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Rethinking Equality Projects in Law
Popular depictions of campaigns for women’s suffrage in films and literature have invariably focused on Western suffrage
movements. The fact that Indian women built up a vibrant suffrage movement in the twentieth century has been largely
neglected. The Indian ‘suffragettes’ were not only actively involved in campaigns within the Indian subcontinent, they also
travelled to Britain, America, Europe, and elsewhere, taking part in transnational discourses on feminism, democracy, and
suffrage. Indian Suffragettes focuses on the different geographical spaces in which Indian women were operating. Covering
the period from the 1910s until 1950, it shows how Indian women campaigning for suffrage positioned themselves within an
imperial system and invoked various identities, whether regional, national, imperial, or international, in the context of
debates about the vote. Significantly, this volume analyses how the global connections that were forged influenced social
and political change in the Indian subcontinent, highlighting Indian mobility at a time when they were colonial subjects.

Indian Suffragettes
1920s India: Perveen Mistry, Bombay's only female lawyer, is investigating a suspicious will on behalf of three Muslim
widows living in full purdah when the case takes a turn toward the murderous. The author of the Agatha and Macavity
Award–winning Rei Shimura novels brings us an atmospheric new historical mystery with a captivating heroine. This Deluxe
Edition features: an interview with the author, discussion questions, essays on the real-life inspirations behind the novel,
delicious recipes taken from the story, and previews of The Satapur Moonstone (May 2019). Perveen Mistry, the daughter of
a respected Zoroastrian family, has just joined her father's law firm, becoming one of the first female lawyers in India.
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Armed with a legal education from Oxford, Perveen also has a tragic personal history that makes women's legal rights
especially important to her. Mistry Law has been appointed to execute the will of Mr. Omar Farid, a wealthy Muslim mill
owner who has left three widows behind. But as Perveen examines the paperwork, she notices something strange: all three
of the wives have signed over their full inheritance to a charity. What will they live on? Perveen is suspicious, especially
since one of the widows has signed her form with an X—meaning she probably couldn't even read the document. The Farid
widows live in full purdah—in strict seclusion, never leaving the women's quarters or speaking to any men. Are they being
taken advantage of by an unscrupulous guardian? Perveen tries to investigate, and realizes her instincts were correct when
tensions escalate to murder. Now it is her responsibility to figure out what really happened on Malabar Hill, and to ensure
that no innocent women or children are in further danger. Inspired in part by the woman who made history as India's first
female attorney, The Widows of Malabar Hill is a richly wrought story of multicultural 1920s Bombay as well as the debut of
a sharp new sleuth.

Sketches of Some Distinguished Indian Women
A fascinating, multi-disciplinary exploration of water, wells and women’s spaces in Gujarat. Centuries ago, in the arid
landscape of Gujarat, where water is scarce and rains scanty, stepwells sustained life and enabled crops to flourish. Women
played a major role in the construction and patronage of many of these stepwells, which were unique structures that linked
three worlds: the subterranean, the earthly and the celestial. Women also frequently served as inspiration for their
construction — these were often built to honour a virtuous wife or benevolent mother, a local goddess or a beloved
mistress. As a gathering place for women, the stepwells also became a favourite subject in folklore. Every stepwell yields
tales of love and betrayal, courage and sacrifice. Through a historical analysis and visual documentation of these distinctly
female spaces, Purnima Bhatt sheds light on the relationship between women, water, architecture and religion. Examining
the artistic and aesthetic aspects of these structures, the author describes the art of the stepwells as looking beyond the
patriarchal gods of classical Hinduism and celebrating the feminine principle. She also explores the idea of these wells
acting as indicators of women’s changing social and economic status and challenging the stereotypes of the passivity of
women. Her focus on ‘the woman factor’ aims to give voice to countless women who are forgotten and neglected by
history, thereby making the invisible, visible. Published by Zubaan.

The History of Doing
Indian and Christian: Changing Identities in Modern India is a collection of essays from the 1st SAIACS Consultation that
took place during November 2010 at SAIACS, Bangalore. ‘Who am I?’ is a question that every human needs to ask
themselves. In this book, this question is looked at from a dual perspective—Indian and Christian. Can one be both ‘Indian’
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and ‘Christian’ in the modern world? Should one have a single identity or can one have multiple identities? The book
attempts to address these issues with clarity and conviction through sixteen articles covering areas of Biblical Studies,
Theology & Philosophy, Religion & Culture, and Pastoral Theology & Psychology.

India Calling
The First Women Lawyers
The highly anticipated follow-up to the critically acclaimed novel The Widows of Malabar Hill. India, 1922: It is rainy season
in the lush, remote Sahyadri mountains, where the princely state of Satapur is tucked away. A curse seems to have fallen
upon Satapur’s royal family, whose maharaja died of a sudden illness shortly before his teenage son was struck down in a
tragic hunting accident. The state is now ruled by an agent of the British Raj on behalf of Satapur’s two maharanis, the
dowager queen and her daughter-in-law. The royal ladies are in a dispute over the education of the young crown prince,
and a lawyer’s counsel is required. However, the maharanis live in purdah and do not speak to men. Just one person can
help them: Perveen Mistry, Bombay’s only female lawyer. Perveen is determined to bring peace to the royal house and
make a sound recommendation for the young prince’s future, but she arrives to find that the Satapur palace is full of coldblooded power plays and ancient vendettas. Too late, she realizes she has walked into a trap. But whose? And how can she
protect the royal children from the palace’s deadly curse?

Women of South Asia
“Women always face violence from men. Equality is only preached, but not put into practice. Dalit women face more
violence every day, and they will continue to do so until society changes and accepts them as equals.” — Bharati from
Andra Pradesh The right to equality regardless of gender and caste is a fundamental right in India. However, the Indian
government has acknowledged that institutional forces arraigned against this right are powerful and shape people’s
mindsets to accept pervasive gender and caste inequality. This is no more apparent than when one visits Dalit women living
in their caste-segregated localities. Vulnerably positioned at the bottom of India’s gender, caste and class hierarchies, Dalit
women experience the outcome of severely imbalanced social, economic and political power equations in terms of endemic
caste-class-gender discrimination and violence. This study presents an analytical overview of the complexities of systemic
violence that Dalit women face through an analysis of 500 Dalit women’s narratives across four states. Excerpts of these
narratives are utilised to illustrate the wider trends and patterns of different manifestations of violence against Dalit
women. Published by Zubaan.
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Reconsidering Knowledge
The English Historical Review
Blending the iconoclastic feminism of The Notorious RBG and the confident irreverence of Go the F**ck to Sleep, a brazen
and empowering illustrated collection that celebrates inspirational badass women throughout history, based on the popular
Tumblr blog. Well-behaved women seldom make history. Good thing these women are far from well behaved . . . Illustrated
in a contemporary animation style, Rejected Princesses turns the ubiquitous "pretty pink princess" stereotype portrayed in
movies, and on endless toys, books, and tutus on its head, paying homage instead to an awesome collection of strong,
fierce, and yes, sometimes weird, women: warrior queens, soldiers, villains, spies, revolutionaries, and more who refused to
behave and meekly accept their place. An entertaining mix of biography, imagery, and humor written in a fresh, young, and
riotous voice, this thoroughly researched exploration salutes these awesome women drawn from both historical and
fantastical realms, including real life, literature, mythology, and folklore. Each profile features an eye-catching image of
both heroic and villainous women in command from across history and around the world, from a princess-cum-pirate in fifth
century Denmark, to a rebel preacher in 1630s Boston, to a bloodthirsty Hungarian countess, and a former prostitute who
commanded a fleet of more than 70,000 men on China’s seas.

Women's Voices
Cornelia Sorabji was a social reformer, an author and the first woman to practise law in India and Britain. This text presents
Cornelia's letters in chronological order from 1866 to 1954.

Rejected Princesses
Martha Nussbaum proposes a kind of feminism that is genuinely international.

Spy Princess
The second volume following on from the first, which spanned the years 600 BC to the early-20th century, this book offers a
new reading of cultural history that draws on contemporary scholarship on women and India. The books cover over 140
texts from 13 languages.
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Guide to Indian Periodical Literature
Contributed articles presented earlier at several seminars on women's studies and feminism in India.

The Widows of Malabar Hill
As well as being a remarkable statesman and one of the world's longest-detained political prisoners, Nelson Mandela has
become an exemplary figure of non-racialism and democracy, a moral giant. Once a man with an unknown face, he became
after his 1994 release one of the most internationally recognizable images of our time. Set within a biographical frame, this
Very Short Introduction explores the reasons why his story is so important to us in the world at large today, and what his
achievements signify. It shows how our picture of Mandela is a great deal more complicated than the legend suggests:
quality of character is combined with his talents as a performer, his maverick ability to absorb transnational influences, his
proximity to outstanding colleagues, his steely survival skills, and his postmodern ease with media image. It shows how
many different interconnected stories, histories, values, and symbols combine in the famous name Nelson Mandela. ABOUT
THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.

Writing the Women's Movement
Offers A Wide Range Of Writing In English Fiction, Including Stories For Children, Autobiographies, Articles, Letters-Private
And Public. An Informative Introduction To The Period Adds To The Usefulness Of The Volume. Useful For Those Interested In
Women`S Literature In Modern India.

Cornelia Sorabji
Women Writing in India: The twentieth century
This comparative study explores the lives of some of the women who first initiated challenges to male exclusivity in the
legal professions in the late-nineteenth and early-twentieth centuries. Their challenges took place at a time of considerable
optimism about progressive societal change, including new and expanding opportunities for women, as well as a variety of
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proposals for reforming law, legal education, and standards of legal professionalism. By situating women's claims for
admission to the bar within this reformist context in different jurisdictions, the study examines the intersection of historical
ideas about gender and about legal professionalism at the turn of the twentieth century. In exploring these systemic issues,
the study also provides detailed examinations of the lives of some of the first women lawyers in six jurisdictions: the United
States, Canada, Britain, New Zealand and Australia, India, and western Europe. In exploring how individual women adopted
different legal arguments in litigated cases, or devised particular strategies to overcome barriers to professional work, the
study assesses how shifting and contested ideas about gender and about legal professionalism shaped women's
opportunities and choices, as well as both support for and opposition to their claims. As a comparative study of the first
women lawyers in several different jurisdictions, the book reveals how a number of quite different women engaged with
ideas of gender and legal professionalism at the turn of the twentieth century.

India's Founding Moment
Discover the lives and locations of trailblazing women who changed the course of history– from rulers like Queen
Hatshepsut and suffragette heroes Sylvia Pankhurst and Elizabeth Cady Stanton, to the workrooms of Frida Kahlo and
Virginia Woolf, and the tennis courts of the Williams sisters.

Indica
This collection brings together a distinguished group of researchers to examine the power relations which are played out in
university law schools as a result of the different pressures exerted upon them by a range of different 'stakeholders'. From
students to governments, from lawyers to universities, a host of institutions and actors believe that law schools should take
account of a vast number of (often conflicting) considerations when teaching their students, designing curricula, carrying
out research and so on. How do law schools deal with these pressures? What should their response be to the 'stakeholders'
who urge them to follow agendas emanating from outside the law school itself? To what extent should some of these
agendas play a greater role in the thinking of law schools?

Stakeholders in the Law School
Mother India
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Cornelia Sorabji
Cornelia Sorabji (1866-1952) was a pioneer in the tradition of Indian-Parsee women's literature in English. This collection of
Sorabji's short stories reflects her fascination with orthodox Hindu women and her frustrated feminist ambitions to liberate
them from their enforced or self-willeddomesticity.

Indian Women Writers
Cornelia Sorabji was the first Indian female lawyer. She was "original and often outspoken in her views - for example in her
criticism of Gandhi and her surprising friendship with Katherine Mayo". Cornelia was "a passionate advocate of women's
rights whose own career was nearly compromised through her relationsip with a married man". -- Book jacket.

Becoming Imperial Citizens
This is the riveting story of Noor Inayat Khan, the descendant of an Indian Prince Tipu Sultan, the Tiger of Mysore, who
became a British secret agent for SOE during World War II. Born into an illustrious Indian family in 1914 and brought up in
the non-violent Sufi religion, Noor seemed an unlikely secret agent. Yet she became the first female radio operator to be
landed in enemy-occupied France, and refused to abandon her post in Paris in 1943, continuing her work under extremely
dangerous circumstances. Shrabani Basu tells the moving story of Noor's life from her birth in Moscow—where her father
was a Sufi preacher—to her capture by the Germans. Noor was one of only three women SOE awarded the George Cross
and, under torture, revealed nothing but her name—but not her real name, nor her code name, just the name she used to
register at SOE: Nora Baker. Kept in solitary confinement, chained between hand and feet, and unable to walk upright, Noor
existed on bowls of soup made from potato peelings. Ten months after she was captured, she was taken to Dachau and, on
September 13, 1944, she was shot. Her last word was "Liberte."

Anglophone Indian Women Writers, 1870–1920
In this remarkable account of imperial citizenship, Sukanya Banerjee investigates the ways that Indians formulated notions
of citizenship in the British Empire from the late nineteenth century through the early twentieth. Tracing the affective,
thematic, and imaginative tropes that underwrote Indian claims to formal equality prior to decolonization, she emphasizes
the extralegal life of citizenship: the modes of self-representation it generates even before it is codified and the political
claims it triggers because it is deferred. Banerjee theorizes modes of citizenship decoupled from the rights-conferring nationstate; in so doing, she provides a new frame for understanding the colonial subject, who is usually excluded from critical
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discussions of citizenship. Interpreting autobiography, fiction, election speeches, economic analyses, parliamentary
documents, and government correspondence, Banerjee foregrounds the narrative logic sustaining the unprecedented
claims to citizenship advanced by racialized colonial subjects. She focuses on the writings of figures such as Dadabhai
Naoroji, known as the first Asian to be elected to the British Parliament; Surendranath Banerjea, among the earliest Indians
admitted into the Indian Civil Service; Cornelia Sorabji, the first woman to study law in Oxford and the first woman lawyer in
India; and Mohandas K. Gandhi, who lived in South Africa for nearly twenty-one years prior to his involvement in Indian
nationalist politics. In her analysis of the unexpected registers through which they carved out a language of formal equality,
Banerjee draws extensively from discussions in both late-colonial India and Victorian Britain on political economy,
indentured labor, female professionalism, and bureaucratic modernity. Signaling the centrality of these discussions to the
formulations of citizenship, Becoming Imperial Citizens discloses a vibrant transnational space of political action and
subjecthood, and it sheds new light on the complex mutations of the category of citizenship.

Indian and Christian
Cornelia Sorabji (1866-1954) was the first woman lawyer of India whose formative years coincided with the high noon of the
British Empire. She occupies a significant place in Indian history, as she played a pioneering role in trying to open up the
legal profession to women much before theywere formally allowed to plead before the courts of law. This detailed biography
uses rich and hitherto unused data to illustrate a remarkable individual, who has remained neglected in the historiography
of modern India. Sorabji's opposition to Indian nationalism in the Gandhian era led to adisapproval of her role and
personality. Yet this Parsee and the daughter of a convert to Christianity was the first woman to study law at Oxford, the
first Indian woman to be allowed to practise in the Calcutta High Court, became the first woman to be appointed to a senior
bureaucratic office underthe colonial government, and the first person to champion the cause of Indian women in purdah
who owned property. Sorabji's life is has been shown as reflecting the dilemmas of a colonial subject who, in trying to
negotiate her dual subjectivity to colonialism and patriarchy, was left with verylittle neutral space to operate upon. This
book relates Sorabji's life to the complexities of gender issues in colonial India, and will be of equal interest to general and
specialist readers.

Her Space, Her Story
The Book Monthly
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An Indian Portia
"How did the founders of the most populous democratic nation in the world meet the problem of establishing a democracy
after the departure of foreign rule? The justification for British imperial rule had stressed the impossibility of Indian selfgovernment. At the heart of India's founding moment, in which constitution-making and democratization occurred
simultaneously, lay the question of how to implement democracy in an environment regarded as unqualified for its
existence. India's founders met this challenge in direct terms-the people, they acknowledged, had to be educated to create
democratic citizens. But the path to education lay not in being ruled by a superior class of men but rather in the very
creation of a self-sustaining politics. Universal suffrage was instituted amidst poverty, illiteracy, social heterogeneity, and
centuries of tradition. Under the guidance of B. R. Ambedkar, Indian lawmakers crafted a constitutional system that could
respond to the problem of democratization under the most inhospitable of conditions. On January 26, 1950, the Indian
constitution-the longest in the world-came into effect. More than half of the world's constitutions have been written in the
past three decades. Unlike the constitutional revolutions of the late-eighteenth century, these contemporary revolutions
have occurred in countries that are characterized by low levels of economic growth and education; are divided by race,
religion, and ethnicity; and have democratized at once, rather than gradually. The Indian founding is a natural reference
point for such constitutional moments-when democracy, constitutionalism, and modernity occur simultaneously"--

Dalit Women Speak Out
A thematic history of the women’s movement in India both before and after independence, this book covers the period from
the nineteenth century to the present day. It looks at how women’s issues were raised, initially by men and as part of the
movements for social reform, and then with the involvement of women in the nationalist movement, by women themselves.
Using photographs, old and new documents, excerpts from letters, books and informal writings, the author documents the
growing involvement of women and the formation of the early women’s organizations; she examines the foregrounding of
the 'women’s issue’ during the reform and nationalist movements and its subsequent disappearance from the agenda of
public debate until the post independence period of the Sixties and Seventies when it surfaces again. Key questions raised
are regarding the nature of the contemporary movement, the kinds of issues (such as rape, dowry, environment, work,
health) it has taken up, its directions and perspectives, its differences from western movements, the role of autonomous
women's organizations and their relationship with political parties, especially those of the left. Visually rich, this book
provides a wealth of information in an easily written and accessible style and should appeal to a wide cross-section of
readers. Published by Zubaan.

Self
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This book analyses a range of equality projects across public and private law, considering competing conceptions of
equality and alternatives to it.

In Her Footsteps
Cornelia Sorabji (1866-1954), the pioneering Indian lawyer and woman of letters, spent her life in a long struggle to open
public institutions to women in India. She was the first woman to graduate from Bombay University and the first to be
granted a B.C.L. degree from the University of Oxford. She worked for many years in Imperial India as ladies' legal advisor,
representing women 'behind the veil'. Parsee by background, yet 'brought up English', an imperial civil servant mistreated
by the imperial bureaucracy, a pro-woman non-feminist, Cornelia Sorabji embodied some of the most powerful
contradictions of empire of her time. This is her story. -- book cover.

The First Women Lawyers
The result of extensive archival recovery work, Ellen Brinks's study fills a significant gap in our understanding of women's
literary history of the South Asian subcontinent under colonialism and of Indian women's contributions and responses to
developing cultural and political nationalism. As Brinks shows, the invisibility of Anglophone Indian women writers cannot be
explained simply as a matter of colonial marginalization or as a function of dominant theoretical approaches that reduce
Indian women to the status of figures or tropes. The received narrative that British imperialism in India was perpetuated
with little cultural contact between the colonizers and the colonized population is complicated by writers such as Toru Dutt,
Krupabai Satthianadhan, Pandita Ramabai, Cornelia Sorabji, and Sarojini Naidu. All five women found large audiences for
their literary works in India and in Great Britain, and all five were also deeply rooted in and connected to both South Asian
and Western cultures. Their works created new zones of cultural contact and exchange that challenge postcolonial theory's
tendencies towards abstract notions of the colonized women as passive and of English as a de-facto instrument of cultural
domination. Brinks's close readings of these texts suggest new ways of reading a range of issues central to postcolonial
studies: the relationship of colonized women to the metropolitan (literary) culture; Indian and English women's separate and
joint engagements in reformist and nationalist struggles; the 'translatability' of culture; the articulation strategies and
complex negotiations of self-identification of Anglophone Indian women writers; and the significance and place of cultural
difference.

Women and Human Development
The impact of feminist thinking on contemporary knowledge is examined in this intriguing study. Emerging from the 2009
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lecture series “Feminist Knowledge Reconsidered: Feminism and the Academy,” this book covers current ideas about
feminism in relation to education, society, and the future potential for feminist research and teaching in the university
context. Connecting early stories of women who defied their exclusion from knowledge creation to contemporary challenges
for feminism in universities, this collection assesses how feminist knowledge has influenced dominant thinking and
transformed teaching and learning. It also focuses on the challenges for feminism as corporatization redefines the role of
universities in a global world. The essays reflect on both historical and contemporary themes from a diversity of disciplinary
and interdisciplinary perspectives, but they are united in their exploration of how feminism’s continuing contribution to
knowledge remains significant, even fundamental, to the transformation of knowledge in both the academy and the world.

The Indian National Bibliography
Brief biographical sketches and major literary achievements of eminent Indian women writers.

The Satapur Moonstone
Nelson Mandela: A Very Short Introduction
Acknowledged as India's first woman barrister, Cornelia Sorabji's (1866-1954) life and activities have always perplexed
public intellectuals and Indian nationalists. Sorabji occupies a significant place in Indian history as she played a vital role in
opening up the legal profession to women much before they were formally allowed to plead before the courts of law.
Through a careful analysis of Sorabji's writings, personal correspondence, and other writings, Suparna Gooptu unveils the
life of this revolutionary woman. Often condemned as an 'imperial surrogate', Sorabji's life depicts both internal and
external turmoil of a colonial subject who, in trying to negotiate her dual subjectivity to colonialism and societal patriarchy,
was left with little space of her own.

Love and Life Behind the Purdah
Mother India', which is known as the title of one of the greatest films ever made and critically appreciated in India and
abroad, is originally the title of a 1927 polemical book by the American historian Katherine Mayo. This book attacks Indian
society, religion and culture. Written in opposition to the Indian demands for self-rule and independence from British rule,
the book pointed to the treatment of India's women, the untouchables, animals, dirt, and the character of its nationalistic
politicians. A large part of the book dealt with the problems resulting from the marriage of young girls.
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Opening Doors
This comparative study explores the lives of some of the women who first initiated challenges to male exclusivity in the
legal professions in the late-nineteenth and early-twentieth centuries. Their challenges took place at a time of considerable
optimism about progressive societal change, including new and expanding opportunities for women, as well as a variety of
proposals for reforming law, legal education, and standards of legal professionalism. By situating women's claims for
admission to the bar within this reformist context in different jurisdictions, the study examines the intersection of historical
ideas about gender and about legal professionalism at the turn of the twentieth century. In exploring these systemic issues,
the study also provides detailed examinations of the lives of some of the first women lawyers in six jurisdictions: the United
States, Canada, Britain, New Zealand and Australia, India, and western Europe. In exploring how individual women adopted
different legal arguments in litigated cases, or devised particular strategies to overcome barriers to professional work, the
study assesses how shifting and contested ideas about gender and about legal professionalism shaped women's
opportunities and choices, as well as both support for and opposition to their claims. As a comparative study of the first
women lawyers in several different jurisdictions, the book reveals how a number of quite different women engaged with
ideas of gender and legal professionalism at the turn of the twentieth century.

Womanhood
Drawing on classical antiquity and Western and Eastern philosophy, Richard Sorabji tackles in Self the question of whether
there is such a thing as the individual self or only a stream of consciousness. According to Sorabji, the self is not an
undetectable soul or ego, but an embodied individual whose existence is plain to see. Unlike a mere stream of
consciousness, it is something that owns not only a consciousness but also a body. Sorabji traces historically the retreat
from a positive idea of self and draws out the implications of these ideas of self on the concepts of life and death, asking:
Should we fear death? How should our individuality affect the way we live? Through an astute reading of a huge array of
traditions, he helps us come to terms with our uneasiness about the subject of self in an account that will be at the forefront
of philosophical debates for years to come. “There has never been a book remotely like this one in its profusion of ancient
references on ideas about human identity and selfhood . . . . Readers unfamiliar with the subject also need to know that
Sorabji breaks new ground in giving special attention to philosophers such as Epictetus and other Stoics, Plotinus and later
Neoplatonists, and the ancient commentators on Aristotle (on the last of whom he is the world's leading
authority).”—Anthony A. Long, Times Literary Supplement
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