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A graphic account of the first major clash of the
Vietnam War

1st Marine Division in Vietnam
Uses personal accounts, archival materials,
interviews, and Pulitzer-Prize-winning photographs to
document AP's groundbreaking role in providing the
news to the international and American press.

Don't Bunch Up
Presenting a fascinating insider's view of U.S.A.F.
special operations, this volume brings to life the
critical contributions these forces have made to the
exercise of air & space power. Focusing in particular
on the period between the Korean War & the
Indochina wars of 1950-1979, the accounts of
numerous missions are profusely illustrated with
photos & maps. Includes a discussion of AF operations
in Europe during WWII, as well as profiles of Air
Commandos who performed above & beyond the call
of duty. Reflects on the need for financial & political
support for restoration of the forces. Bibliography.
Extensive photos & maps. Charts & tables.

U.S. Marines In Vietnam: The Landing
And The Buildup, 1965
“Oh, yes,” a retired NVA officer matter-of-factly
declared to former U.S. Marine Otto J. Lehrack. “In the
Que Son Valley in 1967, we killed more Americans
than at any time or place during the war.” Road of
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10,000 Pains, which takes its name from The Iliad, is
an epic oral history of Vietnam's bloodiest campaign,
fought for seven months in a series of battles, most
within four miles of each other, along Route 534. In
October 1967, orders came down to the 2nd North
Vietnamese Army Division commanding them to join
with local Viet Cong units and seize the city of Da
Nang in the coming Tet Offensive. When the time
came, the division was so battered from its sevenmonth campaign in the Que Son Valley that it failed to
carry out its mission. Only one platoon was to make it
inside the city limits of Da Nang. Had it not been for
the violent struggles in the valley, Da Nang may have
suffered the same fate as the city of Hue.

13 Cent Killers
In August 1965 as a forward observer with the 3d
Battalion, 7th Marines, the author saw his first combat
in Operation Starlite, the first large-scale ground
combat operation in Vietnam. In March 1966, as the
artillery liaison officer for the renowned 'Magnicent
Bastards' of the 2d Battalion, 4th Marines, he fought
in Operation Texas, one of the bloodiest battles of the
war. For two hours, Sympson directed over 2,500
rounds of artillery fire nearly on top of Echo Company
to drive back the Viet Cong who had trapped the
Marines at the edge of a heavily fortified village.

Turning Point 1967-1968
In Persistent Battle
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“[A] brief but well-told and well-researched account . .
. a good description of early U.S. Marine deployments
to Vietnam” (HistoryNet). The First Battle is a graphic
account of the Vietnam War’s first major clash. On
August 18, 1965, regiment fought regiment on the
Van Tuong Peninsula near the new Marine base at
Chu Lai. On the American side were three battalions
of Marines under the command of Col. Oscar Peatross,
a hero of two previous wars. His opponent was the 1st
Viet Cong Regiment commanded by Nguyen Dinh
Trong, a veteran of many fights against the French
and the South Vietnamese. Codenamed Operation
Starlite, this action was a resounding success for the
Marines, and its result was cause for great optimism
about America’s future in Vietnam. Blood debt, han tu
in Vietnamese, can mean revenge, debt of honor, or
blood owed for blood spilled. The blood debt came
into Vietnamese usage early in the war with the
United States. With this battle, the Johnson
Administration began compiling its own blood debt,
this one to the American people. The book also looks
at the ongoing conflict between the US Army and the
US Marines about the methodology of the Vietnam
War. With decades of experience with insurrection
and rebellion, the Marines were institutionally
oriented to base the struggle on pacification of the
population. The Army, on the other hand, having
largely trained to meet the Soviet Army on the plains
of Germany, opted for search-and-destroy missions
against Communist main force units. The history of
the Vietnam War is littered with many “what ifs.” This
may be the biggest of them.
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Apollo's Warriors
General Wallace M. Greene Jr. was the 23d
Commandant of the Marine Corps, serving from 1964
to 1967, a period in which American involvement in
Vietnam increased dramatically. The Greene Papers:
General Wallace M. Greene Jr. and the Escalation of
the Vietnam War, January 1964-March 1965 contains
more than 100 documents from the personal papers
of General Greene and is the first edited volume of
personal papers to be published by the Marine Corps
History Division as a monograph. Produced by a
member of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, General Greene's
notes provide readers with a firsthand account from
one of the main participants in the decision-making
process that led to the commitment of a large-scale
American expeditionary force in Southeast Asia.
Because of President Lyndon B. Johnson's reticence to
regularly consult the Joint Chiefs on military matters,
however, the notes also give readers a second point
of view: that of a frustrated advisor kept on the
outside and forced to look in, observe, and reflect on
major military decisions often made without his input
or support. Also apparent are the tensions between
Greene and President Johnson's aggressive and
domineering Secretary of Defense, Robert S.
McNamara. This volume begins in January 1964 and
ends just before the landing of the 9th Marine
Expeditionary Brigade at Da Nang on 8 March 1965, a
pivotal moment that marked the official transition
from the United States' advisory mission to a more
active combat mission. In doing so, it traces Greene's
growing frustration with McNamara's and Johnson's
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equivocation and uncertainty about Southeast Asia.
Along with a series of commemorative pamphlets, this
book is part of the Marine Corps History Division's
effort to mark the fiftieth anniversary of the Vietnam
War. Other publications avaialble from the United
States Marine Corps can be found here:
https://bookstore.gpo.gov/agency/922 Other
publications about the Vietnam War can be found
here: https://bookstore.gpo.gov/catalog/us-militaryhistory/battles-wars/vietnam-war

Dispatches
A collection of interviews presents the personal
experiences of Marines during the Vietnam War

U.S. Marines In Vietnam: The Defining
Year, 1968
There is an evident need to see things more clearly,
but without simplifying what was inherently a very
complex war, which engulfed not only the United
States and Vietnam, but their respective allies and
other countries in Indochina, namely Laos and
Cambodia. This task is undertaken by The A to Z
Guide of the Vietnam War, first in its chronology, then
in its introduction, but mainly in a substantial
dictionary section including hundreds of entries on
significant military and political persons, places,
events, armed units, battles and lesser engagements,
and weapons. Those seeking further information can
then turn to the bibliography.
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Marine division
The U.S. Marine Corps' war in Vietnam was a
mixtureof large-scale conventional battles against
mainViet Cong and North Vietnamese Army
(NVA)units and smaller pacification operations
designed to securethe South Vietnamese population
from Communist insurgents.During the latter half of
1965, Marine forces foughtrepeated engagements
against large Viet Cong units, mostnotably the 1st
Viet Cong Regiment. The first battle, a fight inAugust
to secure the area around Chu Lai called
OperationStarlite, inflicted significant casualties upon
this force. However,within just a few months, the
Communist unit reconstituteditself, forcing the
Marines to launch another operationto destroy the
formation in December. The Marines codenamedthis
action Operation Harvest Moon.Operation Harvest
Moon has largely been overlooked inhistories of the
Vietnam War. While Operation Starlite wasconsidered
a major success and a clear demonstration of
thesuperiority of America's conventional military
forces comparedto the Viet Cong, Harvest Moon was
less decisive.The following year, the Marine Corps'
attention also beganto shift north toward the
demilitarized zone (DMZ) as moreregular North
Vietnamese combat forces put pressure on
theMarines' area of operations. Consequently, the
battle wasovershadowed by larger
engagements.Nevertheless, the operation was
important for a numberof reasons. Harvest Moon was
the Marines' last large-scale,conventional operation of
1965 in Vietnam. Fought in thevalleys and hills
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between the city of Tam Ky and the inlandoutpost of
Hiep Duc, it was the largest combined
operationbetween Marine units and the South
Vietnamese militaryto that date. Perhaps most
importantly, the battle demonstratedmany of the
frustrations and problems faced by allthe American
forces in South Vietnam as they tried to defeatthe
Viet Cong-led insurgency. The disparity in the
fightingabilities between the Marines and South
Vietnamese Armyunits hindered combat
effectiveness. The lack of coordinationbetween the
two forces, and between the Marine Corpsand U.S. Air
Force, also led to heavy losses on the allied
side.Enjoying logistical support from North Vietnam,
the 1st VietCong Regiment was able to defeat South
Vietnamese forceswhile largely evading American
units.

Combat at Close Quarters
Oral history by Marines who fought to liberate Kuwait
from Saddam Hussein's invading forces. America's
Battalion tells the experiences of one unit, the 3rd
Battalion, 3rd Marines, during Operation Desert
Storm—the first Gulf War. Building from interviews
with the members of the batallion, Otto Lehrack
examines the nature of warfare in the Persian Gulf.
The terrain of the Arabian Peninsula and the
disposition of the enemy dictated conventional
warfare requiring battalion and regimental assaults
coordinated at the division level, so interviewees are
primarily the officers and senior non-commissioned
officers concerned. The 3rd of the 3rd, also known as
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"America's Battalion," had just returned from
deployment in the summer of 1990 when they were
required to immediately re-deploy to a strange land to
face a battle-hardened enemy after Iraq invaded
Kuwait. Theirs was only the second Marine battalion
to arrive in Saudi Arabia. They participated in the first
allied ground operation of the war, played a key role
in the battle for the city of Khafji, and were the first to
infiltrate the Iraqi wire and minefield barrier in order
to provide flank security for the beginning of the allied
offensive. Facing an enemy that had used some of the
most fearsome weapons of mass
destruction—chemical and biological agents—against
its former opponents and against its own people, the
Marines had been prepared for the worst. Lehrack has
documented this unit's remarkable performance
through the accounts of those who participated in the
historic events in the Persian Gulf and returned home
to tell of them.

The Greene Papers
The U.S. Army Center of Military History is pleased to
present a new pamphlet in its U.S. Army Campaigns
of the Vietnam War series. Buying Time, 1965 1966,
by Frank L. Jones, begins with President Lyndon B.
Johnson s decision to commit the U.S. military to an
escalating role in the ground war against the
Communist government of North Vietnam and its
allies in South Vietnam known as the Viet Cong.
Beginning in 1965, William C. Westmoreland, the
commanding general of the Military Assistance
Command, Vietnam (MACV), sent large numbers of
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soldiers on search-and-destroy missions against Viet
Cong forces. His strategy in Vietnam depended on the
superiority of U.S. firepower, including intensive aerial
bombardments of regular enemy units. The goal was
to inflict more losses than the Communist forces could
sustain. During 1966, the United States gradually built
up not just its forces, but also the logistical and
administrative infrastructure needed to support them.
Pacification, which took a lesser role during the
military buildup, remained central to the allies
approach to the war, with the White House taking
additional measures to elevate its importance. As
1966 drew to a close, General Westmoreland was in
position to launch the type of large, sustained military
campaign that he hoped would both cripple the
enemy and enable the South Vietnamese to make
substantial progress toward pacification. The tide had
been stemmed, yet no one was under the illusion that
the task ahead would be either easy or quick. Indeed,
the events of 1965 and 1966 had shown the enemy to
be a dangerous and able foe, unshaken despite heavy
losses in his own pursuit of victory. The true struggle
had just begun."

Images from the Otherland
Hampton's life and significance in southern history
merit close reexamination, and Rod Andrew is just the
right person for the task. In this first-rate biography
Andrew provides an enlightened portrait of a man
driven by personal circumstances as well as southern
codes of paternalism and chivalry. It is the best, most
careful and rigorous study of Hampton, offering a new
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understanding of South Carolina politics at a critical
time in the state's history.'' VERNON BURTON,
University of Illinois at Champaign-Urbana

America's Battalion
This work describes riverine combat during the
Vietnam War, emphasizing the operations of the U.S.
Navy’s River Patrol Force, which conducted Operation
Game Warden; the U.S. Army-Navy Mobile Riverine
Force, the formation that General William
Westmoreland said “saved the Mekong Delta” during
the Tet Offensive of 1968; and the Vietnam Navy. An
important section details the SEALORDS combined
campaign, a determined effort by U.S. Navy, South
Vietnamese Navy, and allied ground forces to cut
enemy supply lines from Cambodia and disrupt
operations at base areas deep in the delta. The
author also covers details on the combat vessels,
helicopters, weapons, and equipment employed in the
Mekong Delta as well as the Vietnamese combatants
(on both sides) and American troops who fought to
secure Vietnam’s waterways. Special features focus
on the ubiquitous river patrol boats (PBRs) and the
Swift boats (PCFs), river warfare training, Vice Admiral
Elmo R. Zumwalt Jr., the Black Ponies aircraft
squadron, and Navy SEALs. This publication may be of
interest to history scholars, veterans, students in
advanced placement history classes, and military
enthusiasts given the continuing impact of riverine
warfare on U.S. naval and military operations in the
21st century. Special Publicity Tie-In: Commemoration
of the 50th anniversary of the Vietnam War
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(Commemoration dates: 28 May 2012 - 11 November
2025). This is the fifth book in the series, "The U.S.
Navy and the Vietnam War." TABLE OF CONTENTS
Introduction The First Indochina War The Vietnam
Navy River Force and American Advisors The U.S.
Navy and the Rivers of Vietnam SEALORDS The End of
the Line for U.S. and Vietnamese River Forces
Sidebars: The PBR Riverine Warfare Training Battle
Fleet of the Mekong Delta High Drama in the Delta
Vice Admiral Elmo R. Zumwalt Jr. Black Ponies The
Swift Boat Warriors with Green Faces Suggested
Reading

Seven Firefights in Vietnam
When the Ku Klux Klan’s unwelcome reappearance
rattles Stella’s segregated southern town, bravery
battles prejudice in this New York Times bestselling
Depression-era “novel that soars” (The New York
Times Book Review) that School Library Journal called
“storytelling at its finest” in a starred review. Stella
lives in the segregated South—in Bumblebee, North
Carolina, to be exact about it. Some stores she can go
into. Some stores she can’t. Some folks are right
pleasant. Others are a lot less so. To Stella, it sort of
evens out, and heck, the Klan hasn’t bothered them
for years. But one late night, later than she should
ever be up, much less wandering around outside,
Stella and her little brother see something they’re
never supposed to see, something that is the first
flicker of change to come, unwelcome change by any
stretch of the imagination. As Stella’s
community—her world—is upended, she decides to
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fight fire with fire. And she learns that ashes don’t
necessarily signify an end.

Public Affairs
This is the second volume in a series of chronological
histories prepared by the Marine Corps History and
Museums Division to cover the entire span of Marine
Corps involvement in the Vietnam War. This volume
details the Marine activities during 1965, the year the
war escalated and major American combat units were
committed to the conflict. The narrative traces the
landing of the nearly 5,000-man 9th Marine
Expeditionary Brigade and its transformation into the
ΙII Marine Amphibious Force, which by the end of the
year contained over 38,000 Marines. During this
period, the Marines established three enclaves in
South Vietnam’s northernmost corps area, I Corps,
and their mission expanded from defense of the Da
Nang Airbase to a balanced strategy involving base
defense, offensive operations, and pacification. This
volume continues to treat the activities of Marine
advisors to the South Vietnamese armed forces but in
less detail than its predecessor volume, U.S. Marines
in Vietnam, 1954-1964; The Advisory and Combat
Assistance Era.

What It Is Like to Go to War
"The best book to have been written about the
Vietnam War" (The New York Times Book Review); an
instant classic straight from the front lines. From its
terrifying opening pages to its final eloquent words,
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Dispatches makes us see, in unforgettable and
unflinching detail, the chaos and fervor of the war and
the surreal insanity of life in that singular combat
zone. Michael Herr’s unsparing, unorthodox retellings
of the day-to-day events in Vietnam take on the force
of poetry, rendering clarity from one of the most
incomprehensible and nightmarish events of our time.
Dispatches is among the most blistering and
compassionate accounts of war in our literature.

The Magnificent Bastards of Chu Lai
The 2008 National Defense Authorization Act
authorized the Secretary of Defense to conduct a
program to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the
Vietnam War. The First Fight is the second title in a
series dedicated to the Marine Corps' involvement in
Southeast Asia from the early 1960s until 1975. This
commemorative publication focuses on Operation
Starlite, the first significant engagement between
Marines and the Viet Cong with regimental-sized
forces. It lasted from 18 to 24 August 1965, and in
many ways foreshadowed the experience of American
forces in Vietnam.

Spinning Starlight
This is the third volume in an operational and
chronological series covering the Marine Corps’
participation in the Vietnam War. This particular
volume details the continued build-up in 1966 of the
III Marine Amphibious Force in South Vietnam’s
northernmost corps area, I Corps, and the accelerated
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tempo of fighting during the year—the result being an
“expanding war.” Although written from the
perspective of III MAF and the ground war in I Corps,
the volume treats the activities of Marine advisors to
the South Vietnamese Armed Forces, the Seventh
Fleet Special Landing Force, and Marines on the staff
of the U.S. Military Assistance Command, Vietnam, in
Saigon. There are separate chapters on Marine air,
artillery, and logistics. An attempt has been made to
place the Marine role in relation to the overall effort.

The A to Z of the Vietnam War
Buying Time, 1965-1966
Based on official army records, these eyewitness
accounts offer a brief history of the Vietnam conflict
from 1965 to 1968, conveying the heroism and horror
of warfare.

No Shining Armor
Operation Starlite
United States Army in Vietnam. CMH Pub. 91-13.
Draws upon previously unavailable Army and Defense
Department records to interpret the part the press
played during the Vietnam War. Discusses the roles of
the following in the creation of information policy:
Military Assistance Command's Office of Information
in Saigon; White House; State Department; Defense
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Department; and the United States Embassy in
Saigon.

The First Fight
U.S. Marines in Vietnam
The First Battle
Captain William Van Zanten was one of the
“Magnificent Bastards” of the 2nd Battalion, 4th
Marines, in 1966–a year when any day could bring
death or dismemberment from a Bouncing Betty or a
punji stake, a firefight or a sniper bullet. He and his
men faced B-52-sized mosquitoes, rain, heat, disease,
and a determined and elusive enemy who kept the
Marines off-balance, edgy, and sleepless. Yet Van
Zanten persevered with a soldierly professionalism
built on rigorous training. Dedication and boot camp
forged the volunteer Marines of the early war years,
so when the stakes went through the roof in Vietnam,
commitment of man to man and man to unit was
total. They supported each other with a soldier’s
intimacy and endured with a soldier’s humor–and
together that meant survival. From the Paperback
edition.

Breaking News
In the early morning hours of August 18, 1965, two
battalions of Marine Corps leathernecks launched a
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surprise attack against firmly entrenched Communist
troops on Vietnam's Chu Lai peninsula. Code named
Operation Starlite, it would be the war's first full-scale
battle between American and North Vietnamese
combat troops. American military leaders who
planned the attack knew the stakes were high;
victory--or defeat--would have far-reaching political
consequences. But no one could have known that the
success of Operation Starlite would ultimately depend
on the efforts of a mere 170 gyrenes--the
"Magnificent Bastards" of Company H. At the height of
the battle, in the face of wave after wave of fanatical
North Vietnam and Viet Cong counterattacks,
Company H suddenly found itself on the edge of
annihilation. And as their ammunition ran out and
they fixed bayonnets for one final stand, the
Magnificent Bastards climbed out of their foxholes to
face one of the severest tests of military history
Lawrence Cortesi was an American school teacher
and prolific writer, who published multiple books,
often telling history as a story in his trademark style.
Born on August 6, 1923, he married Frances Barringer
and had four children. He died on October 12, 1987.

Air power in three wars
Includes 78 photos and 16 maps / charts This book
explores the unique problem of defending air bases
during the Vietnam War. It centers on the primary
efforts of the United States Air Force and allied air
units to defend 10 key air bases within the Republic of
Vietnam. Bien Hoa, on 1 November 1964, was the first
base to be attacked and until the cease-fire in January
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1973, these bases suffered a total of 475 attacks.
Although there were initial deficiencies in staff
support for base defense in such key areas as
intelligence, motor vehicles, weapons procurement
and maintenance, communications, and civil
engineering, significant improvements had been
made by the end of the Air Force’s part in the war.
The author, Lt. Col. Roger P. Fox, USAF (Ret.), wrote
this volume while assigned to the Office of Air Force
History. He brings judgments to his research based on
his personal experience as a base security officer
during the conflict. Thus, early on the morning of 4
December 1966, he rallied Air Force and South
Vietnamese security forces to repel an enemy
attempt to penetrate Tan Son Nhut Air Base, the
center of Air Force operations in South Vietnam. For
his gallantry in action on this occasion, he was
awarded the Silver Star. This personal experience
formed a foundation upon which he developed a keen
insight into exploring the entire spectrum of air base
defense, and upon which he has built a strong case
for testing future plans and operations.

Road of 10,000 Pains
A Sniper in the Arizona
The year 1968 was the year of the Tet Offensive
including Khe Sanh and Hue City. These were
momentous events in the course of the war and they
occurred in the first three months of the year. This
book, however, documents that 1968 was more than
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just the Tet Offensive. The bloodiest month of the war
for the U.S. forces was not January nor February 1968,
but May 1968 when the Communists launched what
was called their “Mini-Tet” offensive. This was
followed by a second “Mini-Tet” offensive during the
late summer which also was repulsed at heavy cost to
both sides. By the end of the year, the U.S. forces in
South Vietnam’s I Corps, under the III Marine
Amphibious Force (III MAF), had regained the
offensive. By December, enemy-initiated attacks had
fallen to their lowest level in two years. Still, there
was no talk of victory. The Communist forces
remained a formidable foe and a limit had been
drawn on the level of American participation in the
war. Although largely written from the perspective of
III MAF and the ground war in I Corps, the volume also
treats the activities of Marines with the Seventh Fleet
Special Landing Force, activities of Marine advisors to
South Vietnamese forces, and other Marine
involvement in the war. Separate chapters cover
Marine aviation and the single manager controversy,
artillery, logistics, manpower, and pacification.—E. H.
SIMMONS, Brigadier General, U.S. Marine Corps
(Retired)

U.S. Marines In Vietnam: An Expanding
War, 1966
Soldiers tell of their experiences during the Battle of
the Ia Drang Valley, the siege of Khe Sanh, the Tet
Offensive, the Fall of Saigon and at other times during
the war.
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Air Base Defense In The Republic Of
Vietnam 1961-1973 [Illustrated Edition]
The Battle For Khe Sanh [Illustrated
Edition]
The Soldiers' Story
Sixteen-year-old heiress and paparazzi darling Liddi
Jantzen hates the spotlight. But as the only daughter
in the most powerful tech family in the galaxy, it's
hard to escape it. So when a group of men shows up
at her house uninvited, she assumes it's just the usual
media-grubs. That is, until shots are fired. Liddi
escapes, only to be pulled into an interplanetary
conspiracy more complex than she ever could have
imagined. Her older brothers have been caught as
well, trapped in the conduits between the planets.
And when their captor implants a device in Liddi's
vocal cords to monitor her speech, their lives are in
her hands: One word, and her brothers are dead.
Desperate to save her family from a desolate future,
Liddi travels to another world, where she meets the
one person who might have the skills to help her
bring her eight brothers home-a handsome dignitary
named Tiav. But without her voice, Liddi must use
every bit of her strength and wit to convince Tiav that
her mission is true. With the tenuous balance of the
planets deeply intertwined with her brothers' survival,
just how much is Liddi willing to sacrifice to bring
them back? Haunting and mesmerizing, this retelling
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of Hans Christian Andersen's The Wild Swans fuses all
the heart of the classic tale with a stunning,
imaginative world in which a star-crossed family fights
for its very survival. Praise for Spinning Starlight "Like
the best mid-20th-century science fiction, this
entertaining adventure delivers the thrilling plot,
effortless worldbuilding, compulsive readability, and
indefinable 'sense of wonder' of grand masters like
Heinlein and Asimov (but with decidedly updated
sensibilities)." -Kirkus Reviews "This story shows the
importance of truth and that every choice has
consequences. The themes are universal, and it is
more than standard science fare. It has heart and will
provide readers with real engagement." -VOYA Praise
for Stitching Snow "'Snow White' gets an upgrade in
this clever, surprisingly gritty science-fiction version."
-Kirkus Reviews "[A] gripping story with lots of moving
parts [that] will likely appeal to fans of genre fiction."
-Booklist "This has strong appeal for sci-fi and fantasy
lovers and fans of Marissa Meyer's 'Lunar Chronicles.'"
-School Library Journal "[D]ebut author Lewis reveals
a talent for worldbuilding and creating complex,
memorable characters. As Essie owns up to her past
and takes control of her fate, SF and fairytale fans
alike will enjoy watching her beat the odds and find
romance in the process." -Publishers Weekly
"Stitching Snow is a satisfying read for those who
appreciate strong female protagonists embedded in
plots of intrigue." -VOYA

The First Fight: U.S. Marines in
Operation Starlite, August 1965
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“It’s not easy to stay alive with a $1,000 bounty on
your head.” In 1967, a bullet cost thirteen cents, and
no one gave Uncle Sam a bigger bang for his buck
than the 5th Marine Regiment Sniper Platoon. So
feared were these lethal marksmen that the Viet Cong
offered huge rewards for killing them. Now noted
Vietnam author John J. Culbertson, a former 5th
Marine sniper himself, presents the riveting true
stories of young Americans who fought with bolt rifles
and bounties on their heads during the fiercest
combat of the war, from 1967 through the desperate
Tet battle for Hue in early ’68. In spotter/shooter
pairs, sniper teams accompanied battle-hardened
Marine rifle companies like the 2/5 on patrols and
combat missions. Whether fighting their way out of a
Viet Cong “kill zone” or battling superior numbers of
NVA crack troops, the sniper teams were at the
cutting edge in the art of jungle warfare, showing the
patience, stealth, combat marksmanship, and raw
courage that made the unit the most decorated
regimental sniper platoon in the Vietnam War.
Harrowing and unforgettable, these accounts pay
tribute to the heroes who made the greatest sacrifice
of all–and leave no doubt that among 5th Marine
snipers uncommon valor was truly a common virtue.
From the Paperback edition.

U.S. Marines In Vietnam: The War That
Would Not End, 1971-1973
From the author of the award-winning, best-selling
novel Matterhorn, comes a brilliant nonfiction book
about war In 1968, at the age of twenty-three, Karl
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Marlantes was dropped into the highland jungle of
Vietnam, an inexperienced lieutenant in command of
a platoon of forty Marines who would live or die by his
decisions. Marlantes survived, but like many of his
brothers in arms, he has spent the last forty years
dealing with his war experience. In What It Is Like to
Go to War, Marlantes takes a deeply personal and
candid look at what it is like to experience the ordeal
of combat, critically examining how we might better
prepare our soldiers for war. Marlantes weaves
riveting accounts of his combat experiences with
thoughtful analysis, self-examination, and his
readings—from Homer to The Mahabharata to Jung.
He makes it clear just how poorly prepared our
nineteen-year-old warriors are for the psychological
and spiritual aspects of the journey. Just as
Matterhorn is already being acclaimed as acclaimed
as a classic of war literature, What It Is Like to Go to
War is set to become required reading for
anyone—soldier or civilian—interested in this visceral
and all too essential part of the human experience.

Battle for Skyline Ridge
Includes more than 10 maps and 20 Illustrations “The
Marines’ heroic defense of the Khe Sanh area against
numerically superior North Vietnamese forces stands
out among the many battles fought to defend the
Republic of Vietnam against Communist aggression.
“The enemy’s primary objective of his 1968 TET
Offensive was to seize power in South Vietnam by
creating a general uprising and causing the defection
of major elements of the ARVN. In conjunction with
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this, the enemy apparently expected to seize by
military action large portions of the northern two
provinces lying just south of the Demilitarized Zone
and there to set up a “liberation government.” The
virtually unpopulated Khe Sanh Plateau, which lay
astride the enemy’s principal avenue of approach
from his large base areas in Laos, was obviously an
initial objective of the North Vietnamese Army. “This
report provides a detailed and graphic account of
events as they unfolded. It centers about the 26th
Marine Regiment, the main defenders of the Khe Sanh
area, who tenaciously and magnificently held off the
enemy during the two-and-one-half-month siege. Yet
the battle of Khe Sanh was an inter-Service and
international operation. Consequently, appropriate
coverage is given to the contributions of the U.S.
Army, Navy, and Air Force, and to South Vietnamese
regular and irregular military units, all of whom
contributed to the defense of the area and to the
destruction of the enemy. As Marine artillery from
within the fortified positions pounded the enemy,
Army artillery located to the east provided heavy,
long-range fire support. Fighter aircraft from the
Marines, Air Force, and Navy provided continuous
close air support, while B-52 bombers of the Strategic
Air Command dealt decisive blows around-the-clock to
enemy forces within striking distance of our positions
and against enemy supply areas.”-General
Westmoreland

Stella by Starlight
“An incredibly powerful account of a little-known
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chapter in the Vietnam War saga” written by a CIA
veteran who fought in the Secret War (Booklist,
starred review). In the 1960s and ’70s, the Laotian
Civil War became a covert theater for the conflict in
Vietnam, with the US paramilitary backing the Royal
Lao government in what came to be known among
the CIA as the Secret War. In late 1971, the North
Vietnamese Army launched Campaign Z, invading
northern Laos on a mission to defeat the Royal Lao
Army. General Giap had specifically ordered the NVA
troops to kill the CIA army and occupy its field
headquarters in the Long Tieng valley. The NVA faced
the small rag-tag army of Vang Pao, mostly Thai
irregulars recruited to fight for the CIA. But thousands
more were quickly recruited, trained, and rushed into
position in Laos to defend against the impending NVA
invasion. Despite overwhelming odds in the NVA’s
favor, the battle raged for more than one hundred
days—the longest battle in the Vietnam War. In the
end, it all came down to Skyline Ridge. Whoever won
Skyline, won Laos. Historian James E. Parker Jr. served
as a CIA paramilitary officer in Laos. In this
authoritative and personal account, Parker draws
from his own firsthand experience as well as
extensive research into CIA files and North
Vietnamese after-action reports in order to tell the full
story of the battle of Skyline Ridge.

Wade Hampton
"Morning was always a welcome sight to us. It meant
two things. The first was that we were still alive. . . ."
In 1967, death was the constant companion of the
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Marines of Hotel Company, 2/5, as they patrolled the
paddy dikes, mud, and mountains of the Arizona
Territory southwest of Da Nang. But John Culbertson
and most of the rest of Hotel Company were the same
lean, fighting Marines who had survived the carnage
of Operation Tuscaloosa. Hotel's grunts walked over
the enemy, not around him. In graphic terms, John
Culbertson describes the daily, dangerous life of a
soldier fighting in a country where the enemy was
frequently indistinguishable from the allies, fought
tenaciously, and thought nothing of using civilians as
a shield. Though he was one of the top marksmen in
1st Marine Division Sniper School in Da Nang in March
1967--a class of just eighteen, chosen from the
division's twenty thousand Marines--Culbertson knew
that against the VC and the NVA, good training and
experience could carry you just so far. But his
company's mission was to find and engage the
enemy, whatever the price. This riveting, bloody firstperson account offers a stark testimony to the stuff
U.S. Marines are made of. From the Paperback
edition.
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