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Assessing the Structure of Small Welfare States
Welfare States and Immigrant Rights deals with the policies and politics of
immigrants' inclusion and exclusion in six countries representing different types of
welfare states: the United States, the United Kingdom, Germany, France, Sweden,
and Denmark.

Social Policy and Policymaking by the Branches of Government
and the Public-at-Large
Welfare experiments conducted at the state level during the 1990s radically
restructured the American welfare state and have played a critical—and
unexpected—role in the broader policymaking process. Through these
experiments, previously unpopular reform ideas, such as welfare time limits,
gained wide and enthusiastic support. Ultimately, the institutional legacy of the old
welfare system was broken, new ideas took hold, and the welfare experiments
generated a new institutional channel in policymaking. In this book, Rogers-Dillon
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argues that these welfare experiments were not simply scientific experiments, as
their supporters frequently contend, but a powerful political tool that created a
framework within which few could argue successfully against the welfare policy
changes. Legislation proposed in 2002 formalized this channel of policymaking,
permitting the executive, as opposed to legislative, branches of federal and state
governments to renegotiate social policies—an unprecedented change in American
policymaking. This book provides unique insight into how social policy is made in
the United States, and how that process is changing.

The Politics of Post-Industrial Welfare States
An essential resource for students of social policy and social welfare as well as for
social welfare practitioners and other human services professionals, this text
examines the policymaking activity of the different branches of the American
government and of the public-at-large as well as the interactions between the
branches of government and the general public in the formation and
implementation of social policy. In addition to examining the role of the legislative
and executive branches of government, Theodore J. Stein covers the oftenoverlooked role of the judiciary in policymaking. He addresses the ways social
welfare practitioners should interpret (1) conflicting judicial rulings in cases where
courts of equal jurisdiction rule differently on the same matter and (2) judicial
rulings that signal significant changes in the law. The book looks at politics,
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practice, and implementation and provides a historical background of social policy
and social work practice plus a wealth of descriptive and analytic information
concerning policymaking processes, specific social policies, and the effect of social
policy on social programs.

The Hidden Welfare State
Explains the dynamics of federalism in today’s policymaking process The checks
and balances built into the U.S. Constitution are designed to decentralize and thus
limit the powers of government. This system works both horizontally—among the
executive, legislative, and judicial branches—and vertically—between the federal
government and state governments. That vertical separation, known as federalism,
is intended to restrain the powers of the federal government, yet many political
observers today believe that the federal government routinely oversteps its
bounds at the expense of states. In Safeguarding Federalism, John D. Nugent
argues that contrary to common perception, federalism is alive and well—if in a
form different from what the Framers of the Constitution envisioned. According to
Nugent, state officials have numerous options for affecting the development and
implementation of federal policy and can soften, slow down, or even halt federal
efforts they perceive as harming their interests. Nugent describes the general
approaches states use to safeguard their interests, such as influencing the federal
policy, contributing to policy formulation, encouraging or discouraging policy
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enactment, participating in policy implementation, and providing necessary
feedback on policy success or failure. Demonstrating the workings of these
safeguards through detailed analysis of recent federal initiatives, including the
1996 welfare reform law, the Clean Air Act, moratoriums on state taxation of
Internet commerce, and the highly controversial No Child Left Behind Act, Nugent
shows how states’ promotion of their own interests preserves the Founders’
system of constitutional federalism today.

Politics in the American States
Now that responsibility for welfare policy has devolved from Washington to the
states, Pamela Winston examines how the welfare policymaking process has
changed. Under the welfare reform act of 1996, welfare was the first and most
basic safety net program to be sent back to state control. Will the shift help or
further diminish programs for low-income people, especially the millions of children
who comprise the majority of the poor in the United States? In this book, Winston
probes the nature of state welfare politics under devolution and contrasts it with
welfare politics on the national level. Starting with James Madison's argument that
the range of perspectives and interests found in state policymaking will be
considerably narrower than in Washington, she analyzes the influence of interest
groups and other key actors in the legislative process at both the state and
national levels. She compares the legislative process during the 104th Congress
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(1995-96) with that in three states — Maryland, Texas, and North Dakota — and
finds that the debates in the states saw a more limited range of participants, with
fewer of them representing poor people, and fewer competing ideas. The welfare
reform bill of 1996 comes up for renewal in 2002. At stake in the U.S. experiment
in welfare reform are principles of equal opportunity, fairness, and selfdetermination as well as long-term concerns for political and social stability. This
investigation of the implications of the changing pattern of welfare politics will
interest scholars and teachers of social policy, federalism, state politics, and public
policy generally, and general readers interested in social policy, state politics,
social justice, and American politics.

The Art of Policymaking
Utilizing multiple perspectives of related academic disciplines, this three-volume
set of contributed essays enables readers to understand the complexity of
immigration to the United States and grasp how our history of immigration has
made this nation what it is today.

Social Policy in the United States
Transatlantic Policymaking in an Age of Austerity integrates the study of politics
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and public policy across a broad spectrum of regulatory and social welfare policies
in the United States and several nations of Western Europe. The editors and a
sterling list of contributors look at policymaking in the 1990s through the
present—providing a comparative politics framework—stressing both parallel
development and the differences between and among the nations. Similar
prevailing ideas and political factors can be identified and transatlantic
comparisons made—providing for a clearer understanding of the policymaking
process. Faith in regulated markets and the burden of rising welfare costs are
concerns found on both sides of the Atlantic. Western democracies also share
political climates colored by economic austerity; low trust in government,
pressures from interest groups, and a sharply divided electorate. Because of
differing political processes and differing policy starting points, a variety of
disparate policy decisions have resulted. Real world policymaking in the areas of
welfare, health, labor, immigration reform, disability rights, consumer and
environmental regulation, administrative reforms, and corporate governance are
compared. Ultimately, the last decade is best characterized as one of "drift,"
sluggish changes with little real innovation and much default to the private sector.
In general, policymakers on both sides of the ocean, constrained by economic
necessity, have been unable to produce policy outcomes that satisfy the key
segments of the electorate. The contributors examine the United States, Great
Britain, France, and Germany, as well as a number of other European countries,
and study the European Union itself as a policymaking institution. Transatlantic
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Policymaking in an Age of Austerity distills the prominent issues, politics, and roles
played by governmental institutions into a new understanding of the dynamics of
policymaking in and among transatlantic nations.

States, Social Knowledge, and the Origins of Modern Social
Policies
This new study assesses the welfare state to ask key questions and draw new
conclusions about its place in modern society. It shows how the welfare states that
we have inherited from the early post-war years had one main objective: to protect
the income of the male breadwinner. Today, however, massive social change, in
particular the shift from industrial to post-industrial societies and economies, have
resulted in new demands being put on welfare states. These demands originate
from situations that are typical of the new family and labour market structures that
have become widespread in western countries since the 1970s and 1980s,
characterised by the clear prevalence of service employment and by the massive
entry of women in the labour market. Against this background, this book: *
presents a precise and clear definition of 'new social risks'. A concept being
increasingly used in welfare state literature. * focuses on the groups that are
mostly exposed to new social risks (women, the young, the low-skilled) in order to
study their political behaviour. * assesses policymaking processes that can lead to
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successful adaptation. It covers key areas such as child care, care for elderly
people, adapting pensions to atypical career patterns, active labour market
policies, and policy making at the EU level. This book will be of great interest for all
students and scholars of politics, sociology and the welfare state in particular.

Welfare Policymaking in the States
Today the United States has one of the highest poverty rates among the world's
rich industrial democracies. The Failed Welfare Revolution shows us that things
might have turned out differently. During the 1960s and 1970s, policymakers in
three presidential administrations tried to replace the nation's existing welfare
system with a revolutionary program to guarantee Americans basic economic
security. Surprisingly from today's vantage point, guaranteed income plans
received broad bipartisan support in the 1960s. One proposal, President Nixon's
Family Assistance Plan, nearly passed into law in the 1970s, and President Carter
advanced a similar bill a few years later. The failure of these proposals marked the
federal government's last direct effort to alleviate poverty among the least
advantaged and, ironically, sowed the seeds of conservative welfare reform
strategies under President Reagan and beyond. This episode has largely vanished
from America's collective memory. Here, Brian Steensland tells the whole story for
the first time--from why such an unlikely policy idea first developed to the factors
that sealed its fate. His account, based on extensive original research in
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presidential archives, draws on mainstream social science perspectives that
emphasize the influence of powerful stakeholder groups and policymaking
institutions. But Steensland also shows that some of the most potent obstacles to
guaranteed income plans were cultural. Most centrally, by challenging Americans'
longstanding distinction between the "deserving" and "undeserving" poor, the
plans threatened the nation's cultural, political, and economic status quo.

Immigration Policy and the Scandinavian Welfare State
1945-2010
This book examines the relationship between the middle class and the welfare
state. Taking an interpretive approach which understands the middle class as a
socially constructed category, it combines discourse analysis, welfare state theory,
and interpretive policy analysis in an innovative way to investigate how the middle
class becomes a meaningful object of public debates and policymaking. Comparing
Germany, Sweden, and the United Kingdom, the book reconstructs the prevalent
images and meanings of the middle class from each country’s public debates and
tracks how the middle classes with their various meanings and characteristics are
entangled with the identification of societal problems, the articulation of political
demands, and the construction of welfare policies. Ultimately, it shows how the
formation and consolidation of different welfare regimes can be interpreted as
Page 10/33

Acces PDF Welfare Policymaking In The States The Devil In Devolution
American Government And Public Policy
specific ways of solving the puzzle of how to incorporate the middle class in the
construction of a welfare state consensus. This book will be of key interest to
scholars and students of comparative welfare state research, policy analysis,
political sociology, political theory, and European and comparative politics.

Social Experimentation and Public Policymaking
Analyzes the "hidden" welfare state created by such programmes as tax
deductions for home mortgage interest and employer-provided retirement
pensions, the Earned Income Tax Credit and the Targeted Jobs Tax Credit. The text
examines the distinctive characteristics of these policies, aiming to help the reader
to understand the historical links between the hidden welfare state and US tax
policy, accentuating the importance of Congress and political parties. It also
focuses on the reasons why individuals, businesses and public officials support tax
expenditures.

Policymaking in Latin America
What determines the capacity of countries to design, approve and implement
effective public policies? To address this question, this book builds on the results of
case studies of political institutions, policymaking processes, and policy outcomes
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in eight Latin American countries. The result is a volume that benefits from both
micro detail on the intricacies of policymaking in individual countries and a broad
cross-country interdisciplinary analysis of policymaking processes in the region.

Evaluating the Welfare State
This handbook provides a survey of the American welfare state. It offers an
historical overview of U.S. social policy from the colonial era to the present, a
discussion of available theoretical perspectives on it, an analysis of social
programmes, and on overview of the U.S. welfare state's consequences for
poverty, inequality, and citizenship.

The Welfare State Nobody Knows
The world’s richer democracies all provide such public benefits as pensions and
health care, but why are some far more generous than others? And why, in the
face of globalization and fiscal pressures, has the welfare state not been replaced
by another model? Reconsidering the myriad issues raised by such pressing
questions, Clem Brooks and Jeff Manza contend here that public opinion has been
an important, yet neglected, factor in shaping welfare states in recent decades.
Analyzing data on sixteen countries, Brooks and Manza find that the preferences of
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citizens profoundly influence the welfare policies of their governments and the
behavior of politicians in office. Shaped by slow-moving forces such as social
institutions and collective memories, these preferences have counteracted global
pressures that many commentators assumed would lead to the welfare state’s
demise. Moreover, Brooks and Manza show that cross-national differences in
popular support help explain why Scandinavian social democracies offer so much
more than liberal democracies such as the United States and the United Kingdom.
Significantly expanding our understanding of both public opinion and social policy
in the world’s most developed countries, this landmark study will be essential
reading for scholars of political economy, public opinion, and democratic theory.

Learning from Leaders
Richard Cloward and Frances Fox Pivin stand as models of politically engaged
academics. In this compelling new book, the author examines the careers of Piven
and Colward, along with nineteenth century feminist social reformer Jane Addams,
to suggest--and demonstrate--how a more politically-active scholarship can
contribute to struggles for social justice.

Making Markets in the Welfare State
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Discusses welfare reform in Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio, and Wisconsin.

Development, Democracy, and Welfare States
The Art of Policymaking: Tools, Techniques and Processes in the Modern Executive
Branch, Second Edition is a practical introduction to the specific tools, techniques,
and processes used to create policy in the executive branch of the U.S.
government. George E. Shambaugh, IV and Paul Weinstein, Jr. explain how
government officials craft policy, manage the policymaking process, and
communicate those policies to stakeholders and the public at large. The authors
draw on both their academic and government experience to provide real-world
advice on writing memos, preparing polling questions, and navigating the
clearance process. An abundance of case studies show how actual policies are
developed and how and why policies and processes differ across administrations.
Practice scenarios allow students to apply the tools and techniques they have
learned by working through both domestic and foreign policy situations.

Transforming America: Perspectives on U.S. Immigration [3
volumes]
Bill Clinton's first presidential term was a period of extraordinary change in policy
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toward low-income families. In 1993 Congress enacted a major expansion of the
Earned Income Tax Credit for low-income working families. In 1996 Congress
passed and the president signed the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity
Reconciliation Act. This legislation abolished the sixty-year-old Aid to Families with
Dependent Children (AFDC) program and replaced it with a block grant program,
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families. It contained stiff new work requirements
and limits on the length of time people could receive welfare benefits.Dramatic
change in AFDC was also occurring piecemeal in the states during these years.
States used waivers granted by the federal Department of Health and Human
Services to experiment with a variety of welfare strategies, including denial of
additional benefits for children born or conceived while a mother received AFDC,
work requirements, and time limits on receipt of cash benefits. The pace of change
at the state level accelerated after the 1996 federal welfare reform legislation gave
states increased leeway to design their programs. Ending Welfare as We Know It
analyzes how these changes in the AFDC program came about. In fourteen
chapters, R. Kent Weaver addresses three sets of questions about the politics of
welfare reform: the dismal history of comprehensive AFDC reform initiatives; the
dramatic changes in the welfare reform agenda over the past thirty years; and the
reasons why comprehensive welfare reform at the national level succeeded in
1996 after failing in 1995, in 1993–94, and on many previous occasions. Welfare
reform raises issues of race, class, and sex that are as difficult and divisive as any
in American politics. While broad social and political trends helped to create a
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historic opening for welfare reform in the late 1990s, dramatic legislation was not
inevitable. The interaction of contextual factors with short-term political and policy
calculations by President Clinton and congressional Republicans—along with the
cascade of repositioning by other policymakers—turned "ending welfare as we
know it" from political possibility into policy reality.

The End of the Welfare State?
Throughout the world, politicians from all the main parties are cutting back on
state welfare provision, encouraging people to use the private sector instead and
developing increasingly stringent techniques for the surveillance of the poor.
Almost all experts agree that we are likely to see further constraints on state
welfare in the 21st Century. Gathering together the findings from up-to-date
attitude surveys in Europe East and West, the US and Australasia, this revealing
book shows that, contrary to the claims of many experts and policy-makers, the
welfare state is still highly popular with the citizens of most countries. This
evidence will add to controversy in an area of fundamental importance to public
policy and to current social science debate.

Ideational Leadership in German Welfare State Reform
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Little work has been done to systematically analyze how high-profile incidents of
child neglect and abuse shape child welfare policymaking in the United States. In
Scandalous Politics, Juliet Gainsborough presents quantitative analysis of all fifty
states and qualitative case studies of three states (Florida, Colorado, and New
Jersey) that reveal how well-publicized child welfare scandals result in adoption of
new legislation and new administrative procedures. Gainsborough’s quantitative
analysis suggests that child welfare policymaking is frequently reactive, while the
case studies provide more detail about variations and the legislative process. For
example, the case studies illustrate how the nature and extent of the policy
response varies according to particular characteristics of the political environment
in the state and the administrative structure of the child welfare system.
Scandalous Politics increases our understanding of the politics of child welfare at
both the state and federal level and provides new insights into existing theories of
agenda-setting and the policy process. It will be of interest to everyone involved
with child welfare policymaking and especially public policy and public
administration scholars.

The Rise of the Agricultural Welfare State
Do the pressures of economic globalization undermine the welfare state? Contrary
to the expectations of many analysts, Taiwan and South Korea have embarked on
a new trajectory, toward a strengthened welfare state and universal inclusion. In
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Healthy Democracies, Joseph Wong offers a political explanation for health care
reform in these two countries. He focuses specifically on the ways in which
democratic change in Taiwan and South Korea altered the incentives and
ultimately the decisions of policymakers and social policy activists in contemporary
health care debates. Wong uses extensive field research and interviews to explore
both similarities and subtle differences in the processes of political change and
health care reform in Taiwan and South Korea. During the period of authoritarian
rule, he argues, state leaders in both places could politically afford to pursue
selective social policies—reform was piecemeal and health care policy outcomes
far from universal. Wong finds that the introduction of democratic reform changed
the political logic of social policy reform: vote-seeking politicians needed to
promote popular policies, and health care reform advocates, from bureaucrats to
grassroots activists, adapted to this new political context. In Wong's view, the
politics of democratic transition in Taiwan and South Korea has served as an
effective antidote to the presumed economic imperatives of social welfare
retrenchment during the process of globalization.

The Oxford Handbook of U.S. Social Policy
In 1996, President Bill Clinton hailed the “end of welfare as we know it” when he
signed the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Act. The law effectively
transformed the nation’s welfare system from an entitlement to a work-based one,
Page 18/33

Acces PDF Welfare Policymaking In The States The Devil In Devolution
American Government And Public Policy
instituting new time limits on welfare payments and restrictions on public
assistance for legal immigrants. In They Say Cutback, We Say Fight Back, Ellen
Reese offers a timely review of welfare reform and its controversial design, now
sorely tested in the aftermath of the Great Recession. The book also chronicles the
largely untold story of a new grassroots coalition that opposed the law and
continues to challenge and reshape its legacy. While most accounts of welfare
policy highlight themes of race, class and gender, They Say Cutback examines how
welfare recipients and their allies contested welfare reform from the bottom-up.
Using in-depth case studies of campaigns in Wisconsin and California, Reese
argues that a crucial phase in policymaking unfolded after the bill’s passage. As
counties and states set out to redesign their welfare programs, activists scored
significant victories by lobbying officials at different levels of American government
through media outreach, protests and organizing. Such efforts tended to enjoy
more success when based on broad coalitions that cut across race and class,
drawing together a shifting alliance of immigrants, public sector unions, feminists,
and the poor. The book tracks the tensions and strategies of this unwieldy group
brought together inadvertently by their opposition to four major aspects of welfare
reform: immigrants’ benefits, welfare-to-work policies, privatization of welfare
agencies, and child care services. Success in scoring reversals was uneven and
subject to local demographic, political and institutional factors. In California, for
example, workfare policies created a large and concentrated pool of new workers
that public sector unions could organize in campaigns to change policies. In
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Wisconsin, by contrast, such workers were scattered and largely placed in private
sector jobs, leaving unions at a disadvantage. Large Latino and Asian immigrant
populations in California successfully lobbied to restore access to public assistance
programs, while mobilization in Wisconsin remained more limited. On the other
hand, the unionization of child care providers succeeded in Wisconsin – but failed
in California – because of contrasting gubernatorial politics. With vivid descriptions
of the new players and alliances in each of these campaigns, Reese paints a
nuanced and complex portrait of the modern American welfare state. At a time
when more than 40 million Americans live in poverty, They Say Cutback offers a
sobering assessment of the nation’s safety net. As policymakers confront budget
deficits and a new era of austerity, this book provides an authoritative guide for
both scholars and activists looking for lessons to direct future efforts to change
welfare policy. A Volume in the American Sociological Association's Rose Series in
Sociology

The Welfare Experiments
Health care, welfare, Social Security, employment programs--all are part of
ongoing national debates about the future of social policy in the United States. In
this wide-ranging collection of essays, Theda Skocpol shows how historical
understanding, centered on governmental institutions and political alliances, can
illuminate the limits and possibilities of American social policymaking both past
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and present. Skocpol dispels the myth that Americans are inherently hostile to
social spending and suggests why President Clinton's health care agenda was so
quickly attacked despite the support of most Americans for his goals.

They Say Cutback, We Say Fight Back!
Designed for upper-level and professional courses, this text is a state-of-the-art
introduction to the public policymaking process that gives equal attention to issues
of policy implementation and public governance. It uses an innovative systems
approach, integrating the activities, actors, tools, and techniques of policymaking,
to provide a comprehensive framework for policy design and analysis. The book is
practice-oriented, with a focus on the ways that policymakers at all levels employ
the standard "technologies" of governance - authority, agency, program, rule,
contract, and budget - to design policy outputs and achieve policy outcomes.
Through extensive use of graphics, the text makes concepts easy to grasp for a
generation of students accustomed to the visual presentation of ideas. Case
studies illustrate the tools and techniques discussed, and key terms, questions for
discussion, and suggested readings round out each chapter.

Scandalous Politics
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This book explores the historical development of post-war immigration politics in
Norway, Sweden and Denmark from the perspective of the welfare state,
examining how welfare states with high ambitions, generous and inclusive welfare
schemes and a strong sense of egalitarianism cope with the pressures of
immigration and growing diversities.

Healthy Democracies
The Welfare State Nobody Knows challenges a number of myths and half-truths
about U.S. social policy. The American welfare state is supposed to be a pale
imitation of "true" welfare states in Europe and Canada. Christopher Howard
argues that the American welfare state is in fact larger, more popular, and more
dynamic than commonly believed. Nevertheless, poverty and inequality remain
high, and this book helps explain why so much effort accomplishes so little. One
important reason is that the United States is adept at creating social programs that
benefit the middle and upper-middle classes, but less successful in creating
programs for those who need the most help. This book is unusually broad in scope,
analyzing the politics of social programs that are well known (such as Social
Security and welfare) and less well known but still important (such as workers'
compensation, home mortgage interest deduction, and the Americans with
Disabilities Act). Although it emphasizes developments in recent decades, the book
ranges across the entire twentieth century to identify patterns of policymaking.
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Methodologically, it weaves together quantitative and qualitative approaches in
order to answer fundamental questions about the politics of U.S. social policy.
Ambitious and timely, The Welfare State Nobody Knows asks us to rethink the
influence of political parties, interest groups, public opinion, federalism, policy
design, and race on the American welfare state.

Ending Welfare as We Know It
Welfare Policymaking in the States
Fully updated—and with new coeditor Thad Kousser—the tenth edition brings
together the high caliber research you expect from this trusted text, with
comprehensive and comparative analysis of the fifty states. Students will
appreciate the book's glossary, the fully up-todate tables and figures, and the
maps showcasing comparative data. A companion website includes downloadable
graphics and data.

Praxis for the Poor
From the 1850s to the 1920s, laws regulating the industrial labor process, pensions
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for the elderly, unemployment insurance, and measures to educate and ensure the
welfare of children were enacted in many industrializing capitalist nations. This
same period saw the development of modern social sciences. The eight essays
collected here examine the reciprocal influence of social policy and academic
research in comparative context, ranging across policy areas and encompassing
developments in Britain, the United States, Germany, France, Canada,
Scandinavia, and Japan. Introduced by the editors, the essays include Part I on the
emergence of modern social knowledge by Ira Katznelson, Anson Rabinbach, and
Björn Wittrock and Peter Wagner; Part II on reformist social scientists and public
policymaking by Dietrich Rueschemeyer and Ronan Van Rossem, Libby Schweber,
and John R. Sutton; Part III on state managers and the uses of social knowledge by
Stein Kuhnle and Sheldon Garon, and a conclusion by Rueschemeyer and Theda
Skocpol. Originally published in 1995. The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest
print-on-demand technology to again make available previously out-of-print books
from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These editions
preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in
durable paperback and hardcover editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy
Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage found in the
thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in
1905.

Welfare Magnets
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This book explains why countries have adopted different policies for working
parents through a comparative historical study of four nations: France, the
Netherlands, Sweden, and the United States.

Welfare States and Immigrant Rights
The Failed Welfare Revolution
SOCIAL POLICIES IN SMALL STATES SERIES The country case studies and thematic
papers in this series examine social policy issues facing small states and the
implications for economic development. They show how, despite their inherent
vulnerability, some small states have been successful in improving their social
indicators because of the complementary social and economic policies they have
implemented. THEMATIC PAPER - THE WELFARE STATE Historically, the welfare
state evolved as the most efficient policy response to caring for a large,
homogeneous population. This traditional model, however, loses importance as
population size falls below 3-4 million, especially for states where a significant
number of the population migrate and send remittances home, and where the
country is the recipient of overseas aid. Facilitating the international mobility of
people therefore becomes central to social policy and insofar as the welfare state
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occurs, it tends to be focused on the labour market. This paper examines how the
characteristics of small states influence their pursuit of a welfare state. Many of the
small states discussed have not previously featured in mainstream thinking about
the relationship between country size and the extent of the welfare state.

Politics In The American States: A Comparative Analysis
Comparing the welfare states of Latin America, East Asia and Eastern Europe, the
authors trace the origins of social policy in these regions to political changes in the
mid-20th century, and show how the legacies of these early choices are influencing
welfare reform following democratization and globalization.

Transatlantic Policymaking in an Age of Austerity
The author of this study argues that key politicians and their policy ideas, through
"ideational leadership," have played an important role in the passing of structural
reforms in the change-resistant German welfare state.

Why Welfare States Persist
"The best way of handling the question of how much to give the poor, politicians
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have discovered, is to avoid doing anything about it at all," note Paul Peterson and
Mark Rom. The issue of the minimum people need in order to live decently is so
difficult that Congress has left this crucial question to the states—even though the
federal government foots three-fourths of the bill for about 15 million Americans
who receive cash and food stamp benefits. The states differ widely in their
assessment of what a family needs to meet a reasonable standard of living, and
the interstate differences in welfare benefits cannot be explained by variations in
wage levels or costs of living. The states with higher welfare benefits act as
magnets by attracting or retaining poor people. In the competition to avoid
becoming welfare havens, states have cut welfare benefits in real dollars by more
than one-third since 1970. The authors propose the establishment of a minimum
federal welfare standard, which would both reduce the interstate variation in
welfare benefits and stem their overall decline. Peterson and Rom develop their
argument in four steps. First they show how the politics of welfare magnets works
in a case study of policymaking in Wisconsin. Second, they present their analysis of
the overall magnet effect in American state politics, finding evidence that states
with high welfare benefits experiencing disproportionate growth in their poverty
rates make deeper welfare cuts. Third, they describe the process by which the
current system came into being, identifying the reform efforts and political crises
that have contributed to the centralization of welfare policy as well as the regional,
partisan, and group interests that have resisted these changes. Finally, the authors
propose a practical step that can go a long way toward achieving a national
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welfare standard; then assess it's cost, benefits, and political feasibility.

Middle Class and Welfare State
Social experimentation randomly assigns individuals or groups to coverage by the
policy of interest or a control group and then the groups are compared in terms of
outcome. Greenberg (economics, U. of Maryland), Linksz (mathematics, science,
and engineering, Community College of Baltimore County), and Mandell (policy
sciences, U. of Maryland) seek to assess whether the substantial investment in
social experimentation in the United States has resulted in significant public policy
changes. After explaining the general concepts behind social experimentation,
they analyze five case studies and determine that they are not of decisive
importance in state policy making, but they often serve useful purposes of policy
formation. Annotation (c)2003 Book News, Inc., Portland, OR (booknews.com).

The Practice of American Public Policymaking
Evaluating the Welfare State: Social and Political Perspectives together with its
companion Social Policy Evaluation: An Economic Perspective is the outgrowth of
an international and interdisciplinary conference on policy evaluation held at Tel
Aviv University in December 1980. The conference brought together scholars from
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the fields of economics, sociology, political science, social work, and
administration. The papers presented at this conference approached the welfare
state and social policy evaluation from a number of different theoretical and
methodological perspectives. A selection of these papers has been included in this
volume. The book is divided into five parts. Part I is devoted to the political
antecedents and consequences of the welfare state and to the social and
psychological processes that affect the development of social policies and
reactions to them. Part II analyzes the discontinuity between policies that are the
subject of public debate, and the programs that affect the well-being of
populations and the distribution of resources. The chapters in Parts III and IV
present current developments in the practice of evaluation and explore the
frontiers of this field. Part V focuses on the relationship of evaluation to
policymaking. This involves examinations of the culture of political debates, the
nature of choices facing policymakers, and the impact of research on policy.

Characteristics of State Public Assistance Plans Under the
Social Security Act
A long-dominant reading of American politics holds that public policy in the United
States is easily captured by special interest groups. Countering this view, Adam
Sheingate traces the development of government intervention in agriculture from
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its nineteenth-century origins to contemporary struggles over farm subsidies. His
considered conclusion is that American institutions have not given agricultural
interest groups any particular advantages in the policy process, in part because
opposing lobbies also enjoy access to policymakers. In fact, the high degree of
conflict and pluralism maintained by American institutions made possible
substantial retrenchment of the agricultural welfare state during the 1980s and
1990s. In Japan and France--two countries with markedly different institutional
characters than the United States--powerful agricultural interests and a historically
close relationship between farmers, bureaucrats, and politicians continue to
preclude a roll-back of farm subsidies. This well-crafted study not only puts a new
spin on agricultural policy, but also makes a strong case for the broader claim that
the relatively decentralized American political system is actually less prone to
capture and rule by subgovernments than the more centralized political systems
found in France and Japan. Sheingate's historical, comparative approach also
demonstrates, in a widely useful way, how past institutional developments shape
current policies and options.

Working Mothers and the Welfare State
Now that responsibility for welfare policy has devolved from Washington to the
states, Pamela Winston examines how the welfare policymaking process has
changed. Under the welfare reform act of 1996, welfare was the first and most
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basic safety net program to be sent back to state control. Will the shift help or
further diminish programs for low-income people, especially the millions of children
who comprise the majority of the poor in the United States? In this book, Winston
probes the nature of state welfare politics under devolution and contrasts it with
welfare politics on the national level. Starting with James Madison's argument that
the range of perspectives and interests found in state policymaking will be
considerably narrower than in Washington, she analyzes the influence of interest
groups and other key actors in the legislative process at both the state and
national levels. She compares the legislative process during the 104th Congress
(1995-96) with that in three states — Maryland, Texas, and North Dakota — and
finds that the debates in the states saw a more limited range of participants, with
fewer of them representing poor people, and fewer competing ideas. The welfare
reform bill of 1996 comes up for renewal in 2002. At stake in the U.S. experiment
in welfare reform are principles of equal opportunity, fairness, and selfdetermination as well as long-term concerns for political and social stability. This
investigation of the implications of the changing pattern of welfare politics will
interest scholars and teachers of social policy, federalism, state politics, and public
policy generally, and general readers interested in social policy, state politics,
social justice, and American politics.

Safeguarding Federalism
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Over the past three decades, market reforms have transformed public services
such as education, health, and care of the elderly. Whereas previous studies
present markets as having similar and largely non-political effects, this book shows
that political parties structure markets in diverse ways to achieve distinct political
aims. Left-wing attempts to sustain the legitimacy of the welfare state are
compared with right-wing wishes to limit the state and empower the private sector.
Examining a broad range of countries, time periods, and policy areas, Jane R.
Gingrich helps readers make sense of the complexity of market reforms in the
industrialized world. The use of innovative multi-case studies and in-depth
interviews with senior European policymakers enriches the debate and brings
clarity to this multifaceted topic. Scholars and students working on the
policymaking process in this central area will be interested in this new
conceptualization of market reform.
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