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The Rationalists
The Discourse on Metaphysics is one of Leibniz ́s fundamental works. Written around January 1686, it is the most
accomplished systematic expression of Leibniz's philosophy in the 1680s, the period in which Leibniz's philosophy reached
maturity. Leibniz's goal in the Discourse is to give a metaphysics for Christianity; that is, to provide the answers that he
believes Christians should give to the basic metaphysical questions. Why does the world exist? What is the world like? What
kinds of things exist? And what is the place of human beings in the world? To this purpose Leibniz discusses some of the
most traditional topics of metaphysics, such as the nature of God, the purpose of God in creating the world, the nature of
substance, the possibility of miracles, the nature of our knowledge, free will, and the justice behind salvation and
damnation. This volume provides a new translation of the Discourse, complete with a critical introduction and a
comprehensive philosophical commentary.

Philosophical Writings
Mulla Sadra is one of the most important Islamic philosophers after Avicenna. In this exploration of his philosophy, Sajjad H.
Rizvi examines the central doctrine of the modulation of being, and contextualises his work within the intellectual history of
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philosophical traditions in the Islamic East. Reading and critiquing the works of Mulla Sadra from an analytical perspective,
this book pays particular attention to his text the Asfar, a work which, due to its complexity, is often overlooked. Looking at
the concept of philosophy as a way of life and a therapeutic practice, this book explores the paradigm of the modulation of
being in the philosophical method and metaphysics of Mulla Sadra and considers its different manifestations. Rizvi relates
his philosophy to larger trends and provides a review of the field, charting and critiquing the discussion on the topic to date
and exploring recent thought in this direction, to show how Sadrian thought was addressed well into the 19th and 20th
centuries. This major contribution to the study of Mulla Sadra and the intellectual life of the Safavid period fills an important
gap in the field of Sadra studies and Islamic philosophy, and is indispensable to students of philosophy, religion and Islamic
studies, and Islamic philosophy in particular.

Discourse on Metaphysics and The Monadology
This study of the metaphysics of G. W. Leibniz gives a clear picture of his philosophical development within the general
scheme of seventeenth-century natural philosophy. Catherine Wilson examines the shifts in Leibniz's thinking as he
confronted the major philosophical problems of his era. Beginning with his interest in artificial languages and calculi for
proof and discovery, the author proceeds to an examination of Leibniz’s early theories of matter and motion, to the
phenomenalistic turn in his theory of substance and his subsequent de-emphasis of logical determinism, and finally to his
doctrines of harmony and optimization. Specific attention is given to Leibniz’s understanding of Descartes and his
successors, Malebranche and Spinoza, and the English philosophers Newton, Cudworth, and Locke. Wilson analyzes
Leibniz’s complex response to the new mechanical philosophy, his discontent with the foundations on which it rested, and
his return to the past to locate the resources for reconstructing it. She argues that the continuum-problem is the key to an
understanding not only of Leibniz’s monadology but also of his views on the substantiality of the self and the impossibility
of external causal influence. A final chapter considers the problem of Leibniz-reception in the post-Kantian era, and the
difficulty of coming to terms with a metaphysics that is not only philosophically "critical" but, at the same time,
“compensatory.” Originally published in 2050. The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to
again make available previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These
editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover
editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage found in the
thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.

Mulla Sadra and Metaphysics
In Metaphysical Perspectives, Nicholas Rescher offers a grand vision of how to conceptualize, and in some cases answer,
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some of the most fundamental issues in metaphysics and value theory. Rescher addresses what he sees as the three prime
areas of metaphysical concern: (1) the world as such and the architecture of nature at large, (2) ourselves as nature's
denizens and our potential for learning about it, and (3) the transcendent domain of possibility and value. Rescher engages
issues across a wide range of metaphysical themes, from different worldviews and ultimate questions to contingency and
necessity, intelligent design and world-improvability, personhood and consciousness, empathy and other minds, moral
obligation, and philosophical methodology. Over the course of this book, Rescher discusses, with his characteristic fusion of
idealism and pragmatism, an integrated overview of the key philosophical problems grounded in an idealistically valueoriented approach. His discussion seeks to shed new light on philosophically central issues from a unified point of view.

Metaphysical Perspectives
This book is an investigation into metaphysics: its aims, scope, methodology and practice. Dyke argues that metaphysics
should take itself to be concerned with investigating the fundamental nature of reality, and suggests that the ontological
significance of language has been grossly exaggerated in the pursuit of that aim.

Aristotle: Metaphysics
Leibniz was above all things a metaphysician. That does not mean that his head was in the clouds, or that the particular
sciences lacked interest for him. Not at all—he felt a lively concern for theological debate, he was a mathematician of the
first rank, he made original contributions to physics, he gave a realistic attention to moral psychology. But he was incapable
of looking at the objects of any special enquiry without seeing them as aspects or parts of one intelligible universe. He
strove constantly after system, and the instrument on which his effort relied was the speculative reason. He embodied in an
extreme form the spirit of his age. Nothing could be less like the spirit of ours. To many people now alive metaphysics
means a body of wild and meaningless assertions resting on spurious argument. A professor of metaphysics may nowadays
be held to deal handsomely with the duties of his chair if he is prepared to handle metaphysical statements at all, though it
be only for the purpose of getting rid of them, by showing them up as confused forms of something else. A chair in
metaphysical philosophy becomes analogous to a chair in tropical diseases: what is taught from it is not the propagation
but the cure.

Gadamer and Wittgenstein on the Unity of Language
The Clarendon Aristotle Series is designed for both students and professionals. It provides accurate translations of selected
Aristotelian texts, accompanied by incisive commentaries that focus on philosophical problems and issues. The volumes in
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the series have been widely welcomed and favourably reviewed. Important new titles are being added to the series, and a
number of well-established volumes are being reissued with revisions and/or supplementary material. Laura M. Castelli
presents a new translation and comprehensive commentary of the tenth book (Iota) of Aristotle's Metaphysics, which
provides Aristotle's most systematic account of what it is for something to be one, what it is for something to be a unit of
measurement, what contraries are, and what the function of contraries is in shaping the structure of reality into genera and
species. There are some objective difficulties in making sense of Iota as a part of the Metaphysics and as a piece of
Aristotelian philosophy. Castelli's Introduction tackles such general difficulties, while the commentary provides a detailed
analysis of the arguments, of the more specific issues and of the philosophical points emerging from Aristotle's text. The
English translation, based on Ross' critical edition, is meant as a tool for readers with or without knowledge of ancient
Greek.

The Monadology
Discourse on Metaphysics and Other Writings
Metaphysics
Blake Hestir's examination of Plato's conception of truth challenges a long tradition of interpretation in ancient scholarship.

Discourse on Metaphysics and Related Writings
A classic edition, newly revised, of Leibniz's great discussion of Locke.

Principles of Human Knowledge and Three Dialogues Between Hylas and Philonous
Kant's Prolegomena to Any Future Metaphysics
Relativism is a contested doctrine among philosophers, some of whom regard it as neither true nor false but simply
incoherent. As Carol Rovane demonstrates in this tour-de-force, the way to defend relativism is not by establishing its truth
but by clarifying its content. The Metaphysics and the Ethics of Relativism elaborates a doctrine of relativism that has a
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consistent logical, metaphysical, and practical significance. Relativism is worth debating, Rovane contends, because it
bears directly on the moral choices we make in our lives. Rovane maintains that the most compelling conception of
relativism is the "alternative intuition." Alternatives are truths that cannot be embraced together because they are not
universal. Something other than logical contradiction excludes them. When this is so, logical relations no longer hold among
all truth-value-bearers. Some truths will be irreconcilable between individuals even though they are valid in themselves.
The practical consequence is that some forms of interpersonal engagement are confined within definite boundaries, and
one has no choice but to view what lies beyond those boundaries with "epistemic indifference." In a very real sense, some
people inhabit different worlds--true in themselves, but closed off to belief from those who hold irreducibly incompatible
truths.

The Oxford Handbook of The History of Analytic Philosophy
This book is about our ordinary concept of matter in the form of enduring continuants and the processes in which they are
involved in the macroscopic realm. It emphasises what science rather than philosophical intuition tells us about the world,
and chemistry rather than the physics that is more usually encountered in philosophical discussions. The central chapters
dealing with the nature of matter pursue key steps in the historical development of scientific conceptions of chemical
substance. Like many contemporary discussions of material objects, it relies heavily on mereology. The classical principles
are applied to the mereological structure of regions of space, intervals of time, processes and quantities of matter.
Quantities of matter, which don’t gain or lose parts over time, are distinguished from individuals, which are typically
constituted of different quantities of matter at different times. The proper treatment of the temporal aspect of the features
of material objects is a central issue in this book, which is addressed by investigating the conditions governing the
application of predicates relating time and other entities. Of particular interest here are relations between quantities of
matter and times expressing substance kind, phase and mixture. Modal aspects of these features are taken up in the final
chapter.

The Logic of Perfection and Other Essays in Neoclassical Metaphysics
This is an edition of what are arguably Leibniz’s three most important presentations of his metaphysical system: the
Discourse on Metaphysics, from 1686, and The Principles of Nature and of Grace and The Monadology, from 1714. Based on
the Latta and Montgomery translations and revised by the editor, these texts set out the essentials of Leibniz’s mature
metaphysical views. The edition includes an introductory essay and a set of appendices of seventeenth- and eighteenthcentury texts, which help illuminate and contextualize Leibniz’s ideas. Among these are extensive passages from Leibniz’s
Theodicy, many of which are cited in The Monadology.
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A Philosophy of the Possible
Translated By John Veitch, R. H. M. Elwes, And George Montgomery With Revisions By Albert R. Chandler.

A Discourse Upon the Origin and Foundation of the Inequality Among Mankind
The most extensive English-language study of Schopenhauer's metaphysics of the will yet published, this book represents a
major contribution to Schopenhauer scholarship. Here, John E. Atwell critically but sympathetically examines the
philosopher's main work, The World as Will and Representation, demonstrating that the philosophical system it puts forth
does constitute a consistent whole. The author holds that this system is centered on a single thought, "The world is selfknowledge of the will." He then traces this unifying concept through the four books of The World as Will and Representation,
and, in the process, dissolves the work's alleged inconsistencies.

Readings in Modern Philosophy: Locke, Berkeley, Hume, and associated texts
Two of the 17th-century thinker's most studied works: Discourse on Metaphysics, in which he explains why this is the best
of all possible worlds, and The Monadology, a concise synopsis of his mature philosophy.

Discourse on Metaphysics
The Metaphysics and Ethics of Relativism
Meditations and Other Metaphysical Writings
Combining critical analysis with personal history and poetry, "Dancing Identity" presents a series of interconnected essays
composed over a period of fifteen years that explore the role of movement in defining our sense of self.

Philosophical Papers and Letters
Of all the thinkers of the century of genius that inaugurated modern philosophy, none lived an intellectual life more rich and
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varied than Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz (1646–1716). Maria Rosa Antognazza's pioneering biography provides a unified
portrait of this unique thinker and the world from which he came. At the centre of the huge range of Leibniz's apparently
miscellaneous endeavours, Antognazza reveals a single master project lending unity to his extraordinarily multifaceted life's
work. Throughout the vicissitudes of his long life, Leibniz tenaciously pursued the dream of a systematic reform and
advancement of all the sciences. As well as tracing the threads of continuity that bound these theoretical and practical
activities to this all-embracing plan, this illuminating study also traces these threads back into the intellectual traditions of
the Holy Roman Empire in which Leibniz lived and throughout the broader intellectual networks that linked him to patrons in
countries as distant as Russia and to correspondents as far afield as China.

Hegel’s Foundation Free Metaphysics
George Berkeley was an Irish Philosopher who is best known for putting forward the idea of subjective idealism. "Principles
of Human Knowledge" is one of Berkeley's best known works and in it Berkeley expounds upon this idea of subjective
idealism, which in other words is the idea that all of reality, as far as humans are concerned, is simply a construct of the
way our brains perceive and according to Berkeley no other sense of reality matters beyond that which we perceive. First
published in 1710, "Principles of Human Knowledge", met with criticism by such important figures as John Locke. In
response to this criticism Berkeley published a rebuttal in 1713, "Three Dialogues Between Hylas and Philonous", to address
the chief objections to his arguments. Presented as a discussion between Philonous, who represents Berkeley's ideas, and
Hylas, who represents Berkeley's opponents, "Three Dialogues" explores the philosophical concepts of conceptual relativity,
conceivability, and phenomenalism. Fascinating metaphysical expositions, these two important works by George Berkeley
are must reads for any student of philosophy. This edition is printed on premium acid-free paper.

Leibniz
In this book, Mikhail Epstein offers a systematic theory of modalities (possible, actual, necessary) and their impact on the
philosophy and culture of modernity and postmodernity, focusing on the creative potentials of possibilistic thinking for the
humanities.

Metaphysics and the Representational Fallacy
Alexander Baumgarten (1714-1762), an influential German philosopher preceding Immanuel Kant, is remembered mainly as
a founder of modern aesthetics. Yet his manual on metaphysics was one of the chief textbooks of philosophical instruction
in latter 18th-Century Germany. Originally published in Latin, Kant used the Metaphysics for nearly four decades as the
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basis for lectures on metaphysics, anthropology and religion. Kant composed many of the preparatory sketches for the
Critique of Pure Reason in the blank interleaved pages of his personal copy. Available for the first time in English, this
critical translation draws from the original seven Latin editions and Georg Friedrich Meier's 18th-century German
translation. Together with a historical and philosophical introduction, extensive glossaries and notes, the text is supported
by translations of Kant's elucidations and notes, Eberhard's insertions in the 1783 German edition and texts from the
writings of Meier and Wolff. For scholars of Kant, the German Enlightenment and the history of metaphysics, Alexander
Baumgarten's Metaphysics is an essential, authoritative resource to a significant philosophical text.

Schopenhauer on the Character of the World
Contemporary philosophical discourse has deeply problematized the possibility of absolute existence. Hegel’s Foundation
Free Metaphysics demonstrates that by reading Hegel’s Doctrine of the Concept in his Science of Logic as a form of
Absolute Dialetheism, Hegel’s logic of the concept can account for the possibility of absolute existence. Through a close
examination of Hegel’s concept of self-referential universality in his Science of Logic, Moss demonstrates how Hegel’s
concept of singularity is designed to solve a host of metaphysical and epistemic paradoxes central to this problematic. He
illustrates how Hegel’s revolutionary account of universality, particularity, and singularity offers solutions to six problems
that have plagued the history of Western philosophy: the problem of nihilism, the problem of instantiation, the problem of
the missing difference, the problem of absolute empiricism, the problem of onto-theology, and the third man regress. Moss
shows that Hegel’s affirmation and development of a revised ontological argument for God’s existence is designed to
establish the necessity of absolute existence. By adopting a metaphysical reading of Richard Dien Winfield’s foundation free
epistemology, Moss critically engages dominant readings and contemporary debates in Hegel scholarship. Hegel’s
Foundation Free Metaphysics will appeal to scholars interested in Hegel, German Idealism, 19th- and 20th-century
European philosophy, metaphysics, epistemology, and contemporary European thought.

Discourse on Metaphysics and Other Writings
Of all the works of the man claimed by many as the father of modern philosophy, the MEDITATIONS, first published in 1641,
must surely be Rene Descartes' masterpiece. This volume consists of not only a new translation of the original Latin text
and the expanded objections and replies, but also includes selected correspondence and other metaphysical writings from
the period 1641-49.

Scholastic Metaphysics
Page 8/13

Access Free Discourse On Metaphysics And Other Essays Hackett Classics
In Reasonable Democracy, Simone Chambers describes, explains, and defends a discursive politics inspired by the work of
Jürgen Habermas. In addition to comparing Habermas's ideas with other non-Kantian liberal theories in clear and accessible
prose, Chambers develops her own views regarding the role of discourse and its importance within liberal democracies.
Beginning with a deceptively simple question—"Why is talking better than fighting?"—Chambers explains how the idea of
talking provides a rich and compelling view of morality, rationality, and political stability. She considers talking as a way for
people to respect each other as moral agents, as a way to reach reasonable and legitimate solutions to disputes, and as a
way to reproduce and strengthen shared understandings. In the course of this argument, she defends modern universalist
ethics, communicative rationality, and what she calls a "discursive political culture," a concept that locates the political
power of discourse and deliberation not so much in institutions of democratic decision-making as in the type of
conversations that go on around these institutions. While discourse and deliberation cannot replace voting, bargaining, or
compromise, Chambers argues, it is important to maintain a background moral conversation in which to anchor other
activities. As an extended case study, Chambers examines the conversation about language rights that has been taking
place for more than twenty years in Quebec. A culture of dialogue, she shows, has proved a positive and powerful force in
resolving some of the disagreements between the two linguistic communities there.

Leibniz: New Essays on Human Understanding
The main stream of academic philosophy, in Anglophone countries and increasingly worldwide, is identified by the name
'analytic'. The study of its history, from the 19th century to the late 20th, has boomed in recent years. These specially
commissioned essays by forty leading scholars constitute the most comprehensive book on the subject.

Comparative Metaphysics
Discourse on Metaphysics and Other Essays contains complete translations of the two essays that constitute the best
introductions to Leibniz's complex thought: Discourse on Metaphysics of 1686 and Monadology of 1714. These are
supplemented with two essays of special interest to the student of modern philosophy, On the Ultimate Origination of
Things of 1697 and the Preface to his New Essays of 1703-1705. The translations are taken from Leibniz, Philosophical
Essays, edited and translated by Roger Ariew and Daniel Garber (Hackett, 1989).

Macroscopic Metaphysics
This anthology offers the key works of Locke, Berkeley, and Hume in their entirety or in substantial selections, along with a
rich selection of associated texts by other leading thinkers of the period.
Page 9/13

Access Free Discourse On Metaphysics And Other Essays Hackett Classics
Leibniz's Metaphysics
The selections contained in these volumes from the papers and letters of Leibniz are intended to serve the student in two
ways: first, by providing a more adequate and balanced conception of the full range and penetration of Leibniz's creative
intellectual powers; second, by inviting a fresher approach to his intellectual growth and a clearer perception of the internal
strains in his thinking, through a chronological arrangement. Much confusion has arisen in the past through a neglect of the
develop ment of Leibniz's ideas, and Couturat's impressive plea, in his edition of the Opuscu/es et fragments (p. xii), for
such an arrangement is valid even for incomplete editions. The beginning student will do well, however, to read the maturer
writings of Parts II, III, and IV first, leaving Part I, from a period too largely neglected by Leibniz criticism, for a later study of
the still obscure sources and motives of his thought. The Introduction aims primarily to provide cultural orientation and an
exposition of the structure and the underlying assumptions of the philosophical system rather than a critical evaluation. I
hope that together with the notes and the Index, it will provide those aids to the understanding which the originality of
Leibniz's scientific, ethical, and metaphysical efforts deserve.

Plato on the Metaphysical Foundation of Meaning and Truth
Madness, sexuality, power, knowledge—are these facts of life or simply parts of speech? In a series of works of astonishing
brilliance, historian Michel Foucault excavated the hidden assumptions that govern the way we live and the way we think.
The Archaeology of Knowledge begins at the level of "things aid" and moves quickly to illuminate the connections between
knowledge, language, and action in a style at once profound and personal. A summing up of Foucault's own methadological
assumptions, this book is also a first step toward a genealogy of the way we live now. Challenging, at times infuriating, it is
an absolutey indispensable guide to one of hte most innovative thinkers of our time.

Theodicy
An advanced introduction to the new philosophical anthropology and an understanding of the most contemporary
developments in it.

The Archaeology of Knowledge
Scholastic Metaphysics: A Contemporary Introduction provides an overview of Scholastic approaches to causation,
substance, essence, modality, identity, persistence, teleology, and other issues in fundamental metaphysics. The book
interacts heavily with the literature on these issues in contemporary analytic metaphysics, so as to facilitate the analytic
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reader's understanding of Scholastic ideas and the Scholastic reader's understanding of contemporary analytic philosophy.
The Aristotelian theory of actuality and potentiality provides the organizing theme, and the crucial dependence of
Scholastic metaphysics on this theory is demonstrated. The book is written from a Thomistic point of view, but Scotist and
Suarezian positions are treated as well where they diverge from the Thomistic position.

Discourse on Metaphysics
Leibniz: Discourse on Metaphysics
In this innovative comparison of Gadamer and Wittgenstein, the author explores their common concern with the relation of
language to reality. Patrick Horn's starting point is the widely accepted view that both philosophers rejected a certain
metaphysical account of that relation in which reality determines the nature of language. Horn proceeds to argue that
Gadamer never completely escaped metaphysical assumptions in his search for the unity of language. In this respect,
argues Horn, Gadamer's work is nearer to the earlier rather than to the later Wittgenstein. The final chapter of the book
highlights the work of Wittgenstein’s pupil Rush Rhees, who shows that Wittgenstein's own later emphasis on language
games, while doing justice to the variety of language, does less than justice to the dialogical relation between speakers of a
language, wherein the unity of language resides. Contrasting Rhees's account of the unity of language with those given by
Gadamer and the early Wittgenstein brings out the importance of understanding reality in terms of the life that people
share rather than in terms of what philosophers say about reality.

Reasonable Democracy
The Monadology (French: La Monadologie), first published in 1714, is Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz's best known works
representing his later philosophy. It is a short text which sketches in some 90 paragraphs a metaphysics of simple
substances, or monads.

Dancing Identity
This is an edition of what are arguably Leibniz’s three most important presentations of his metaphysical system: the
Discourse on Metaphysics, from 1686, and The Principles of Nature and of Grace and The Monadology, from 1714. Based on
the Latta and Montgomery translations and revised by the editor, these texts set out the essentials of Leibniz’s mature
metaphysical views. The edition includes an introductory essay and a set of appendices of seventeenth- and eighteenthPage 11/13
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century texts, which help illuminate and contextualize Leibniz’s ideas. Among these are extensive passages from Leibniz’s
Theodicy, many of which are cited in The Monadology.

Discourse on Metaphysics and Other Essays
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