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How Gangs Work
Pulling together the most salient, current issues in the field today, The Handbook
of Gangs provides a significant assessment by leading scholars of key topics
related to gangs, gang members, and responses to gangs. • Chapters cover a wide
array of the most prominent issues in the field of gangs, written by scholars who
have been leaders in developing new ways of thinking about the topics • Delivers
cutting-edge reviews of the current state of research and practice and addresses
where the field has been, where it is today and where it should go in the future •
Includes extensive coverage of the individual theories of delinquency and provides
special emphasis on policy and prevention program implications in the study of
gangs • Offers a broad understanding of how other countries deal with gangs and
their response to gangs, including Great Britain, Latin America, Australia and
Europe • Chapters covering the legacies of four pioneers in gang
research—Malcolm W. Klein, Walter B. Miller, James F. Short Jr., and Irving A.
Spergel

Studying Youth Gangs
Although a range of program and policy responses to youth gangs exist, most are
Page 2/30

Download Ebook Youth Gangs Violence And Social Respect Exploring The
Nature Of Provocations And Punch Ups
largely based on suppression, implemented by the police or other criminal justice
agencies. Less attention and fewer resources have been directed to prevention and
intervention strategies that draw on the participation of community organizations,
schools, and social service agencies in the neighborhoods in which gangs operate.
Also underemphasized is the importance of integrating such approaches at the
local level. In this volume, leading researchers discuss effective intervention
among youth gangs, focusing on the ideas behind, approaches to, and evidence
about the effectiveness of community-based, youth gang interventions. Treating
community as a crucial unit of analysis and action, these essays reorient our
understanding of gangs and the measures undertaken to defeat them. They
emphasize the importance of community, both as a context that shapes
opportunity and as a resource that promotes positive youth engagement. Covering
key themes and debates, this book explores the role of social capital and collective
efficacy in informing youth gang intervention and evaluation, the importance of
focusing on youth development within the context of community opportunities and
pressures, and the possibilities of better linking research, policy, and practice when
responding to youth gangs, among other critical issues.

Race, gangs and youth violence
This volume provides a systematic overview of the contemporary Latin American
youth violence phenomenon. The authors focus specifically on youth gangs,
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juvenile justice issues, and applied research concerns, providing a rounded and
balanced exploration of this increasingly important topic.

The Cambridge Handbook of Social Problems:
This is a provocative collection of timely reflections on the state of social
democracy and its inextricable links to crime and justice. Authored by some of the
world's leading thinkers from the UK, US, Canada and Australia, the volume
provides an understanding of socially sustainable societies.

The Handbook of Gangs
Global Perspectives on Youth Gang Behavior, Violence, and
Weapons Use
How poor urban youth in Chicago use social media to profit from portrayals of gang
violence, and the questions this raises about poverty, opportunities, and public
voyeurism Amid increasing hardship and limited employment options, poor urban
youth are developing creative online strategies to make ends meet. Using such
social media platforms as YouTube, Twitter, and Instagram, they’re capitalizing on
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the public’s fascination with the ghetto and gang violence. But with what
consequences? Ballad of the Bullet follows the Corner Boys, a group of thirty or so
young men on Chicago’s South Side who have hitched their dreams of success to
the creation of “drill music” (slang for “shooting music”). Drillers disseminate this
competitive genre of hyperviolent, hyperlocal, DIY-style gangsta rap digitally,
hoping to amass millions of clicks, views, and followers—and a ticket out of
poverty. But in this perverse system of benefits, where online popularity can
convert into offline rewards, the risks can be too great. Drawing on extensive
fieldwork and countless interviews compiled from daily, close interactions with the
Corner Boys, as well as time spent with their families, friends, music producers,
and followers, Forrest Stuart looks at the lives and motivations of these young
men. Stuart examines why drillers choose to embrace rather than distance
themselves from negative stereotypes, using the web to assert their supposed
superior criminality over rival gangs. While these virtual displays of ghetto
authenticity—the saturation of social media with images of guns, drugs, and urban
warfare—can lead to online notoriety and actual resources, including cash,
housing, guns, sex, and, for a select few, upward mobility, drillers frequently end
up behind bars, seriously injured, or dead. Raising questions about online celebrity,
public voyeurism, and the commodification of the ghetto, Ballad of the Bullet offers
a singular look at what happens when the digital economy and urban poverty
collide.
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The History of Street Gangs in the United States
Youth violence has become a concern as gangs become a popular option for urban
children and teenagers and weapons use among young populations becomes more
prevalent. Exploring the psychological motivations and foundations upon which
such violence is developed and cultivated can assist in better understanding the
modern dilemma of violence, weapons use, and gang behavior among children,
teenagers, and young adults. Global Perspectives on Youth Gang Behavior,
Violence, and Weapons Use reconsiders the traditional understandings of youth
violence in various forms, such as gang activities, criminal behavior, and weapons
use. Focusing on the psychosocial elements of violence among children, teenagers,
and young adults, this timely publication is ideally designed for use by policy
makers and government executives, professionals, educators, and graduate-level
students involved in psychology, criminology, social work, and criminal justice
studies.

Youth Gangs, Violence and Social Respect
For generations, scholars, law enforcement personnel, politicians and the media
have tried to understand and explain youth gangs and violence. This insightful
collection contains the work of leading scholars, integrating previously published
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articles with new material to provide the most comprehensive information about
the status of American youth gangs. The topics are grouped in four sections: The
first section explores the issues and ramifications of current terminology and
survey information. In the second section, nontraditional gangs, such as female
gangs and hybrid gangs, are disucssed. The third section attempts to examine
gang activities objectively and place them in a proper perspective. The final
section looks at historical and current response techniques to youth gangs, such as
suppression, prevention and legal injunctions.

Ballad of the Bullet
This book is an examination of contemporary gangs in American cities. Gangs have
proliferated over the past ten years and pose a new set of challenges to public
officials, law enforcement agencies, and urban educators. Most major cities are
now confronted with serious problems derived from gang violence, drug traffic, and
disruption of the public educational system. In the face of deindustrialization and
deepening recession, many minority youngsters view gangs as attractive
alternatives to a futile search for employment in a deteriorating urban economy.
Perhaps most significant, gangs are now beginning to emerge in small and mediumsized cities. Some of the nation's leading scientists and scholars have been
brought together in this book to examine the contemporary contours of America's
gang problem, including Daniel J. Monti, Joan Moore, Scott Cummings, Howard
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Pinderhughes, Diego Vigil, Ray Hutchison, Felix Padilla, Jerome H. Skolnick, Pat
Jackson, and Robert A. Destro. New material dealing with wilding gangs, migration
and drug trafficking, and public educational disruption appear in this volume. Other
topics covered include how gangs are organized, what social function they serve,
their relation to conventional society, and the social and psychological factors that
contribute to their rise. The relationship of the contemporary gang problem to past
research is explored, and a rich variety of case histories and comparative analysis
is presented. The book also includes a section on public policy.

Juvenile Justice
In the quarter century since the first edition of this book, scholarship on gangs in
general, and especially youth gangs, has grown exponentially. This massive
expansion of the literature on youth gangs, especially in the past decade,
warranted this expanded and updated fourth edition. The first chapter has an
expanded discussion of definitional issues, plus recent data from the National
Youth Gang Survey, material on the evolving economic nature of gangs, and gang
use of internet and social media. The second chapter continues by examining gang
violence and drug involvement, and the extent to which they are intercorrelated,
with new material on victimization of gang members and gang involvement in drug
use and sales. Chapter 3 focuses on racial and ethnic decadences in gangs and the
important role of race and ethnicity on gang membership and gang behavior in the
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U.S. The fourth chapter examines female gangs and gang membership and the
changes that have taken place in the nature and extent of female gang
membership over time. The fifth and sixth chapters place contemporary American
gangs in the historical and international perspective. Chapter 5 includes a new
section on youth gangs in the new millennium, and Chapter 6 has been
reorganized, particularly to reflect the burgeoning research on European and other
international gangs since the turn of the millennium. Chapter 7 has been expanded
to include recent developments in the actual and potential application of biosocial,
psychological, and life course developmental theories to gangs. Chapter 8 provides
a comprehensive, multilevel theory of gangs with updates including new
propositions, and new evidence for both the new and old propositions, based on
more recent work in theory development and theory testing for gangs. The ninth
and tenth chapters’ revisions focus on legislative and justice system efforts to
deter gang crime and membership. Chapter 10 also focuses on intervention and
assistance programs outside the justice system, including discussion of the Gang
Resistance Education and Training program. The final chapter concludes by
considering the future of youth gangs in the U.S. and elsewhere in light of historical
and cross-national evidence, theory, and experience with gang interventions and
programs, considering more recent developments in those areas, and whether
they justify any change and for what would be expected of the future of youth
gangs.
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Youth Gangs and Street Children
This is the first book dedicated to Australian youth gangs, exploring the subtleties
and nuances of street life for young men and their quest for social respect. The key
focus is on group violence and the ways in which the 'gang' provides a forum for
the expression of this violence.

Youth Gangs and Community Intervention
Although a range of program and policy responses to youth gangs exist, most are
largely based on suppression, implemented by the police or other criminal justice
agencies. Less attention and fewer resources have been directed to prevention and
intervention strategies that draw on the participation of community organizations,
schools, and social service agencies in the neighborhoods in which gangs operate.
Also underemphasized is the importance of integrating such approaches at the
local level. In this volume, leading researchers discuss effective intervention
among youth gangs, focusing on the ideas behind, approaches to, and evidence
about the effectiveness of community-based, youth gang interventions. Treating
community as a crucial unit of analysis and action, these essays reorient our
understanding of gangs and the measures undertaken to defeat them. They
emphasize the importance of community, both as a context that shapes
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opportunity and as a resource that promotes positive youth engagement. Covering
key themes and debates, this book explores the role of social capital and collective
efficacy in informing youth gang intervention and evaluation, the importance of
focusing on youth development within the context of community opportunities and
pressures, and the possibilities of better linking research, policy, and practice when
responding to youth gangs, among other critical issues.

Youth Gangs
For eight years Keith Morton codirected a safe-space program for youth involved in
gang or street violence in Providence, Rhode Island. Getting Out is a result of the
innovative perspectives he developed as he worked alongside staff from a local
nonviolence institute to help these young people make life-affirming choices.
Rather than view their violence as pathological, Morton explains that gang
members are victims of violence, and the trauma they have experienced leads
them to choose violence as the most meaningful option available. To support
young people as they "unlearned" violence and pursued nonviolent alternatives, he
offered what he calls a "Youth Positive" approach that prioritizes healing over
punishment and recognizes them as full human beings. Informed by deep personal
connections with these youth, Morton contends that to help them, we need to
change our question from "What is wrong with you?" to "What happened to you?"
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Reducing Youth Gang Violence
The author, who is involved in evaluating Chicago's gang reduction and
intervention programs, provides a systematic analysis of youth gangs in the United
States and examines the factors of gang member personality, gang dynamics,
criminal organization, and the influence of family, school, prisons, and politics.

Crime, Justice and Social Democracy
This study, based on quantitative and qualitative data gathered over a twelve-year
period, takes its title from the two predominant styles of gang violence: 'drive-bys,'
which have replaced 'rumbles' as the primary form of gang violence; and 'gangbangs' - a generic term for other gang violence that includes assaults, knifings, and
beatings.The author attempts to understand the situations in which a young man
would drive up to another human being and, without further ado, blow his head off.
By examining hundreds of such situations, and employing both structural and
phenomenological analysis, Sanders explores the various configurations of gang
violence.Gangbangs and Drive-bys also examines the routines of gang members
and their view of life, the different styles of gangs, and changes undergone by
gangs from the early 1980s to the end of the same decade. Over that period, the
emphasis shifted from parties and paybacks to big money from the sale of rock
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cocaine, and from unstructured to organized crime. Along with that shift came an
increase in the violence.Finally, Sanders traces the beginning and evolution of a
metropolitan police gang unit over the same decade in order to present an inside
view of how the police attempt to deal with and understand gangs.

Youth Violence in Latin America
Every day there are new stories of gang-related crime: from the proliferation of
illegal weapons in the streets and children dealing drugs in their schools, to
innocent bystanders caught in the crossfire of never-ending gang wars. Once
considered an urban phenomenon, gang violence is permeating American life,
spreading to the suburbs and bringing the problem closer to home for much of
America. The government, schools, social agencies, and the justice system are
conspicuous by their sporadic interest in the subject and have failed to develop
effective policies and programs. Existing social support mechanisms and strategies
for suppressing violence have often been unsuccessful. And, state and federal
policy is largely nonexistent. In The Youth Gang Problem: A Community Approach,
Irving Spergel provides a systematic analysis of youth gangs in the United States.
Based on research, historical and comparative analysis, and agency documents
and the author's extensive first-hand experience, the work explores the gang
problem from the perspective of community disorganization, especially population
movement, and the plight of the underclass. It examines the factors of gang
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member personality, gang dynamics, criminal organization, and the influence of
family, school, prisons, and politics, as well as the response of criminal justice
agencies and community groups. Spergel describes techniques used by social
agencies, schools, employment programs, criminal justice agencies, and grassroots organizations for dealing with gangs, and recommends strategies that
emphasize the use of local resources, planning, and collaborative procedures.
There is no single strategy and no easy solution to the youth gang problem in the
United States. There are, however, substantial steps we can take, and they must
be honestly and systematically tested. Offering a practical and alternative
approach to a serious social problem, The Youth Gang Problem: A Community
Approach is a major and long-awaited contribution to this dilemma. It is required
reading for criminal justice personnel, school staff, social workers, policy makers,
students and scholars of urban and organizational sociology, and the general
reader concerned with the youth gang problem and how to control, intervene, and
prevent it.

Reducing Youth Gang Violence
Armed Actors
Page 14/30

Download Ebook Youth Gangs Violence And Social Respect Exploring The
Nature Of Provocations And Punch Ups
Provides an introduction to the main concepts and issues in juvenile justice, and
provides a consolidated overview of the dynamics of youth crime and the
institutions of social control. The book not only provides basic information about
the actual workings of the juvenile justice system but also raises a number of
questions.

Gangs
Few issues attract greater concern and censure than those that surround youth
'gangs'. Comprising a series of essays from leading national and international
researchers, this book subjects such claims to rigorous critical scrutiny. It provides
a challenging and authoritative account of complex questions pertaining to urban
youth identities, crime and social order.

Street Gangs, Migration and Ethnicity
Provides an introduction to the study of gangs how we define them, what we know
and not know about gangs. This title offers both a domestic and international view
of processes of delinquency and gang formation and identity. It is suitable for
criminal justice, sociology and social work, parole practitioners, and public
defenders.
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Gangbangs and Drive-Bys
Spergel details the efforts of his Chicago youth gang project, a comprehensive,
community-based model designed to reduce gang problems, including violence
and illegal drug activity. He shows the successes and failures at each level:
individual-youth, gang-as-unit, community, and policy development. This is a
valuable model and methodology for a comprehensive approach to gang
prevention and intervention which will be an important reference for policy
makers, criminologists, gang researchers and community developers.

Youth Violence in Latin America
The Youth Gangs, Drugs, and Violence Connection
The United States has seen rapid proliferation of youth gangs since 1980. During
this period, the number of cities with gang problems increased from an estimated
286 jurisdictions with more than 2,000 gangs and nearly 100,000 gang members in
1980 (Miller, 1992) to about 4,800 jurisdictions with more than 31,000 gangs and
approximately 846,000 gang members in 1996(Moore and Terrett, in press). An
11-city survey of eighth graders found that 9 percent were currently gang
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members, and 17 percent said they had belonged to a gang at some point in their
lives (Esbensen and Osgood, 1997).Other studies reported comparable
percentages and also showed that gang members were responsible for a large
proportion of violent offenses. In the Rochester site of the OJJDP-funded Program of
Research on the Causes and Correlates of Delinquency, gang members (30 percent
of the sample) self-reported committing 68 percent of all violent offenses
(Thornberry, 1998). In the Denver site, adolescent gang members (14 percent of
the sample) self-reported committing 89 percent of all serious violent offenses
(Huizinga, 1997). In another study, supported by OJJDP and several other
agenciesand organizations, adolescent gang members in Seattle (15 percent of the
sample) self-reported involvement in 85 percent of robberies committed by the
entire sample (Battin et al., 1998).This Bulletin reviews data and research to
consolidate available knowledge on youth gangs that are involved in criminal
activity. Following a historical perspective, demographic information ispresented.
The scope of the problem is assessed, including gang problems in juvenile
detention and correctional facilities. Several issues are then addressed by
reviewing gang studies to provide aclearer understanding of youth gang
problems.An extensive list of references is provided for further review.

Youth Gang Programs and Strategies
The rapidly expanding population of youth gangs and street children is one of the
Page 17/30

Download Ebook Youth Gangs Violence And Social Respect Exploring The
Nature Of Provocations And Punch Ups
most disturbing issues in many cities around the world. These children are
perceived to be in a constant state of destitution, violence and vagrancy, and
therefore must be a serious threat to society, needing heavy-handed intervention
and 'tough love' from concerned adults to impose societal norms on them and turn
them into responsible citizens. However, such norms are far from the lived reality
of these children. The situation is further complicated by gender-based violence
and masculinist ideologies found in the wider Ethiopian culture, which influence the
proliferation of youth gangs. By focusing on gender as the defining element of
these children's lives - as they describe it in their own words - this book offers a
clear analysis of how the unequal and antagonistic gender relations that are
tolerated and normalized by everyday school and family structures shape their
lives at home and on the street.

Global Gangs
The introduction of the Affordable Care Act in the United States, the increasing use
of prescription drugs, and the alleged abuse of racial profiling by police are just
some of the factors contributing to twenty-first-century social problems. The
Cambridge Handbook of Social Problems offers a wide-ranging roster of the social
problems currently pressing for attention and amelioration. Unlike other works in
this area, it also gives great consideration to theoretical and methodological
discussions. This Handbook will benefit both undergraduate and graduate students
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eager to understand the sociology of social problems. It is suitable for classes in
social problems, current events, and social theory. Featuring the most current
research, the Handbook provides an especially useful resource for sociologists and
graduate students conducting research.

Gangs and Society
This book is the third publication from the Eurogang Network, a cross-national
collaboration of researchers (from both North America and Europe) devoted to
comparative and multi-national research on youth gangs. It provides a unique
insight into the influence of migration on local gang formation and development,
paying particular attention to the importance of ethnicity. The book also explores
the challenges that migration and ethnicity pose for responding effectively to the
growth of such gangs, particularly in areas where public discourse on such issues is
restricted. Chapters in the book are concerned to address both situations where
there have been longstanding problems with street gangs as well as areas where
such issues have just started to emerge. A variety of different research traditions
and approaches are represented, including ethnographic methods, self-report
surveys and interviews, official records data and victim interviews. It will be
essential reading for anybody interested in the phenomenon of street and youth
gangs.
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American Youth Gangs at the Millennium
This report presents an overview of gang research and programs in the United
States and examines how gangs form and why youth join them. It is based on
information on research findings and prevention strategies disseminated by the
Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention as part of its comprehensive
anti-gang initiative. This report describes how community members can start
assessing their gang problems and enhance prevention and intervention activities
to help prevent delinquency and gang violence. It identifies promising and
effective programs for gang prevention. Illustrations. This is a print on demand
edition of an important, hard-to-find publication.

The Youth Gang Problem
This book is an historical account of the emergence of youth gangs and the
transformation of these into street gangs in the United States. The author traces
the emergence of these gangs in the four major geographical regions over the
span of two centuries, from the early 1800s to 2012. The author’s authoritative
analysis explains gang emergence and expansion from play groups to heavily
armed street gangs responsible for a large proportion of urban crimes, including
drive-by shootings that often kill innocent bystanders. Nationwide, street gangs
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now account for 1 in 6 homicides each year, and for 1 in 4 in very large cities. In
recent years, the number of gangs, gang members, and gang homicides increased,
even though the U.S. has seen a sharp drop in violent and property crimes over the
past decade. The author’s historical analysis reveals the key contributing factors to
transformation of youth gangs, including social disorganization that occurred
following large-scale immigration early in American history and urban policies that
pushed minorities to inner city areas and public housing projects. This analysis
includes the influence of prison gangs on street gangs. The first generation of
prison gangs emerged spontaneously in response to dangers inside prisons. The
second generation was for many years extensions of street gangs that grew
enormously during the 1980s and 1990s, particularly in large urban areas in which
public housing projects have served as incubators for street gangs. The third
generation of prison gangs is extremely active in street-level criminal enterprises
in varied forms, often highly structured and well managed organizations that are
actively involved in drug trafficking. In recent years, returning inmates are a
predominant influence on local gang violence. Now, prison gangs and street gangs
often work together in street-level criminal enterprises. This book identifies the
most promising ways that gang violence can be reduced. The best long-term
approach is a combination of gang prevention, intervention, and suppression
strategies and programs. Targeted suppression of gang violence is imperative.
Street-workers that serve as violence interrupters can break the cycle of
contagious gang violence.
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Youth Gangs and Community Intervention
Criminal violence has come dramatically to the forefront in contemporary Latin
America, to the extent that it is widely considered the critical social concern of the
present. Youth are among the principal victims but also the primary perpetrators of
this new panorama of brutality. At the same time, the phenomenon remains
profoundly misunderstood, as sensationalist myths and stereotypes abound.
Through the juxtaposition of wide-ranging, cutting-edge studies focusing
specifically on youth gangs and the dynamics of juvenile justice, this volume
provides a balanced and systematic comparative overview of the reality of presentday Latin American youth violence.

The Gang Paradox
Compiled by three leading experts in the psychological, sociological, and criminal
justice fields, this volume addresses timely questions from an eclectic range of
positions. The product of a landmark conference on gangs, Gangs and Society
brings together the work of academics, activists, and community leaders to
examine the many functions and faces of gangs today. Analyzing the spread of
gangs from New York to Texas to the West Coast, the book covers such topics as
the spirituality of gangs, the place of women in gang culture, and the effect on
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gangs of a variety of educational programs and services for at-risk youth. The final
chapter examines the "gang-photography phenomenon" by looking at the
functions and politics of different approaches to gang photography and features a
photographic essay by Donna DeCesare, an award-winning journalist.

YOUTH GANGS
Drawing on extensive interviews with gang members, this book provides a vivid
portrayal of gang life. Topics include the profiles and motivations of gang
members; the processes of gang evolution, organization, and recruitment; gang
members' uses of violence, media, and technology and the role of gangs in the
drugs trade and organized crime

Getting Out
As a steady source of juvenile delinquents and an incubator for future adult
offenders, the youth gang has long been a focus of attention, from their origins and
prevalence to intervention and prevention strategies. But while delinquent youth
form gangs worldwide, youth gang research has generally focused on the U.S.
Youth Gangs in International Perspective provides a needed corrective by offering
significant studies from across Europe, as well as Trinidad-Tobago and Israel. The
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book spans the diversity of the field in the cultural and scholarly traditions
represented and methods used, analyzing not only the social processes under
which gangs operate and cohere, but also the evolution of the research base,
starting with the Eurogang Program’s definition of the term youth gang. Crossnational and gender issues are discussed, as are measurement concerns and the
possibility that the American conception of the youth gang is impeding European
understanding of these groups. Among the topics covered: Gang dynamics through
the lens of social identity theory. Defining gangs in youth correctional settings.
Gang gender composition and youth delinquency. From Stockholm: a holistic
approach to gang intervention. Gang membership as a turning point in the life
course. The impact of globalization, immigration, and social process on neo-Nazi
youth gangs. Filling a critical gap in the literature, Youth Gangs in International
Perspective will find a wide audience among criminologists, policymakers
specializing in youth crime, and researchers and graduate students in criminology,
political science, and youth studies.

Youth Gangs in International Perspective
Winner of the American Educational Studies Association 2016 Critics' Choice Book
Award Youth Gangs, Racism, and Schooling examines the formation of Vietnamese
American youth gangs in Southern California. Lam addresses the particularities of
racism, violence, and schooling in an era of anti-youth legislation and frames gang
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members as post-colonial subjects, offering an alternative analysis toward
humanization and decolonization.

Gangs in the Era of Internet and Social Media
This volume explores recent evidence of how partial state failure in Latin America
interacts with new forms of organized violence, undermining the democratic
consolidations of the past two decades. This "new violence" stems from a variety of
social actors: drug mafias, peasant militias and urban gangs, the so-called actores
armadas, and include state-related actors like the police, military intelligence
agencies and paramilitary forces. The results include both "governance
voids"--domains where the legitimate state is effectively absent--and the erosion of
the capacity and willingness of state officials to abide by the rule of law
themselves. These tendencies, in turn, threaten the possibility of a re-installation
of authoritarian regimes under the control of political armies or, at the very least,
the spread of state violence in one form or another. This book sees links between
this collapse of governance and the weakening of state structures undertaken in
the name of neoliberal economic reforms.

Youth in Crisis?
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This book aims to challenge current thinking about serious youth violence and
gangs, and their racialisation by the media and the police. Written by an expert
with over 14 years’ experience in the field, it brings together research, theory and
practice to influence policy. Placing gangs and urban violence in a broader social
and political economic context, it argues that government-led policy and
associated funding for anti-gangs work is counter-productive. It highlights how the
street gang label is unfairly linked by both the news-media and police to black (and
urban) youth street-based lifestyles/cultures and friendship groups, leading to the
further criminalisation of innocent black youth via police targeting. The book is
primarily aimed at practitioners, policy makers, academics as well as those
community-minded individuals concerned about youth violence and social justice.

Violence by Youth Gangs and Youth Groups as a Crime Problem
in Major American Cities
Spergel details the efforts of his Chicago youth gang project, a comprehensive,
community-based model designed to reduce gang problems, including violence
and illegal drug activity. He shows the successes and failures at each level:
individual-youth, gang-as-unit, community, and policy development. This is a
valuable model and methodology for a comprehensive approach to gang
prevention and intervention which will be an important reference for policy
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makers, criminologists, gang researchers and community developers.

Youth Gangs, Violence and Anti-social Behaviour
Youth Gangs, Racism, and Schooling
Gangs, often associated with brutality and senseless destructive violence, have not
always been viewed as inherently antagonistic. The first studies of gangs depicted
them as alternative sources of order in urban slums where the state’s authority
was lacking, and they have subsequently been shown to be important elements in
some youth life cycles. Despite their proliferation there is little consensus
regarding what constitutes a gang. Used to denote phenomena ranging from
organized crime syndicates to groups of youths who gather spontaneously on
street corners, even the term “gang” is ambiguous. Global Gangs offers a greater
understanding of gangs through essays that investigate gangs spanning across
nations, from Brazil to Indonesia, China to Kenya, and from El Salvador to Russia.
Volume editors Jennifer M. Hazen and Dennis Rodgers bring together contributors
who examine gangs from a comparative perspective, discussing such topics as the
role the apartheid regime in South Africa played in the emergence of gangs, the
politics behind child vigilante squads in India, the relationship between immigration
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and gangs in France and the United States, and the complex stigmatization of
youths in Mexico caused by the arbitrary deployment of the word “gang.”
Featuring an afterword by renowned U.S. gang researcher Sudhir Venkatesh, this
volume provides a comprehensive look into the experience of gangs across the
world and in doing so challenges conventional notions of identity. Contributors:
Enrique Desmond Arias, George Mason U; José Miguel Cruz, Florida International U;
Steffen Jensen, DIGNITY–Danish Institute Against Torture; Gareth A. Jones, London
School of Economics and Political Science; Marwan Mohammed, École Normale
Supérieure, Paris; Jacob Rasmussen, Roskilde U; Loren Ryter, U of Michigan;
Rustem R. Safin, National Research Technological U, Russia; Alexander L.
Salagaev, National Research Technological U, Russia; Atreyee Sen, U of
Manchester; Mats Utas, Nordic Africa Institute; Sudhir Venkatesh, Columbia U;
James Diego Vigil, U of California, Irvine; Lening Zhang, Saint Francis U.

The Youth Gang Problem
Gang Prevention
The areas along the U.S.-Mexico border are commonly portrayed as a hot spot for
gang activity, drug trafficking, and violence. Yet when Robert J. Durán conducted
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almost a decade’s worth of ethnographic research in border towns between El
Paso, Texas, and southern New Mexico—a region notorious for gang activity,
according to federal officials—he found significantly less gang membership and
activity than common fearmongering claims would have us believe. Instead, he
witnessed how the gang label was used to criminalize youth of Mexican
descent—to justify the overrepresentation of Latinos in the justice system, the
implementation of punitive practices in the school system, and the request for
additional resources by law enforcement. In The Gang Paradox, Durán analyzes the
impact of deportation, incarceration, and racialized perceptions of criminality on
Latino families and youth along the border. He draws on ethnography, archival
research, official data sources, and interviews with practitioners and community
members to present a compelling portrait of Latino residents’ struggles amid deep
structural disadvantages. Durán, himself a former gang member, offers keen
insights into youth experience with schools, juvenile probation, and law
enforcement. The Gang Paradox is a powerful community study that sheds new
light on intertwined criminalization and racialization, with policy relevance toward
issues of gangs, juvenile delinquency, and the lack of resources in border regions.
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