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The Vikings and Their Age
With original translations of primary texts and articles
by leading researchers in the field, Sanctity in the
North gives an introduction to the literary production
associated with the cult of the saints in medieval
Scandinavia. For more than five hundred years,
Nordic clerics and laity venerated a host of saints
through liturgical celebrations, written manuscripts,
visual arts, and oral traditions. Textual evidence of
this widespread and important aspect of medieval
spirituality abounds. Written biographies (or vitae),
compendia of witnessed miracles, mass propers,
homilies, sagas and chronicles, dramatic scripts,
hymns, and ballads are among the region's surviving
medieval manuscripts and early published books.
Sanctity in the North features English translations of
texts from Latin or vernacular Nordic languages, in
many cases for the first time. The accompanying
essays concerning the texts, saints, cults, and history
of the period complement the translations and reflect
the contributors' own disciplinary groundings in
folklore, philology, medieval, and religious studies.

The Wife
A collection of writings discussing the mutual
influence between Scandinavian and European
politics, culture and society both during and after the
Viking Age.

Kristin Lavransdatter
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In this seminal
account of Norwegian state formation in the period
from c. 950 to 1350, widening his perspective to
include a discussion of the emergence of the
medieval state and state formation in the Middle Ages
in general. The primary objective is to examine
Norway as a case that may serve to illuminate some
general problems of European state formation in the
period, problems related both to the formation of the
European system of independent kingdoms within a
common cultural framework and to the inner
development of these kingdoms.
The volume furthermore examines the changes that
took place in the military, social-economical,
ideological, legal and administrative fields between
the first formation of the kingdom and the early
fourteenth century which, according to common
opinion, represents a peak in the development of a
Norwegian state. The volume constitutes a vivid and
compelling feat, offering a fresh and innovative
approach to an important chapter in the history of
Norway, while also casting new light on developments
in the larger context of European history.
Sverre Bagge is Professor of Medieval History at the
Centre for Medieval Studies at the University of
Bergen.

Medieval Scandinavia
'An extraordinary rich study of the power of place in
the Northern medieval world by two medievalists,
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also 'compleat geographers' in that they do
fieldwork that is always informed by theory and they
demonstrate exceptional sensitivity to place's double
nature-compelling presence and elusiveness to
interpretation.' Yi-Fu Tuan, Department of Geography
University of Wisconsin at Madison

Witchcraft and Magic in the Nordic
Middle Ages
Finally, social scientists have begun to attempt to
understand religious behavior rather than to discredit
it as irrational, ignorant, or foolish—and Rodney Stark
and Roger Finke have played a major role in this new
approach. Acknowledging that science cannot assess
the supernatural side of religion (and therefore should
not claim to do so), Stark and Finke analyze the
observable, human side of faith. In clear and
engaging prose, the authors combine explicit
theorizing with animated discussions as they move
from considering the religiousness of individuals to
the dynamics of religious groups and then to the
religious workings of entire societies as religious
groups contend for support. The result is a
comprehensive new paradigm for the social-scientific
study of religion.

Medieval Scandinavia
A comprehensive and comparative study of the
prehistory and medieval history of Scandinavia.

The Distinguished Norseman
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Wanner brings us a new account of the interests that
motivated the production of the Edda, and resolves
the mystery of its genesis by demonstrating the
intersection of Snorri's political and cultural concerns
and practices.

The Conversion of Europe
New Norse Studies features 13 original contributions
on Norse mythology; skaldic poetics; the proverb,
ballad, and exemplum; Biblical typology and saga
narrative; psychological, postcolonial, and genderstudies approaches to medieval Icelandic literature.

Excavating Nations
Sanctity in the North
The Conversion of Scandinavia
Using archaeological evidence, written sources and
place-names, this book provides a comprehensive
analysis of the Viking legal system and assembly
sites, showing that this formed an integral part of
Norse culture and identity, to the extent that the
assembly institution was brought to all Norse
settlements.

Varieties of Religious Conversion in the
Middle Ages
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Undset] should be the next Elena Ferrante.”
—Slate The turbulent historical masterpiece of
Norway’s literary master In her great historical epic
Kristin Lavransdatter, set in fourteenth-century
Norway, Nobel laureate Sigrid Undset tells the life
story of one passionate and headstrong woman.
Painting a richly detailed backdrop, Undset immerses
readers in the day-to-day life, social conventions, and
political and religious undercurrents of the period.
Now in one volume, Tiina Nunnally’s award-winning
definitive translation brings this remarkable work to
life with clarity and lyrical beauty. As a young girl,
Kristin is deeply devoted to her father, a kind and
courageous man. But when as a student in a convent
school she meets the charming and impetuous Erlend
Nikulaussøn, she defies her parents in pursuit of her
own desires. Her saga continues through her marriage
to Erlend, their tumultuous life together raising seven
sons as Erlend seeks to strengthen his political
influence, and finally their estrangement as the world
around them tumbles into uncertainty. With its
captivating heroine and emotional potency, Kristin
Lavransdatter is the masterwork of Norway’s most
beloved author—one of the twentieth century’s most
prodigious and engaged literary minds—and, in
Nunnally’s exquisite translation, a story that
continues to enthrall. This Penguin Classics Deluxe
Edition includes an introduction by Brad Leithauser
and features French flaps and deckle-edged paper.
For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the
leading publisher of classic literature in the Englishspeaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin
Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best
works throughout history and across genres and
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disciplines.
Readers trust the series to provide
authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and
notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary
authors, as well as up-to-date translations by awardwinning translators.

Kings and Vikings
This book, the first in our Companions to Medieval
Studies series, is a brief introduction to the history,
culture, and religion of the Viking Age and provides an
essential foundation for study of the period. The
companion begins by defining the Viking Age and
explores topics such as Viking society and religion.
Viking biographies provide students with information
on important figures in Viking lore such as Harald
Bluetooth, Eirik the Red, Leif Eiriksson, and Gudrid
Thorbjarnardaughter, a female Viking traveler. A
compelling chapter entitled "How Do We Know About
the Vikings?" and a case study on the wandering
monks of St. Philibert introduce students to the
process of historical inquiry. The book concludes with
a discussion of the impact of the Vikings and their
legacy. Pedagogical resources include a detailed
chronology, study questions, a glossary, 4 maps, and
14 images. Text boxes provide information on
outsider perceptions of the Vikings, a detailed
account of a Viking raid, and a description of a
chieftain's dwelling in Arctic Norway. This study also
benefits from a multi-disciplinary approach including
insights and evidence from such diverse disciplines as
archaeology, philology, religion, linguistics, and
genetics.
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Conversion and Identity in the Viking
Age
Written in Iceland around the year 1500, the little
book now known only as AM 434a is a treasure trove
of medieval medical knowledge. The book lists
healing uses for over ninety different herbs. It gives
advice on health matters ranging from bloodletting to
steam baths to the influence of the moon on health
and human life. And it contains a number of magical
spells, charms, prayers, runes, and symbols to bring
health, wealth, and good fortune. The roots of the
healing traditions in AM 434a go back thousands of
years before the book itself was written. We are
honored to present the first complete English
translation of AM 434a. Complete notes and
commentary explain this texts's historical and cultural
background. Medievalists, historians of science and
magic, herbalists, and anyone interested in medieval
Scandinavian lore and life will find this book
indispensable.

Snorri Sturluson and the Edda
After brief summaries of early Norwegian history,
Snorri Sturluson's career, and previous studies of
Heimskringla, the core of this book is a detailed and
comprehensive analysis of the text. It is normally
treated as a collection of sagas about Norwegian
kings, but there is no evidence that Snorri planned
such an arrangement. Indeed, in his preface Snorri
described the book as an account of 'chieftains who
had dominium in the North and were speakers of the
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exalted lineage.' Some of these chieftains and their
kin figure more prominently and are judged more
favourably by Snorri than most kings. Moreover, most
of the conflicts described by Snorri were not between
individuals but involved their families and adherents,
including women who often have important and
active roles, and sometimes apparently express
Snorri's own views. The main conclusion of this study
is that Snorri -- who was himself a chieftain (goði) -wrote Heimskringla during the reign of Håkon
Håkonsson (1217-1263) to criticize the development
of the central power of king and church at the
expense of the traditional authority of chieftains. A
comparison with Gesta Danorum by Snorri's Danish
contemporary Saxo Grammaticus, shows that they
were both masters of the art of ambiguity. The fact
that a fine copy Heimskringla was made c. 1260 may
imply that it contained much that was approved by
King Håkon's opponents.

Sigurd and His Brave Companions
Handbook of Norse Mythology
Inspired by tales of the hero Vilmund Vidutan and his
fellow knights, Sigurd Jonsson and his young friends
Ivar and Helge set out to reenact these exploits on
their medieval Norwegian farm. They carve swords
and lances and spend hours making shields. With a
little imagination, a pasture becomes a battlefield, an
old boar their greatest foe, and they pass many hours
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and dueling. But when the summer is nearly
over, the three boys stumble into real trouble and
must prove their courage in an adventure all their
own. Written during Sigrid Undset’s time in New York,
Sigurd and His Brave Companions will make medieval
Norway come alive for young and old readers alike.

Myths of the Pagan North
This volume presents a state-of-the-art collection of
essays on the socio-cultural aspects of the conversion
to Christianity in Viking-Age Scandinavia and the
Scandinavian colonies of the North Atlantic. The nine
scholars, drawn from the disciplines of history,
archaeology, and literary studies, have been brought
together to address the overarching topic of how
conversion affected peoples' identities - both as
individuals, and as members of broader religious,
political, and social groups - on either side of the
'divide' between paganism and Christianity. Central to
this exploration is the question of how existing and
changing identities shaped the progress of conversion
as a process of societal, and more specifically
cultural, change. Each of the papers in this volume
provides examples of the complicated patterns of
interaction, influence, and identity-modification that
were characteristic of the transition from paganism to
Christianity in the Viking world. The authors look for
new ways of understanding and describing this
gradual intermingling between the two fuzzy-edged
religious communities, and they provide a challenging
redefinition of the nature of conversion in the Viking
Age that will be of interest both to a wide variety of
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medievalists
and to all those who work on conversion
in its theoretical and historical aspects.

Gods and Humans in Medieval
Scandinavia
The coming of Christianity to Northern Europe
resulted in profound cultural changes. In the course of
a few generations, new answers were given to
fundamental existential questions and older notions
were invalidated. Jonas Wellendorf's study, the first
monograph in English on this subject, explores the
medieval Scandinavian reception and reinterpretation of pre-Christian Scandinavian religion.
This original work draws on a range of primary
sources ranging from Prose Edda and Saxo
Grammaticus' History of the Danes to less well known
literary works including the Saga of Barlaam and the
Hauksbók manuscript (c.1300). By providing an indepth analysis of often overlooked mythological
materials, along with translations of all textual
passages, Wellendorf delivers an accessible work that
sheds new light on the ways in which the old gods
were integrated into the Christian worldview of
medieval Scandinavia.

Atlas of Medieval Europe
Using artifacts as primary sources, this book enables
students to comprehensively assess and analyze
historic evidence in the context of the medieval
period. • Provides a single-volume resource for using
medieval artifacts to better understand the long-ago
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past • Supplies
descriptions, explanations of significance, and a list of
sources for more information, which help students
learn how to effectively analyze primary sources •
Presents a virtual window into many different aspects
of medieval society and life, including particular
activities or roles—such as farming, weaving, fashion,
or being a mason or a knight • Includes sidebars
within selected entries that explain key terms and
concepts and supply excerpts from contemporary
sources

Gods and Humans in Medieval
Scandinavia
Stephen A. Mitchell here offers the fullest examination
available of witchcraft in late medieval Scandinavia.
He focuses on those people believed to be able—and
who in some instances thought themselves able—to
manipulate the world around them through magical
practices, and on the responses to these beliefs in the
legal, literary, and popular cultures of the Nordic
Middle Ages. His sources range from the Icelandic
sagas to cultural monuments much less familiar to the
nonspecialist, including legal cases, church art, law
codes, ecclesiastical records, and runic spells.
Mitchell's starting point is the year 1100, by which
time Christianity was well established in elite circles
throughout Scandinavia, even as some pre-Christian
practices and beliefs persisted in various forms. The
book's endpoint coincides with the coming of the
Reformation and the onset of the early modern
Scandinavian witch hunts. The terrain covered is
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complex,
home to the Germanic Scandinavians as
well as their non-Indo-European neighbors, the Sámi
and Finns, and it encompasses such diverse areas as
the important trade cities of Copenhagen, Bergen,
and Stockholm, with their large foreign populations;
the rural hinterlands; and the insular outposts of
Iceland and Greenland. By examining witches,
wizards, and seeresses in literature, lore, and law, as
well as surviving charm magic directed toward love,
prophecy, health, and weather, Mitchell provides a
portrait of both the practitioners of medieval Nordic
magic and its performance. With an understanding of
mythology as a living system of cultural signs (not
just ancient sacred narratives), this study also focuses
on such powerful evolving myths as those of "the milkstealing witch," the diabolical pact, and the witches'
journey to Blåkulla. Court cases involving witchcraft,
charm magic, and apostasy demonstrate that
witchcraft ideologies played a key role in
conceptualizing gender and were themselves an
important means of exercising social control.

Viking Age Iceland
The study of Scandinavia has been, and still is, deeply
influenced by the interpretation of its earliest history
that was developed in the 19th century by political,
legal, and literary historians, archaeologists, and
anthropologists. Scandinavia figured prominently in
discussions of early medieval Europe, not only as the
homeland of the Vikings, but also as the region in
which Germanic society remained uncontaminated by
Christianity and other influences longer than
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anywhere
else. In "Medieval Scandinavia", Birgit and
Peter Sawyer question assumptions about early
Scandinavian history, including the supposed leading
role of free and equal peasants and their position in
founding churches. They meticulously trace the
development of Scandinavia from the early ninth
century through the second and third decades of the
16th century, when rulers of Scandinavia rejected the
authority of the Papacy and the attempt to establish a
united Scandinavian monarchy finally collapsed. The
authors include a discussion of medieval history
writing and comment on the use of history in the 16th
century and modern attitudes to medieval history
which differ in various parts of Scandinavia. They
ultimately conclude that historic Scandinavia held
greater similarities to other European regions than
has been commonly supposed. Birgit Sawyer is one of
the founders of the biennial interdisciplinary
conferences on women in medieval Scandinavia.
Peter Sawyer's previous books include "Kings and
Vikings" and "The Age of the Vikings".

The Age of the Vikings
In this book a MacArthur Award-winning scholar
argues for a radically new interpretation of the
conversion of Scandinavia from paganism to
Christianity in the early Middle Ages. Overturning the
received narrative of Europe's military and religious
conquest and colonization of the region, Anders
Winroth contends that rather than acting as passive
recipients, Scandinavians converted to Christianity
because it was in individual chieftains' political,
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economic,
and cultural interests to do so. Through a
painstaking analysis and historical reconstruction of
both archeological and literary sources, and drawing
on scholarly work that has been unavailable in
English, Winroth opens up new avenues for studying
European ascendency and the expansion of
Christianity in the medieval period.

Cross and Scepter
An engaging account of the world of the Vikings and
their gods.

The Viking-age Rune-stones
Covering the period from the fall of the Roman Empire
through to the beginnings of the Renaissance, this is
an indispensable volume which brings the complex
and colourful history of the Middle Ages to life. Key
features: * geographical coverage extends to the
broadest definition of Europe from the Atlantic coast
to the Russian steppes * each map approaches a
separate issue or series of events in Medieval history,
whilst a commentary locates it in its broader context *
as a body, the maps provide a vivid representation of
the development of nations, peoples and social
structures. With over 140 maps, expert commentaries
and an extensive bibliography, this is the essential
reference for those who are striving to understand the
fundamental issues of this period.

Scandinavia and Europe 800-1350
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There are
over 3000 runic inscriptions on stone made
in Scandinavia in the late Viking Age. This book is the
first attempt by a historian to study the material as a
whole. The analysis reveals significant regional
variations that reflect different stages in the process
of conversion, and the growth of royal power. Many
monuments were declarations of faith or
manifestations of status; but virtually all reflect
inheritance claims, and cast unexpected light on the
prehistory of the inheritance customs found in later
Scandinavian law codes. The results of this analysis
make a significant contribution to understanding
developments in other parts of the Germanic world,
as well as Scandinavia. The inclusion of a digest of the
data-base on which this book is based will facilitate
further study of this rich vein of evidence.

The Oxford Handbook of Women and
Gender in Medieval Europe
The Oxford Handbook of Women and Gender in
Medieval Europe provides a comprehensive overview
of the gender rules encountered in Europe in the
period between approximately 500 and 1500 C.E. The
essays collected in this volume speak to
interpretative challenges common to all fields of
women's and gender history - that is, how best to
uncover the experiences of ordinary people from
archives formed mainly by and about elite males, and
how to combine social histories of lived experiences
with cultural histories of gendered discourses and
identities. The collection focuses on Western Europe
in the Middle Ages but offers some consideration of
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medieval
Islam and Byzantium. The Handbook is
structured into seven sections: Christian, Jewish, and
Muslim thought; law in theory and practice; domestic
life and material culture; labour, land, and economy;
bodies and sexualities; gender and holiness; and the
interplay of continuity and change throughout the
medieval period. It contains material from some of
the foremost scholars in this field, and it not only
serves as the major reference text in medieval and
gender studies, but also provides an agenda for future
new research.

Viking Law and Order
Describes the themes, characters, rituals, and beliefs
of Norse mythology.

Norse Magical and Herbal Healing
"Because conversion gets to the question of how
societal change occurs not merely in individuals but in
groups, these essays make a valuable contribution to
a topic that has generally been treated only in a
narrow context. . . . The essays on women and
conversion make an especially valuable contribution
to the ongoing discussion of women's role in
religion."--James M. Powell, Syracuse University
"James Muldoon has clearly identified an important,
neglected area in medieval studies. . . . Well written
and informative. . . . Should pique the interest of
future scholars."--Julian Wasserman, Loyola University
of New Orleans Contributors describe the wide range
of religious experiences characteristic of the
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conversion
of Europe to Christianity in the Middle
Ages. From St. Augustine, the model of personal
experience, to the conversion of entire societies--like
the Saxons in the eighth century or the Lithuanians in
the thirteenth--to the role of women in conversion,
they examine one of the most important aspects of
the spiritual transformation of Europe during the
Middle Ages. CONTENTS Introduction: The Conversion
of Europe, by James Muldoon Conversion as Personal
Experience 1. Augustine: Conversion by the Book, by
Frederick H. Russell 2. Monastic Conversion: The Case
of Margaret Ebner, by Leonard P. Hindsley O.P.
Conversion, Christianization, Acculturation 3. "For
Force Is Not of God?" Compulsion and Conversion
from Yahweh to Charlemagne, by Lawrence G.
Duggan 4. The Conversion of the Physical World: The
Creation of a Christian Landscape, by John M. Howe
Women in Conversion History 5. Gender and
Conversion in the Merovingian Era, by Cordula Nolte
6. God and Man in Medieval Scandinavia: Writing--and
Gendering--the Conversion, by Ruth Mazo Karras 7.
Marriage and Conversion in Late Medieval Romance,
by Jennifer R. Goodman Conversion on the Eastern
Frontiers of Christendom 8. Bargaining for Baptism:
Lithuanian Negotiations for Conversion, 1250-1358,
by Rasa Mazeika 9. Conversion vs. Baptism? European
Missionaries in Asia in the Thirteenth and Fourteenth
Centuries, by James D. Ryan Jews, Muslims, and
Christians as Converts 10. From Jew to Christian?
Conversion and Perceptions of Immutability in
Medieval Europe, by Jonathan M. Elukin 11.
Multidirectional Conversion in the Frankish Levant, by
Benjamin Z. Kedar James Muldoon is professor of
history at Camden College of Rutgers University and
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The Americas in the Spanish World Order
(1994).

Landscape of Desire
The Vikings maintain their grip on our imagination,
but their image is too often distorted by myth. It is
true that they pillaged, looted, and enslaved. But they
also settled peacefully and traveled far from their
homelands in swift and sturdy ships to explore. The
Age of the Vikings tells the full story of this exciting
period in history. Drawing on a wealth of written,
visual, and archaeological evidence, Anders Winroth
captures the innovation and pure daring of the
Vikings without glossing over their destructive
heritage. He not only explains the Viking attacks, but
also looks at Viking endeavors in commerce, politics,
discovery, and colonization, and reveals how Viking
arts, literature, and religious thought evolved in ways
unequaled in the rest of Europe. The Age of the
Vikings sheds new light on the complex society,
culture, and legacy of these legendary seafarers.

Beyond the Northlands
Medieval Iceland was unique amongst Western
Europe, with no foreign policy, no defence forces, no
king, no lords, no peasants and few battles. It should
have been a utopia yet its literature is dominated by
brutality and killing. The reasons for this, argues Jesse
Byock, lie in the underlying structures and cultural
codes of the islands' social order. 'Viking Age Iceland'
is an engaging, multi-disciplinary work bringing
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findings in anthropology and ethnography
interwoven with historical fact and masterful insights
into the popular Icelandic sagas, this is a brilliant
reconstruction of the inner workings of a unique and
intriguing society.

From Viking Stronghold to Christian
Kingdom
In this book a MacArthur Award-winning scholar
argues for a radically new interpretation of the
conversion of Scandinavia from paganism to
Christianity in the early Middle Ages. Overturning the
received narrative of Europe's military and religious
conquest and colonization of the region, Anders
Winroth contends that rather than acting as passive
recipients, Scandinavians converted to Christianity
because it was in individual chieftains' political,
economic, and cultural interests to do so. Through a
painstaking analysis and historical reconstruction of
both archeological and literary sources, and drawing
on scholarly work that has been unavailable in
English, Winroth opens up new avenues for studying
European ascendency and the expansion of
Christianity in the medieval period.

The Cambridge History of Scandinavia
This study shows some of the ways in which medieval
Scandinavians received and re-interpreted preChristian religion.

New Norse Studies
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In the dying days of the eighth century, the Vikings
erupted onto the international stage with brutal raids
and slaughter. The medieval Norsemen may be best
remembered as monk murderers and village pillagers,
but this is far from the whole story. Throughout the
Middle Ages, long-ships transported hairy northern
voyagers far and wide, where they not only raided but
also traded, explored and settled new lands,
encountered unfamiliar races, and embarked on
pilgrimages and crusades. The Norsemen travelled to
all corners of the medieval world and beyond; north to
the wastelands of arctic Scandinavia, south to the
politically turbulent heartlands of medieval
Christendom, west across the wild seas to Greenland
and the fringes of the North American continent, and
east down the Russian waterways trading silver,
skins, and slaves. Beyond the Northlands explores
this world through the stories that the Vikings told
about themselves in their sagas. But the depiction of
the Viking world in the Old Norse-Icelandic sagas goes
far beyond historical facts. What emerges from these
tales is a mixture of realism and fantasy, quasihistorical adventures, and exotic wonder-tales that
rocket far beyond the horizon of reality. On the
crackling brown pages of saga manuscripts, trolls,
dragons, and outlandish tribes jostle for position with
explorers, traders, and kings. To explore the sagas
and the world that produced them, Eleanor Rosamund
Barraclough now takes her own trip through the
dramatic landscapes that they describe. Along the
way, she illuminates the rich but often confusing saga
accounts with a range of other evidence:
archaeological finds, rune-stones, medieval world
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maps, encyclopaedic
manuscripts, and texts from as
far away as Byzantium and Baghdad. As her journey
across the Old Norse world shows, by situating the
sagas against the revealing background of this other
evidence, we can begin at least to understand just
how the world was experienced, remembered, and
imagined by this unique culture from the outermost
edge of Europe so many centuries ago.

A History of Christian Conversion
Professor Sawyer offers some new interpretations of
the development of Scandinavian society and history
of the Christian conversion.

The Conversion of Scandinavia
Conversion has played a central role in the history of
Christianity. In this first in-depth and wide-ranging
narrative history, David Kling examines the dynamic
of turning to the Christian faith by individuals,
families, and people groups. Global in reach, the
narrative progresses from early Christian beginnings
in the Roman world to Christianity's expansion into
Europe, the Americas, China, India, and Africa.
Conversion is often associated with a particular strand
of modern Christianity (evangelical) and a particular
type of experience (sudden, overwhelming). However,
when examined over two millennia, it emerges as a
phenomenon far more complex than any onedimensional profile would suggest. No single, unitary
paradigm defines conversion and no easily explicable
process accounts for why people convert to
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Christianity.
Rather, a multiplicity of factors-historical,
personal, social, geographical, theological,
psychological, and cultural-shape the converting
process. A History of Christian Conversion not only
narrates the conversions of select individuals and
peoples, it also engages current theories and models
to explain conversion, and examines recurring themes
in the conversion process: divine presence, gender
and the body, agency and motivation, testimony and
memory, group- and self-identity, "authentic" and
"nominal" conversion, and modes of communication.
Accessible to scholars, students, and those with a
general interest in conversion, Kling's book is the
most satisfying and comprehensive account of
conversion in Christian history to date; this major
work will become a standard must-read in conversion
studies.

Acts of Faith
'There you can see Husaby, Kristin. May God grant
you many happy days there, my wife!' The wife
continues the story of a passionate and wilful woman
in medieval Norway. Kristin Lavransdatter is now
married to Erlend Nikulausson, a man whose singleminded determination to become an influential social
and political figure forces Kristin to take over the
management of Erlend's estate, Husaby, while raising
their seven sons. Once again, Sigrid Undset presents
the rich historical detail and compelling characters
that make her Norway's most beloved author. Awardwinning translator Tiina Nunnally not only captures
the modern beauty of this historical epic, but she also
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passages omitted from the original English
translation. 'A masterpiece . . . writing in a prose as
vigorous, articulate and naturalistic as the novel it recreates, Tiina Nunnally brilliantly captures a world
both remote and strangely familiar.' -PEN/Book-of-theMonth Club Translation Prize citation

Handbook of Norse Mythology
Christianity and European-style monarchy—the cross
and the scepter—were introduced to Scandinavia in
the tenth century, a development that was to have
profound implications for all of Europe. Cross and
Scepter is a concise history of the Scandinavian
kingdoms from the age of the Vikings to the
Reformation, written by Scandinavia's leading
medieval historian. Sverre Bagge shows how the rise
of the three kingdoms not only changed the face of
Scandinavia, but also helped make the territorial state
the standard political unit in Western Europe. He
describes Scandinavia’s momentous conversion to
Christianity and the creation of church and monarchy
there, and traces how these events transformed
Scandinavian law and justice, military and
administrative organization, social structure, political
culture, and the division of power among the king,
aristocracy, and common people. Bagge sheds
important new light on the reception of Christianity
and European learning in Scandinavia, and on
Scandinavian history writing, philosophy, political
thought, and courtly culture. He looks at the reception
of European impulses and their adaptation to
Scandinavian conditions, and examines the
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of the three kingdoms to each other and
the rest of Europe, paying special attention to the
inter-Scandinavian unions and their consequences for
the concept of government and the division of power.
Cross and Scepter provides an essential introduction
to Scandinavian medieval history for scholars and
general readers alike, offering vital new insights into
state formation and cultural change in Europe.

Heimskringla
Excavating Nations traces the history of archaeology
and museums in the contested German-Danish
borderlands from the emergence of antiquarianism in
the early nineteenth-century to German-Danish
reconciliation after the Second World War. J. Laurence
Hare reveals how the border regions of SchleswigHolstein and Sønderjylland were critical both to the
emergence of professional prehistoric archaeology
and to conceptions of German and Scandinavian
origins. At the center of this process, Hare argues,
was a cohort of amateur antiquarians and
archaeologists who collaborated across the border to
investigate the ancient past but were also complicit in
its appropriation for nationalist ends. Excavating
Nations follows the development of this cross-border
network over four generations, through the unification
of Germany and two world wars. Using
correspondence and site reports from museum,
university, and state archives across Germany and
Denmark, Hare shows how these scholars negotiated
their simultaneous involvement in nation-building
projects and in a transnational academic community.
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