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The Opposite of Light
An affecting and hope-filled posthumous collection of essays and stories from the
talented young Yale graduate whose title essay captured the world’s attention in
2012 and turned her into an icon for her generation. Marina Keegan’s star was on
the rise when she graduated magna cum laude from Yale in May 2012. She had a
play that was to be produced at the New York Fringe Festival and a job waiting for
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her at The New Yorker. Tragically, five days after graduation, Marina died in a car
crash. As her family, friends, and classmates, deep in grief, joined to create a
memorial service for Marina, her deeply affecting last essay for The Yale Daily
News, “The Opposite of Loneliness,” went viral, receiving more than 1.4 million
hits. Even though she was just twenty-two years old when she died, Marina left
behind a rich, deeply expansive trove of prose that, like her title essay, capture the
hope, uncertainty, and possibility of her generation. Her short story, “Cold
Pastoral,” was published in NewYorker.com just months after her death. The
Opposite of Loneliness is an assemblage of Marina’s essays and stories, which, like
The Last Lecture, articulate the universal struggle that all of us face as we figure
out what we aspire to be, and how we harness our talents to impact the world.

The Opposite of Loneliness
A gargantuan, mind-altering comedy about the Pursuit of Happiness in America set
in an addicts' halfway house and a tennis academy, and featuring the most
endearingly screwed-up family to come along in recent fiction, Infinite Jest explores
essential questions about what entertainment is and why it has come to so
dominate our lives; about how our desire for entertainment affects our need to
connect with other people; and about what the pleasures we choose say about who
we are. Equal parts philosophical quest and screwball comedy, Infinite Jest bends
every rule of fiction without sacrificing for a moment its own entertainment value.
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It is an exuberant, uniquely American exploration of the passions that make us
human - and one of those rare books that renew the idea of what a novel can do.

The Girl Who Stole An Elephant
The first-ever collection of essays by one of our most distinguished and distinctive
poets, Pulitzer Prize-winner and former Poet Laureate of the United States, Kay
Ryan Synthesizing Gravity gathers for the first time a thirty-year selection of Kay
Ryan’s probings into aesthetics, poetics, and the mind in pursuit of art. A bracing
collection of critical prose, book reviews, and her private previously unpublished
soundings of poems and poets— including Robert Frost, Stevie Smith, Marianne
Moore, William Bronk, and Emily Dickinson— Synthesizing Gravity bristles with
Ryan’s crisp wit, her keen off-kilter insights, and her appetite and appreciation for
the genuine. Among essays like “Radiantly Indefensible,” “Notes on the Danger of
Notebooks,” and “The Abrasion of Loneliness,” are piquant pieces on the virtues of
emptiness, forgetfulness and other under-loved concepts. Edited and with an
introduction by Christian Wiman, this generous collection of Ryan’s distinctive
thinking gives us a surprising look into the mind of an American master.

The Life and Loves of a He Devil
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On-stage beauty. Backstage drama. As a dancer with the ultra-prestigious
Manhattan Ballet Company, nineteen-year-old Hannah Ward juggles intense
rehearsals, dazzling performances and complicated backstage relationships. Up
until now, Hannah has happily devoted her entire life to ballet. But when she meets
a handsome musician named Jacob, Hannah's universe begins to change, and she
must decide if she wants to compete against the other "bunheads" in the company
for a star soloist spot or strike out on her own in the real world. Does she dare give
up the gilded confines of the ballet for the freedoms of everyday life?

Blue Nights (Enhanced Edition)
Quiet, sensitive Faith starts middle school already worrying about how she will fit
in. To her surprise, Amanda, a popular eighth grader, convinces her to join the
school soccer team, the Bloodhounds. Having never played soccer in her life, Faith
ends up on the C team, a ragtag group that’s way better at drama than at
teamwork. Although they are awful at soccer, Faith and her teammates soon form
a bond both on and off the soccer field that challenges their notions of loyalty,
identity, friendship, and unity. The Breakaways is a raw, and beautifully honest
graphic novel that looks into the lives of a diverse and defiantly independent group
of kids learning to make room for themselves in the world.
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How to Stop Feeling Like Sh*t
What makes for a good short story? Being short, you might think the story's
structure would yield an answer to this question more readily than, say, the novel.
But for as long as the short story has been around, arguments have raged as to
what it should and shouldn't be made up of, what it should and shouldn't do. Here
,15 leading contemporary practitioners offer structural appreciations of past
masters of the form as well as their own perspectives on what the short story does
so well. The best short stories don't have closure, argues one contributor, 'because
life doesn't have closure'; 'plot must be written with the denouement constantly in
view,' quotes another. Covering a century of writing that arguably saw all the
major short forms emerge, from Hawthorne's 'Twice Told Tales' to Kafka's
modernist nightmares, these essays offer new and unique inroads into classic
texts, both for the literature student and aspiring writer.

Notes to Self
This hope-filled posthumous collection of essays and stories from the talented
young Yale graduate who died tragically five days after graduation details the
struggle that we all face as we figure out what we want to be and how we can
positively impact the world.
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The Opposite of Loneliness Enhanced Edition
From the New York Times bestselling author of H is for Hawk and winner of the
Samuel Johnson Prize for nonfiction, comes a transcendent collection of essays
about the natural world. Animals don’t exist in order to teach us things, but that is
what they have always done, and most of what they teach us is what we think we
know about ourselves. Helen Macdonald’s bestselling debut H is for Hawk brought
the astonishing story of her relationship with goshawk Mabel to global critical
acclaim and announced Macdonald as one of this century’s most important and
insightful nature writers. H is for Hawk won the Samuel Johnson Prize for Nonfiction
and the Costa Book Award, and was a finalist for the National Book Critics Circle
Award and the Kirkus Prize for Nonfiction, launching poet and falconer Macdonald
as our preeminent nature essayist, with a semi-regular column in the New York
Times Magazine. In Vesper Flights Helen Macdonald brings together a collection of
her best loved essays, along with new pieces on topics ranging from nostalgia for a
vanishing countryside to the tribulations of farming ostriches to her own private
vespers while trying to fall asleep. Meditating on notions of captivity and freedom,
immigration and flight, Helen invites us into her most intimate experiences:
observing the massive migration of songbirds from the top of the Empire State
Building, watching tens of thousands of cranes in Hungary, seeking the last golden
orioles in Suffolk’s poplar forests. She writes with heart-tugging clarity about wild
boar, swifts, mushroom hunting, migraines, the strangeness of birds’ nests, and
Page 6/32

Bookmark File PDF The Opposite Of Loneliness Essays And Stories
the unexpected guidance and comfort we find when watching wildlife. By one of
this century’s most important and insightful nature writers, Vesper Flights is a
captivating and foundational book about observation, fascination, time, memory,
love and loss and how we make sense of the world around us.

Drawings and Illustrations
One of Esquire's Most Anticipated Books of 2019 As seen in the Summer Reading
Previews of Esquire • NYLON • BuzzFeed • BookRiot • Southern Living The World
Doesn’t Require You announces the arrival of a generational talent, as Rion Amilcar
Scott shatters rigid genre lines to explore larger themes of religion, violence, and
love—all told with sly humor and a dash of magical realism. Established by the
leaders of the country’s only successful slave revolt in the mid-nineteenth century,
Cross River still evokes the fierce rhythms of its founding. In lyrical prose and
singular dialect, a saga beats forward that echoes the fables carried down for
generations—like the screecher birds who swoop down for their periodic sacrifice,
and the water women who lure men to wet deaths. Among its residents—wildly
spanning decades, perspectives, and species—are David Sherman, a struggling
musician who just happens to be God’s last son; Tyrone, a ruthless PhD candidate,
whose dissertation about a childhood game ignites mayhem in the neighboring,
once-segregated town of Port Yooga; and Jim, an all-too-obedient robot who serves
his Master. As the book builds to its finish with Special Topics in Loneliness Studies,
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a fully-realized novella, two unhinged professors grapple with hugely different
ambitions, and the reader comes to appreciate the intricacy of the world Scott has
created—one where fantasy and reality are eternally at war. Contemporary and
essential, The World Doesn’t Require You is a “leap into a blazing new level of
brilliance” (Lauren Groff) that affirms Rion Amilcar Scott as a writer whose
storytelling gifts the world very much requires.

The Opposite of Loneliness
Chaya, a no-nonsense, outspoken hero, leads her friends and a gorgeous elephant
on a noisy, fraught, joyous adventure through the jungle where revolution is
stirring and leeches lurk. Will stealing the queen's jewels be the beginning or the
end of everything for the intrepid gang? With cover illustration by David Dean.
"The Girl Who Stole an Elephant is as rich, dazzling and alluring as a pouchful of
royal jewels, and as triumphant as a trumpeting elephant! I loved it!" - Sophie
Anderson, author of The House with Chicken Legs "A glorious fast-paced adventure
through the jungle. I love Chaya's spirit and determination and the friendships that
are built along the way. I feel I am there with Chaya and her friends. The Girl Who
Stole an Elephant is adventuring at its best; a mystery, a jewel thief, and escape
into the jungle with an elephant at your side." - Gill Lewis, author of Sky Hawk
"Chaya, schoolgirl by day, thief by night, will steal your heart in this incredibly
assured debut that's packed with adventure, friendship, and loyalty." - Aisha
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Bushby, author of A Pocketful of Stars "This exciting debut, set on the lush island of
ancient Sri Lanka, introduces us to a kick-ass heroine in Chaya, a young girl who
robs the rich to help the poor in local villages Richly atmospheric, full of colour and
passion, Farook is a writer to watch." - Sally Morris, The Daily Mail "Farook embeds
her message in a cracking narrative and never lets us feel we're being preached to
Farook does not beat around the bush. "Chaya looked at the bronze spear pointing
at her neck," reads the novel's first sentence and in the ensuing 48 chapters, the
pace rarely slackens. But she allows every character time to unravel, resulting in a
deceptively dense adventure that will appeal to readers well into their teens."
Emily Bearn, The Telegraph "The Girl Who Stole an Elephant positively rustles with
the textures of rural Sri Lanka. It introduces an author keen to write a love letter to
her culture, and upend preconceptions too More like this, please." - The Observer

A Partial History of Lost Causes
'One of the funniest books I've ever read' - Gore Vidal * The Dud Avocado gained
instant cult status on first publication and remains a timeless portrait of a woman
hellbent on living. It is, as the Guardian observes, 'one of the best novels about
growing up fast'. Sally Jay Gorce is a woman with a mission. It's the 1950s, she's
young, and she's in Paris. Having dyed her hair pink, she wears evening dresses in
the daytime and vows to go native in a way not even the natives can manage.
Embarking on an educational programme that includes an affair with a married
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man (which fizzles out when she realises he's single and wants to marry her);
nights in cabarets and jazz clubs in the company of assorted "citizens of the
world"; an entanglement with a charming psychopath; and a bit part in a film
financed by a famous matador. But an education like this doesn't come cheap. Will
our heroine be forced back to the States to fulfill her destiny as a librarian, or can
she keep up her whirlwind Parisian existence? * A champagne cocktail Rich,
invigorating, and deceptively simple to the taste One falls for Sally Jay Gorce from
a great height from the first sentence - Observer As delightful and delicate an
examination of how it is to be twenty and in love and in Paris as I've ever read Sunday Times I had to tell someone how much I enjoyed The Dud Avocado. It made
me laugh, scream, and guffaw (which, incidentally, is a great name for a law firm).
- Groucho Marx Books included in the VMC 40th anniversary series include: Frost in
May by Antonia White; The Collected Stories of Grace Paley; Fire from Heaven by
Mary Renault; The Magic Toyshop by Angela Carter; The Weather in the Streets by
Rosamond Lehmann; Deep Water by Patricia Highsmith; The Return of the Soldier
by Rebecca West; Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston;
Heartburn by Nora Ephron; Memento Mori by Muriel Spark; A View of the Harbour
by Elizabeth Taylor; and Faces in the Water by Janet Frame

A Pair of Sharp Eyes
'I defy anyone not to snort, howl and recoil' The Sunday Times 'Full of wicked
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asides, tart observations and sharp remarks that could only have originated in
Graham Norton's witty brain.' Terry Wogan Looking around the room I saw what life
really was. It was made up of my passions. I saw my life reflected back at me.
People I liked, people I loved, people I had shared half a century with. All the
stories of my life were together in that one room and it made me very happy. Who
wouldn't want a friend like Graham Norton? A little bit naughty, full of frank advice,
bursting with gossip about the world's biggest stars - but most of all with an
emphatic love of life and all its joys, big and small. Join him - glass of wine in hand,
faithful doggy friend by your side - and delve in as he shares the loves of his life.

Vesper Flights
The author reflects on her family's Chinese American legacy, her experiences as a
writer, her survival of natural disasters, and her struggle to manage three family
members afflicted with brain disease.

The Opposite of Fate
For everyone who loved You Are a Badass and The Subtle Art of Not Giving a F*ck
-- a cut-through-the-crap guide to quitting the self-destructive habits that
undermine happiness and success How to Stop Feeling Like Sh*t is a straightPage 11/32
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shooting approach to self-improvement for women, one that offers no-crap truthtelling about the most common self-destructive behaviors women tend to engage
in. From listening to the imposter complex and bitchy inner critic to catastrophizing
and people-pleasing, Andrea Owen -- a nationally sought-after life coach -crystallizes what's behind these invisible, undermining habits. With each chapter,
she kicks women's gears out of autopilot and empowers them to create happier,
more fulfilling lives. Powerfully on-the-mark, the chapters are short and digestible,
nicely bypassing weighty examinations in favor of punch-points of awareness.

Morphologies
Coronation hears of the murders before she even reaches the slave port of Bristol –
six boys found with their throats slit. Horrified, she questions the locals’ readiness
to blame the killings on Red John, a travelling-man few have actually seen.
Coronation yearns to know more about the mystery. But first she has to outsmart
the bawds, thieves and rakes who prey on young girls like her: fresh from the
countryside and desperate for work. When the murderer strikes shockingly close to
Coronation, she schemes, eavesdrops and spies on all around her until the
shameful truth is out.

Bunheads
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The tragic story of the friendship between two migrant workers, George and
mentally retarded Lenny, and their dream of owning a farm

Of Mice and Men
Sloane Crosley returns to the form that made her a household name in really quite
a lot of households: Essays! From the New York Times–bestselling author Sloane
Crosley comes Look Alive Out There—a brand-new collection of essays filled with
her trademark hilarity, wit, and charm. The characteristic heart and punch-packing
observations are back, but with a newfound coat of maturity. A thin coat. More of a
blazer, really. Fans of I Was Told There’d Be Cake and How Did You Get This
Number know Sloane Crosley’s life as a series of relatable but madcap
misadventures. In Look Alive Out There, whether it’s playing herself on Gossip
Girl,scaling active volcanoes, crashing shivas, befriending swingers, or staring
down the barrel of the fertility gun, Crosley continues to rise to the occasion with
unmatchable nerve and electric one-liners. And as her subjects become more
serious, her essays deliver not just laughs but lasting emotional heft and insight.
Crosley has taken up the gauntlets thrown by her predecessors—Dorothy Parker,
Nora Ephron, David Sedaris—and crafted something rare, affecting, and true. Look
Alive Out There arrives on the tenth anniversary of I Was Told There’d be Cake,
and Crosley’s essays have managed to grow simultaneously more sophisticated
and even funnier. And yet she’s still very much herself, and it’s great to have her
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back—and not a moment too soon (or late, for that matter).

How to Be Alone
The instant New York Times bestseller and publishing phenomenon: Marina
Keegan’s posthumous collection of award-winning essays and stories “sparkles
with talent, humanity, and youth” (O, The Oprah Magazine). Marina Keegan’s star
was on the rise when she graduated magna cum laude from Yale in May 2012. She
had a play that was to be produced at the New York Fringe Festival and a job
waiting for her at The New Yorker. Tragically, five days after graduation, Marina
died in a car crash. Marina left behind a rich, deeply expansive trove of writing
that, like her title essay, captures the hope, uncertainty, and possibility of her
generation. Her short story “Cold Pastoral” was published on NewYorker.com. Her
essay “Even Artichokes Have Doubts” was excerpted in the Financial Times, and
her book was the focus of a Nicholas Kristof column in The New York Times.
Millions of her contemporaries have responded to her work on social media. As
Marina wrote: “We can still do anything. We can change our minds. We can start
over…We’re so young. We can’t, we MUST not lose this sense of possibility
because in the end, it’s all we have.” The Opposite of Loneliness is an
unforgettable collection of Marina’s essays and stories that articulates the
universal struggle all of us face as we figure out what we aspire to be and how we
can harness our talents to impact the world. “How do you mourn the loss of a fiery
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talent that was barely a tendril before it was snuffed out? Answer: Read this book.
A clear-eyed observer of human nature, Keegan could take a clever ideaand make
it something beautiful” (People).

Infinite Jest
Marilynne Robinson has built a sterling reputation as a writer of sharp, subtly
moving prose, not only as a major American novelist, but also as a rigorous thinker
and incisive essayist. In When I Was a Child I Read Books she returns to and
expands upon the themes which have preoccupied her work with renewed vigor. In
"Austerity as Ideology," she tackles the global debt crisis, and the charged political
and social political climate in this country that makes finding a solution to our
financial troubles so challenging. In "Open Thy Hand Wide" she searches out the
deeply embedded role of generosity in Christian faith. And in "When I Was a Child,"
one of her most personal essays to date, an account of her childhood in Idaho
becomes an exploration of individualism and the myth of the American West. Cleareyed and forceful as ever, Robinson demonstrates once again why she is regarded
as one of our essential writers.

The Opposite of Loneliness
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In Available Surfaces , T. R. Hummer explores the art of making both poetry and
music, and of the concept of "making" itself. He draws on childhood experiences
and experiences as an adult, as a poet, and as an explorer of unworldly spaces to
examine that "something ineffable about the process of making of which the poem
is the exemplary artifact." Hummer grew up in the deep South, and spent many of
his high school years playing saxophone in various rock and roll bands before he
met poetry. This musical influence is visible in his work: he often discusses poetry
together with music, or music with poetry, and his career has included both writing
and performance.

Sutton
"Electrifying." --Booklist (starred) Willie Sutton was born in the Irish slums of
Brooklyn in 1901, and he came of age at a time when banks were out of control.
Sutton saw only one way out and only one way to win the girl of his dreams. So
began the career of America's most successful bank robber. During three decades
Sutton became so good at breaking into banks, the FBI put him on its first-ever
Most Wanted List. But the public rooted for the criminal who never fired a shot, and
when Sutton was finally caught for good, crowds at the jail chanted his name. In
J.R. Moehringer's retelling, it was more than need or rage that drove Sutton. It was
his first love. And when he finally walked free--a surprise pardon on Christmas Eve,
1969--he immediately set out to find her. "What Hilary Mantel did for Thomas
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Cromwell and Paula McLain for Hadley Hemingway . . . J.R. Moehringer now does
for bank robber Willie Sutton." --Newsday "Thoroughly absorbing. . . . Filled with
vibrant and colorful re-creations of not one but several times in the American
past." --Kevin Baker, author of Strivers Row "[J.R. Moehringer] has found an
historical subject equal to his vivid imagination, gimlet journalistic eye, and pitchperfect ear for dialogue. By turns suspenseful, funny, romantic, and sad--in short, a
book you won't be able to put down." --John Burnham Schwartz, author of
Reservation Road and The Commoner

Synthesizing Gravity
Passionate, strong-minded nonfiction from the National Book Award-winning author
of The Corrections Jonathan Franzen's The Corrections was the best-loved and
most-written-about novel of 2001. Nearly every in-depth review of it discussed
what became known as "The Harper's Essay," Franzen's controversial 1996
investigation of the fate of the American novel. This essay is reprinted for the first
time in How to be Alone, along with the personal essays and the dead-on reportage
that earned Franzen a wide readership before the success of The Corrections.
Although his subjects range from the sex-advice industry to the way a supermax
prison works, each piece wrestles with familiar themes of Franzen's writing: the
erosion of civic life and private dignity and the hidden persistence of loneliness in
postmodern, imperial America. Recent pieces include a moving essay on his
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father's stuggle with Alzheimer's disease (which has already been reprinted around
the world) and a rueful account of Franzen's brief tenure as an Oprah Winfrey
author. As a collection, these essays record what Franzen calls "a movement away
from an angry and frightened isolation toward an acceptance--even a
celebration--of being a reader and a writer." At the same time they show the wry
distrust of the claims of technology and psychology, the love-hate relationship with
consumerism, and the subversive belief in the tragic shape of the individual life
that help make Franzen one of our sharpest, toughest, and most entertaining
social critics.

Everlasting Sunday
The former Sex & Relationships Editor for Cosmopolitan and host of the wildly
popular comedy show Tinder Live with Lane Moore presents her poignant, funny,
and deeply moving first book. Lane Moore is a rare performer who is as impressive
onstage—whether hosting her iconic show Tinder Live or being the enigmatic front
woman of It Was Romance—as she is on the page, as both a former writer for The
Onion and an award-winning sex and relationships editor for Cosmopolitan. But her
story has had its obstacles, including being her own parent, living in her car as a
teenager, and moving to New York City to pursue her dreams. Through it all, she
looked to movies, TV, and music as the family and support systems she never had.
From spending the holidays alone to having better “stranger luck” than with those
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closest to her to feeling like the last hopeless romantic on earth, Lane reveals her
powerful and entertaining journey in all its candor, anxiety, and ultimate
acceptance—with humor always her bolstering force and greatest gift. How to Be
Alone is a must-read for anyone whose childhood still feels unresolved, who spends
more time pretending to have friends online than feeling close to anyone in real
life, who tries to have genuine, deep conversations in a roomful of people who
would rather you not. Above all, it’s a book for anyone who desperately wants to
feel less alone and a little more connected through reading her words.

The Dud Avocado
"In this dazzling debut, Emilie Pine speaks to the events that have marked her
life--those emotional disruptions for which our society has no adequate language,
at once bittersweet, clandestine, and ordinary. She writes with radical honesty on
the unspeakable grief of infertility, on caring for an alcoholic parent, on taboos
around female bodies and female pain, on sexual violence and violence against the
self. This is the story of one woman, and of all women. Devastating, poignant, and
wise--and joyful against the odds--Notes to Self is an unforgettable exploration of
what it feels like to be alive, and a daring act of rebellion against a society that is
more comfortable with women's silence"-Page 19/32
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Coventry
This retrospective showcases the works of a leader of the Decadent movement,
Baron Hans Henning Voigt (1887–1969). Better known as Alastair, the artist
created works that are frequently likened to those of Aubrey Beardsley, Harry
Clarke, and Edward Gorey. Alastair's highly ornate and distinctively ominous style
blossomed with a series of erotic illustrations for the publisher and literary
renegade Harry Crosby. This original selection of striking black-and-white drawings
invites close examination and appreciation of the artist's skillful, sensual tone.
These shadowy, sinuous images include characters from stories by Oscar Wilde
and Flaubert, as well as scenes from La Tosca and The Magic Flute. An informative
Introduction by editor David A. Beronä, a historian of illustrated books, offers
background on Alastair and his unique place in twentieth-century art and
illustration. Art historians, bibliophiles, and collectors and students of drawing and
book illustration will treasure this affordable compilation of hard-to-find works.

When I Was a Child I Read Books
A magnificently researched, dramatically told work of narrative nonfiction about
the history, evolution, impact, and ultimate demise of what was known in the
1930s and 1940s as President Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s Black Cabinet. In the
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early 20th century, most African Americans still lived in the South, disenfranchised,
impoverished, terrorized by white violence, and denied the basic rights of
citizenship. As the Democrats swept into the White House on a wave of black
defectors from the Party of Lincoln, a group of African American intellectuals—legal
minds, social scientists, media folk—sought to get the community’s needs on the
table. This would become the Black Cabinet, a group of African American racial
affairs experts working throughout the New Deal, forming an unofficial advisory
council to lobby the President. But with the white Southern vote so important to
the fortunes of the Party, the path would be far from smooth. Most prominent in
the Black Cabinet were Mary McLeod Bethune, an educator close to Eleanor
Roosevelt, and her “boys”: Robert Weaver, a Harvard-educated economist who
pioneered enforcement standards for federal anti-discrimination guidelines (and,
years later, the first African American Cabinet secretary); Bill Hastie, a lawyer who
would become a federal appellate judge; Al Smith, head of the largest black jobs
program in the New Deal at the WPA; and Robert Vann, a newspaper publisher
whose unstinting reporting on the administration’s shortcomings would keep his
erstwhile colleagues honest. Ralph Bunche, Walter White of the NAACP, A. Philip
Randolph, and others are part of the story as well. But the Black Cabinet was never
officially recognized by FDR, and with the demise of the New Deal, it disappeared
from history. Jill Watts’s The Black Cabinet is a dramatic full-scale examination of a
forgotten moment that speaks directly to our own.
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The Black Cabinet
A novel about survival, self-reliance, and art, by Peter Stamm, finalist for the 2013
Man Booker International Prize All Days Are Night is the story of Gillian, a
successful and beautiful TV host, content with her marriage to Matthias, even if she
feels restless at times. One night following an argument, the couple has a terrible
car accident: Matthias, who is drunk, hits a deer on the wet road and dies in the
crash. Gillian wakes up in the hospital completely disfigured. Only slowly, after
many twists and turns, does she put her life back together, and reconnects with a
love interest of the past who becomes a possible future—or so it seems. In
Stamm’s unadorned and haunting style, this new novel forcefully tells the story of
a woman who loses her life but must stay alive all the same. How she works
everything out in the end is at once surprising and incredibly rewarding.

A Supposedly Fun Thing I'll Never Do Again
An incisive biography of the Supreme Court's enigmatic Chief Justice, taking us
inside the momentous legal decisions of his tenure so far. John Roberts was named
to the Supreme Court in 2005 claiming he would act as a neutral umpire in
deciding cases. His critics argue he has been anything but, pointing to his
conservative victories on voting rights and campaign finance. Yet he broke from
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orthodoxy in his decision to preserve Obamacare. How are we to understand the
motives of the most powerful judge in the land? In The Chief, award-winning
journalist Joan Biskupic contends that Roberts is torn between two, often divergent,
priorities: to carry out a conservative agenda, and to protect the Court's image and
his place in history. Biskupic shows how Roberts's dual commitments have fostered
distrust among his colleagues, with major consequences for the law. Trenchant and
authoritative, The Chief reveals the making of a justice and the drama on this
nation's highest court.

The Book of Moods
NPR's Favorite Books of 2019 Rachel Cusk redrew the boundaries of fiction with the
Outline Trilogy, three “literary masterpieces” (The Washington Post) whose
narrator, Faye, perceives the world with a glinting, unsparing intelligence while
remaining opaque to the reader. Lauded for the precision of her prose and the
quality of her insight, Cusk is a writer of uncommon brilliance. Now, in Coventry,
she gathers a selection of her nonfiction writings that both offers new insights on
the themes at the heart of her fiction and forges a startling critical voice on some
of our most urgent personal, social, and artistic questions. Coventry encompasses
memoir, cultural criticism, and writing about literature, with pieces on family life,
gender, and politics, and on D. H. Lawrence, Françoise Sagan, and Kazuo Ishiguro.
Named for an essay Cusk published in Granta (“Every so often, for offences actual
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or hypothetical, my mother and father stop speaking to me. There’s a funny phrase
for this phenomenon in England: it’s called being sent to Coventry”), this collection
is pure Cusk and essential reading for our age: fearless, unrepentantly erudite, and
dazzling to behold.

Available Surfaces
“Somewhere the ghosts of Shirley Jackson and the Henry James of The Turn of the
Screw are smiling, because a wildly talented young writer has joined their lineage.”
— George Saunders, #1 New York Times bestselling author of Lincoln in the Bardo
Entertainment Weekly’s New Books to Read in July • Longlisted for the Center for
Fiction First Novel Prize • Poets & Writers Annual Debut Fiction Roundup • “One of
the best literary thrillers you’ll read this year, I was hooked from page one.” —
Cosmopolitan Lydia and Lucas Moore are in their late twenties when a stranger
enters their small world on Wolf Island. Lydia, the responsible sister, has cared for
her pathologically shy brother, Lucas, ever since their mom’s death a decade
before. They live together, comfortable yet confined, in their family house by the
sea, shadowed by events from their childhood. When Lydia sees the stranger step
off the ferry, she feels an immediate connection to him. Lucas is convinced the
man, Cole Anthony, is the reincarnation of their baby brother, who died when they
were young. Cole knows their mannerisms, their home, the topography of the
island—what else could that mean? Though Lydia is doubtful, she can’t deny she is
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drawn to his magnetism, his energy, and his warmth. To discover the truth about
Cole, Lydia must finally face her anxiety about leaving the island and summon the
strength to challenge Cole’s grip on her family’s past and her brother. A deliciously
alluring read, Goodnight Stranger is a story of choices and regrets, courage and
loneliness, and the ways we hold on to those we love.

All Days Are Night
In this exuberantly praised book - a collection of seven pieces on subjects ranging
from television to tennis, from the Illinois State Fair to the films of David Lynch,
from postmodern literary theory to the supposed fun of traveling aboard a
Caribbean luxury cruiseliner - David Foster Wallace brings to nonfiction the same
curiosity, hilarity, and exhilarating verbal facility that has delighted readers of his
fiction, including the bestselling Infinite Jest.

The Chief
Butterflies, ice-cream, writing at night, playing word gamesin this witty, intimate
and delicious book Anne Fadiman ruminates on her passions, both literary and
everyday. From mourning the demise of letter-writing to revealing a monumental
crush on Charles Lamb, from Balzac's coffee addiction to making ice-cream from
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Liquid Nitrogen, she draws us into a world of hedonistic pleasures and literary
delights. This is the perfect book for life's ardent obsessives.

The World Doesn't Require You: Stories
A revealing scrutiny of contemporary marriage; winner of the 2015 Lexi Rudnitsky
First Book Prize in Poetry.

The Breakaways
"The seven years between the birth of Etgar Keret's son and the death of his father
were good years, though still full of reasons to worry. Lev is born in the midst of a
terrorist attack. Etgar's father gets cancer. The threat of constant war looms over
their home and permeates daily life"--

Goodnight Stranger
England, 1962. Seventeen-year-old Radford arrives at Goodwin Manor, a home for
boys who have 'been found by trouble'. Watched over by the enigmatic Teddy, life
at the Manor offers a fragile peace at best, as the coldest winter in three centuries
sets in. Radford learns that the boys are to care for each other, since their families
Page 26/32

Bookmark File PDF The Opposite Of Loneliness Essays And Stories
and the law have been unable to do so. But will this be enough when tragedy
strikes? At once both beautiful and brutal, The Everlasting Sunday is an
unforgettable debut novel about growing up, growing wild and the shifting nature
of friendship.

How to Be Alone
In the tradition of John Jeremiah Sullivan and David Foster Wallace, Cheston
Knapp’s Up Up, Down Down “is an always smart, often hilarious, and ultimately
transcendent essay collection” (Anthony Doerr, Pulitzer Prize-winning author of All
the Light We Cannot See) that brilliantly explores authenticity and the nature of
identity. Daring and wise, hilarious and tender, Cheston Knapp’s “glittering” (Leslie
Jamison) collection of seven linked essays tackles the Big Questions through
seemingly unlikely avenues. In his dexterous hands, an examination of a local
professional wrestling promotion becomes a meditation on pain and his
relationship with his father. A profile of UFO enthusiasts ends up probing his history
in the church and, more broadly, the nature and limits of faith itself. Attending an
adult skateboarding camp launches him into a virtuosic analysis of nostalgia. And
the shocking murder of a neighbor expands into an interrogation of our culture’s
prevailing ideas about community. Even more remarkable, perhaps, is the way he
manages to find humanity in a damp basement full of frat boys. Taken together,
the essays in Up Up, Down Down amount to a chronicle of Knapp’s coming-of-age,
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a young man’s journey into adulthood, late-onset as it might appear. He presents
us with formative experiences from his childhood to marriage that echo throughout
the collection, and ultimately tilts at what may be the Biggest Q of them all: what
are the hazards of becoming who you are? With “a firmly tongue-in-cheek
approach to the existential crises of male maturity for the millennial
generation…Knapp’s intelligent take on coming-of-age deserves to be widely read”
(Publishers Weekly). “Compelling…Precise and laugh-inducing” (The New York
Times Book Review), Up Up, Down Down signals the arrival of a truly one-of-a-kind
voice.

Look Alive Out There
"Hilariously witty, unflinchingly honest, and brimming with hope." Bobbi Brown "A
fascinating, thorough, and truly helpful book. I loved it!" Sarah Knight, New York
Times bestselling author of Calm the F*ck Down The Happiness Project meets So
Sad Today in this "hilariously witty, unflinchingly honest" book from the beloved
founder of Words of Women, contemplating the nature of negative emotions, and
the insights that allowed her to take back control. Five years ago, Lauren Martin
was sure something was wrong with her. She had a good job in New York, an
apartment in Brooklyn, a boyfriend, yet every day she wrestled with feelings of
inferiority, anxiety and irritability. It wasn't until a chance encounter with a
(charming, successful) stranger who revealed that she also felt these things, that
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Lauren set out to better understand the hold that these moods had on her, how
she could change them, and began to blog about the wisdom she uncovered. It
quickly exploded into an international online community of women who felt like
she did: lost, depressed, moody, and desirous of change. Inspired by her audience
to press even deeper, The Book of Moods shares Lauren's journey to infuse her life
with a sense of peace and stability. With observations that will resonate and
inspire, she dives into the universal triggers every woman faces - whether it's a
comment from your mother, the relentless grind at your job, days when you wish
the mirror had a Valencia filter, or all of the above. Blending cutting-edge science,
timeless philosophy, witty anecdotes and effective forms of self-care, Martin has
written a powerful, intimate, and incredibly relatable chronicle of transformation,
proving that you really can turn your worst moods into your best life.

The Seven Good Years
Marina Keegan's star was on the rise when she graduated from Yale in May 2012.
She had a play that was to be produced at the New York International Fringe
Festival and a job waiting for her at the New Yorker. Tragically, five days after
graduation, Marina died in a car crash. As her family, friends and classmates, deep
in grief, joined to create a memorial service for Marina, her unforgettable last
essay for the Yale Daily News, 'The Opposite of Loneliness', went viral, receiving
more than 1.4 million hits. She had struck a chord. Even though she was just 22
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when she died, Marina left behind a rich, expansive trove of prose that, like her
title essay, captures the hope, uncertainty and possibility of her generation. The
Opposite of Loneliness is an assemblage of Marina's essays and stories that
articulates the universal struggle we all face as we work out what we aspire to be
and how we can harness our talents to make an impact on the world.

Up Up, Down Down
This enhanced eBook edition of Blue Nights includes three short films directed by
Griffin Dunne and starring Joan Didion. Each film blends Didion's incisive prose with
images and mementos from her daughter's life. From one of our most powerful
writers, Blue Nights is a work of stunning frankness about losing a daughter. Richly
textured with bits of her own childhood and married life with her husband, John
Gregory Dunne, and daughter, Quintana Roo, this new book by Joan Didion
examines her thoughts, fears, and doubts regarding having children, illness, and
growing old. Blue Nights opens on July 26, 2010, as Didion thinks back to
Quintana’s wedding in New York seven years before. Today would be her wedding
anniversary. This fact triggers vivid snapshots of Quintana’s childhood—in Malibu,
in Brentwood, at school in Holmby Hills. Reflecting on her daughter but also on her
role as a parent, Didion asks the candid questions any parent might about how she
feels she failed either because cues were not taken or perhaps displaced. “How
could I have missed what was clearly there to be seen?” Finally, perhaps we all
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remain unknown to each other. Seamlessly woven in are incidents Didion sees as
underscoring her own age, something she finds hard to acknowledge, much less
accept. Blue Nights—the long, light evening hours that signal the summer solstice,
“the opposite of the dying of the brightness, but also its warning”—like The Year of
Magical Thinking before it, is an iconic book of incisive and electric honesty,
haunting and profoundly moving.

At Large and at Small
Abandoning her life when her father succumbs to Huntington's disease,
Massachusetts native Irina discovers an unanswered letter from her father to an
internationally renowned chess champion and political dissident, who she decides
to visit in Russia. A first novel.
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