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Christian Ethics and Commonsense
Morality
A 2001 Christianity Today Award of Merit winner! The
concept of truth as absolute, objective and universal
has undergone serious deterioration in recent years.
No longer is it a goal for all to pursue. Rather
postmodernism sees truth as inseparable from
culture, psychology, race and gender. Ultimately,
truth is what we make it to be. What factors have
accelarated this decay of truth? Why are people
willing to embrace such a devalued concept? How
does this new view compare and contrast with a
Christian understanding? While postmodernism
contains some truthful insights (despite its attempt to
dethrone truth), Douglas Groothuis sees its basic
tenets as intellectually flawed and hostile to Christian
views. In this spirited presentation of a solid, biblical
and logical perspective, Groothuis unveils how truth
has come under attack and how it can be defended in
the vital areas of theology, apologetics, ethics and the
arts.

Realist Christian Theology in a
Postmodern Age
An intelligent discussion of the foundations and
methods in ethics and ways to apply a Christian
worldview to our secular culture.

Truth and the New Kind of Christian
This book provides a philosophical argument for the
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reasonableness of Christian faith in today's world.
Diogenes Allen shows how Christian belief is now
being supported by scientific and philosophical
principles--perhaps for the first time in 300 years.

The Cambridge Companion to
Postmodern Theology
J. Richard Middleton and Brian J. Walsh offer an
introduction, evaluation and response to postmodern
culture that comes straight from the heart of the
gospel.

The Poverty of Radical Orthodoxy
The modern apologetic enterprise, according to Myron
Penner, is no longer valid. It tends toward an
unbiblical and unchristian form of Christian witness
and does not have the ability to attest truthfully to
Christ in our postmodern context. In fact, Christians
need an entirely new way of conceiving the apologetic
task. This provocative text critiques modern
apologetic efforts and offers a concept of faithful
Christian witness that is characterized by love and
grounded in God's revelation. Penner seeks to
reorient the discussion of Christian belief, change a
well-entrenched vocabulary that no longer works, and
contextualize the enterprise of apologetics for a
postmodern generation.

Postmodernism and the Ethics of
Theological Knowledge
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Evangelicals are beginning to provide analyses of our
postmodern society, but little has been done to
suggest an effective apologetic strategy for reaching
a culture that is pluralistic, consumer-oriented, and
infatuated with managerial and therapeutic
approaches to life. This, then, is the first book to
address that vital task. In these pages some of
evangelicalism's most stimulating thinkers consider
three possible apologetic responses to postmodernity.
William Lane Craig argues that traditional evidentialist
apologetics remains viable and preferable. Roger
Lundin, Nicola Creegan and James Sire find the
postmodern critique of Christianity and Western
culture more challenging, but reject central features
of it. Philip Kenneson, Brian Walsh and J. Richard
Middleton, on the other hand, argue that key aspects
of postmodernity can be appropriated to defend
orthodox Christianity. An essential feature are
trenchent chapters by Ronald Clifton Potter, Dennis
Hollinger and Douglas Webster considering issues
facing the local church in light of postmodernity. The
volumes editors and John Stackhouse also add
important introductory essays that orient the reader
to postmodernity and various apologetic strategies.
All this makes for a book indispensable for
theologians, a wide range of students and reflective
pastors.

Introducing Christian Ethics
This book establishes the necessary integration of
theological knowledge with theological ethics. It does
this as a response to the postmodern critique of
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Christianity, as exemplified in Rorty and Lyotard. They
argue that any claim to know God is necessarily
tyrannical. Contemporary responses to such
postmodern thinking often fail to address adequately
the ethical critique that is made. This book redresses
that balance by suggesting that our knowedge of God
and love of the Other are so intimately connected that
we cannot have one without the other. In the absence
of love, then, we simply do not know God. Justin
Thacker proposes that an effective theological
response to postmodernity must address both
knowledge and ethics in an integrated fashion as
presented in this book.

Christian Ethics: A Very Short
Introduction
Develops a naturalistic postmodern perspective to
make constructive proposals about a wide range of
topics now in public discussion.

Other-wise Preaching
How can Christians responsibly derive moral guidance
from the Bible on pressing issues of personal and
social morality today? Jersild's book sets the context
for a study of Scripture and the moral life in a
postmodern, pluralist society with its impact on
biblical studies. The ethical contents and authority of
Scripture are addressed, and a "Spirit ethics" is
proposed as a way of developing a biblically based
Christian ethics. Christians cannot simply adopt a
once-and-for-all set of rules nor simply cite Bible
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verses against the latest sins. "Absolutely essential,"
says Jersild, "is the ongoing engagement of the
church with the moral environment of society and the
issues that this raises for the church." Jersild applies
his model fruitfully and persuasively to three pressing
and perplexing issues: assisted suicide,
homosexuality, and genetic programs.

Comparative Religious Ethics
In Critical Entanglements: Postmodern Theory and
Biblical Studies, Andrew P. Wilson tracks the various
strands of postmodernism threaded through the
discipline, drawing on a range of evocative biblical
readings as well as key examples from the art world.

Moral Leadership in a Postmodern Age
Examination of Christian theological and
contemporary philosophical theories on the place of
language in reality.

Christian Ethics as Witness
Robin Gill examines the issues that connect faith and
moral leadership in an increasingly fragmented and
relativistic world.

Sex, Gender, and Christian Ethics
In our post-Cold War, post-colonial, post-Christian
world, Western culture is experiencing a dramatic
shift. Correspondingly, says Myron Penner, recent
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philosophy has taken a postmodern turn in which
traditional concepts of reality, truth, language, and
knowledge have been radically altered, if not
discarded. Here James K.A. Smith, John Franke, Merold
Westphal, Kevin Vanhoozer, Douglas Geivett, and R.
Scott Smith respond to the question, "What perils
and/or promises does the postmodern turn hold for
the tasks of Christian thinkers?" Addressing topics
such as the nature of rationality and biblical faith, the
relationship of language to reality, and the impact of
postmodern concerns on ethics, this book presents a
variety of positions in vigorous dialogue with each
other.

Can You Believe It's True?
In this volume the author critically examines and
assesses the influence of technology on the formation
of contemporary culture from the standpoint of
Christian theological ethics.

Postmodern Christianity
Examines social survey results to show that
churchgoers have distinctive attitudes, beliefs and
behaviour.

Churchgoing and Christian Ethics
John Riggs argues for a common ground between
postmodernism and Christianity, focusing on how this
applies to issues such as reproductive rights and the
ordination of women, gay men, and lesbians, and
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suggest that Christianity avoid the extreme positions
of either completely accommodating itself to or
completely rejecting postmodern culture.

Feminism and Christian Ethics
A unique overview of the diversity of moral thinking
within contemporary feminism and feminist ethics.

Truth Is Stranger Than It Used to Be
Radical Orthodoxy, whose founding father is John
Milbank, claims that God has been pushed to the
margins in modernity and that a false and misleading
neo-theology has taken hold that needs to be
revisited and contested. It is this return to the
premodern that often leads theologians to have
reservations about Radical Orthodoxy when they
might otherwise have some sympathy for many of its
positions. Radical Orthodoxy, like most traditional
theology, claims that the power of God is in all
creation and that God sits everywhere for all to
partake of. But there appears to be a failure to see
that the church and theology do not set in place
systems that live out this basic assumption. Liberation
theology, while sharing much of the same assumption
that God is everywhere and to be shared, at the same
time engages in a critique of the structures that claim
to facilitate this vision, and finds them wanting. From
here, then, liberation theologians attempt to refigure
our understanding of shared power in order to
broaden the vision, while it may be argued that
Radical Orthodoxy simply restates the assumption
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with little political critique of the issues. Perhaps this
point explains why this book is titled The Poverty of
Radical Orthodoxy rather than Radical Error!

Spirit Ethics
Wittgenstein, one of the most influential, and yet
widely misunderstood, philosophers of our age,
confronted his readers with aporias-linguistic puzzlesas a means of countering modern philosophical
confusions over the nature of language without
replicating the same confusions in his own writings. In
Ethics as Grammar, Brad Kallenberg uses the writings
of theological ethicist Stanley Hauerwas as a foil for
demonstrating how Wittgenstein's method can
become concrete within the Christian tradition.
Kallenberg shows that the aesthetic, political, and
grammatical strands epitomizing Hauerwas's thought
are the result of his learning to do Christian ethics by
thinking through Wittgenstein.

Postmodern Environmental Ethics
Grenz examines the topography of postmodernism, a
phenomenon everyone acknowledges, but has
difficulty describing with precision. Of particular
significance is his discussion of the challenges this
cultural shift presents to the church.

Overcoming Onto-Theology
Patrick Nullens and Ronald T. Michener seek to
revitalize Christian ethics through an integrative
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approach to classical ethics. Their matrix of
consequential, principle, virtue and value ethics
provides an alternative to postmodern situation ethics
and brings the framework of biblical wisdom to bear
on contemporary ethical questions.

Christian Ethics in a Postmodern World
Critical Entanglements: Postmodern
Theory and Biblical Studies
In this stimulating work, Dr. Wong propounds
Christian Wholism as a path to peace and joy as well
as healing for our 'brokeness' and 'lostness' in the
postmodern world. Wong discusses what it means to
be whole in our spiritual, intellectual, physical, ethical,
psychological, and other domains of our
multidimensional personhood. Some practical
suggestions are offered. He voices a hope in God's
promise of a resurrected body as the gift of ultimate
wholeness.

Christian Ethics: A Very Short
Introduction
The contributors to Postmodernism and Christian
Philosophy bring a wealth of philosophical insights
and methodological approaches to bear on a common
concern, namely, the possibility and extent of a
fruitful dialogue between Christian philosophy and
postmodern thought. They tackle the timely question
of how realism ought to respond to the threat to what
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Gilson called "the Western Creed" posed by
modernity's heir apparent. Enriched and invigorated
by the insights of St. Thomas, Jacques Maritain, Yves
R. Simon, and others, the articles assembled in this
volume offer a provocative vision of the way in which
a world bearing the imprint of modernity can
nevertheless avoid succumbing to the false
alternative proposed by postmodernism. Contributors
include: Benedict M. Ashley, O.P., Don T. Asselin,
Michael Baur, David B. Burrell, C.S.C., John Deely,
Curtis L. Hancock, Thomas S. Hibbs, Gregory J. Kerr,
John F.X. Knasas, Joseph W. Koterski, S.J., James L.
Marsh, Matthew S. Pugh, Gregory M. Reichberg,
Robert Royal, James V. Schall, S.J., Rosalind Smith
Edman, Brendan Sweetman, Joseph M. de Torre,
Merold Westphal, and Robert E. Wood. ABOUT THE
EDITOR: Roman T. Ciapalo is associate professor of
philosophy at Loras College in Dubuque, Iowa.

Christianity and the Postmodern Turn
Philosophy.

Choosing the Good
This Very Short Introduction to Christian ethics
introduces the topic by examining its sources and
historical basis. D. Stephen Long presents a
discussion of the relationship between Christian
ethics, modern, and postmodern ethics, and explores
practical issues including sex, money, and power.
Long recognises the inherent difficulties in bringing
together 'Christian' and 'ethics' but argues that this is
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an important task for both the Christian faith and for
ethics. Arguing that Christian ethics are not a precise
science, but the cultivation of practical wisdom from a
range of sources, Long also discusses some of the
failures of the Christian tradition, including the
crusades, the conquest, slavery, inquistions, and the
Galileo affair. Placing them in the context of the
theory and practice of ethics and their historical
persepctive, he notes the challenges they raise for
Christian ethics. He concludes with a discussion of
their implications in the modern era, considering how
this affects our lives in the present age. ABOUT THE
SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from
Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books
are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis,
perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

From Human to Posthuman
Evangelicals are beginning to provide analyses of our
postmodern society, but little has been done to
suggest an effective apologetic strategy for reaching
a culture that is pluralistic, consumer-oriented, and
infatuated with managerial and therapeutic
approaches to life. This, then, is the first book to
address that vital task. In these pages some of
evangelicalism's most stimulating thinkers consider
three possible apologetic responses to postmodernity.
William Lane Craig argues that traditional evidentialist
apologetics remains viable and preferable. Roger
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Lundin, Nicola Creegan and James Sire find the
postmodern critique of Christianity and Western
culture more challenging, but reject central features
of it. Philip Kenneson, Brian Walsh and J. Richard
Middleton, on the other hand, argue that key aspects
of postmodernity can be appropriated to defend
orthodox Christianity. An essential feature are
trenchent chapters by Ronald Clifton Potter, Dennis
Hollinger and Douglas Webster considering issues
facing the local church in light of postmodernity. The
volumes editors and John Stackhouse also add
important introductory essays that orient the reader
to postmodernity and various apologetic strategies.
All this makes for a book indispensable for
theologians, a wide range of students and reflective
pastors.

Christian Wholism
This popular textbook has been thoroughly revised
and updated to reflect recent global developments,
whilst retaining its unique and compelling narrativestyle approach. Using ancient stories from diverse
religions, it explores a broad range of important and
complex moral issues, resulting in a truly readerfriendly and comparative introduction to religious
ethics. A thoroughly revised and expanded new
edition of this popular textbook, yet retains the
unique narrative-style approach which has proved so
successful with students Considers the ways in which
ancient stories from diverse religions, such as the
Bhagavad Gita and the lives of Jesus and Buddha,
have provided ethical orientation in the modern world
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Updated to reflect recent discussions on globalization
and its influence on cross-cultural and comparative
ethics, economic dimensions to ethics, Gandhian
traditions, and global ethics in an age of terrorism
Expands coverage of Asian religions, quest narratives,
the religious and philosophical approach to ethics in
the West, and considers Chinese influences on Thich
Nhat Hanh’s Zen Buddhism, and Augustine’s
Confessions Accompanied by an instructor’s manual
(coming soon, see www.wiley.com/go/fasching) which
shows how to use the book in conjunction with
contemporary films

The End of Apologetics
The latest clarion call in the never-ending cavalcade
of "what's new" in the evangelical world is the
confident assertion from some quarters that the
church needs to embrace "postmodernism" if it is
going to engage postmoderns effectively. Pastors
trying to break down the often indigestible subject
matter of postmodernism into bite-size chunks in
order to equip their people to engage it, and teachers
who are aiming at giving their students a working
knowledge of the way postmodernism is impacting
the church will find a good deal of help from Smith. -J.
Ligon Duncan III, Senior Minister, First Presbyterian
Church, Jackson, Mississippi Scott Smith and I agree
on a lot. We share a deep commitment to Jesus Christ,
a love of the Bible, and a passion for the church. We
also agree that we're currently living in a liminal time,
and it's those "boundary times" when people look
most closely at the beliefs that underlie their
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practices. So, we've all got some things to figure out
right now, including what we can really know and the
certainty with which we can state our claims in a
pluralistic society. I appreciate Scott's voice in this
conversation. He is a careful reader of my work, and
he writes with a gracious and generous tone.
Interlocutors like Scott will be a helpful challenge to
all of us in the "emerging church." I consider him a
friendly critic and a brother in Christ. -Tony Jones,
author of Postmodern Youth Ministry and National
Director, Emergent Scott Smith is uniquely suited to
enter the Emergent conversation with this helpful
volume. Not only is he an analytic philosopher with a
razor-sharp mind who has specialized in analyzing
postmodernistic views on the relationship between
language and the world, but he is also a man who
cares for the lost, loves the church, and has an ability
to communicate complex truths to people in the pew.
-Justin Taylor, Executive Editor, Desiring God Every
leader in the new Emergent Movement will want to
read this fascinating book. They simply will not find a
more engaging, knowledgeable, balanced, and kind
treatment of their concerns, ideas, and practices.
-Craig J. Hazen, Professor of Comparative Religion,
Biola University Scott Smith's study challenges us to
take seriously the truth claim of the gospel both in
how we proclaim it in words and in how we manifest it
in our personal and community lives. -Gary Inrig,
Senior Pastor, Trinity Church, Redlands, California

Truth Decay
Addressed to readers who have found liberal theology
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empty or who believe that one cannot be religious
and fully rational and empirical at the same time.

A Primer on Postmodernism
"John McClure's book is a double treasure. It tracks
the way North American homileticians have
responded to the cultural, social, and philosophical
movements of recent decades, and it introduces the
reader to both linguistic and ethical ways to
deconstruct preaching." - Edward Farley, Vanderbilt
University, Nashville, Tennessee

Cross and Khôra
Christian Ethics and Commonsense Morality goes
against the grain of various postmodern approaches
to morality in contemporary religious ethics. In this
book, Jung seeks to provide a new framework in which
the nature of common Christian moral beliefs and
practices can be given a new meaning. He suggests
that, once major philosophical assumptions behind
postmodern theories of morality are called into
question, we may look at Christian morality in quite a
different light. On his account, Christian morality is a
historical morality insofar as it is rooted in the rich
historical traditions of the Christian church. Yet this
kind of historical dependence does not entail the
evidential dependence of all moral beliefs on
historical traditions. It is possible to argue for the
epistemic autonomy of moral beliefs, according to
which Christian and other moral beliefs can be
justified independently of their historical sources. The
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particularity of Christian morality lies not in its
particular historical sources that also function as the
grounds of justification, but rather in its explanatory
and motivational capacity to further articulate the
kind of moral knowledge that is readily available to
most human beings and to enable people to act upon
their moral knowledge.

Christian Apologetics in the Postmodern
World
Introducing Christian Ethics helps Christians form a
sound basis for making ethical decisions in today’s
complex postmodern world. Raising 14 key ethical
questions on today’s most pressing issues including
abortion, war, sexual ethics, capital punishment, and
more, Scott Rae guides his readers in making moral
choices wisely. Based on the best-selling college and
seminary ethics textbook Moral Choices, this book
distills nearly two decades of teaching and study into
a succinct and user-friendly volume. It is an ideal
primer for pastors, students, and everyday Christians
who desire engagement with the world around them
in an intelligent and informed manner. Teaching and
study resources for the book, including additional
video clips based on the questions corresponding to
each chapter, make it ideal for use in the classroom
as well as for pastors and for teaching settings within
the church. Resources are available through
www.ZondervanAcademic.com.

Postmodernism and Christian Philosophy
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Christian ethics is less a system of principles, rules, or
even virtues, and more of a free and open-ended
responsible witness to God's gracious action to be
with and for others and the world. Postmodernity has
left us with the risky uncertainty of knowing and doing
the good. It also leaves us with the global risks of
political violence and terrorism, economic
globalization and financial crisis, and environmental
destruction and global climate change. How should
Christians respond to these problems? Thisbook
creatively explores how Christian ethics is best
understood as a witness to God's action, thereby
providing the ethical framework for addressing the
various problematic social issues that put our world at
risk. Haddorff develops the notion of witness through
a detailed study of Karl Barth's theological ethics.
Barth, he argues, provides a language enabling us to
know what a Christian ethics of witness actually looks
like in both theory and in practice. In correspondence
to God's gracious action, Christians remain free to
think and act in faith, hope, and love in respondence
to their unique circumstances, even in a world at risk.
In their witness, Christians remain confident that God
has not abandoned the world but loves and cares for
its future.

Ethics as Grammar
Overcoming Onto-theology is a stunning collection of
essays by Merold Westphal, one of America’s leading
continental philosophers of religion, in which
Westphal carefully explores the nature and the
structure of a postmodern Christian philosophy.
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Written with characteristic clarity and charm,
Westphal offers masterful studies of Heidegger’s early
lectures on Paul and Augustine, the idea of
hermeneutics, Schleiermacher, Hegel, Derrida, and
Nietzsche, all in the service of building his argument
that postmodern thinking offers an indispensable tool
for rethinking Christian faith. A must read for every
student and professor of continental philosophy and
the philosophy of religion, Overcoming Onto-theology
is an invaluable collection that brings together in one
place fourteen provocative and lucid essays by one of
the most important thinkers working in American
philosophy today.

Christian Apologetics in the Postmodern
World
This volume poses the question of the relationship
between the two main influences on the thought of
John D. Caputo, one of the most well-known
philosophers of religion working in North America
today: Jacques Derrida and Jesus Christ. Given the
seemingly abstract character of Derrida's account of
the messianic, how can one reconcile deconstruction
and the "concrete messianism" of Christianity, as
Caputo tries to do over and over again? How can one
hold together the love of a God willing to be crucified
and the dry, desert khora, which doesn't care? This
collection of essays from world-renowned scholars
seeks to illuminate the difficulties inherent in this
seemingly contradictory pair of influences. With his
trademark wit and humor, Caputo responds to his
interlocutors while clarifying his position on numerous
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matters of interest to the church and in the academy.
In addition to dealing with the concern for issues of
hermeneutics, phenomenology, and negative
theology for which Caputo has become famous, these
essays also evaluate Caputo's legacy in fields
previously not thought to be affected by his
"deconstructive" version of religion: feminism,
sacramental theology, Analytic philosophy of religion,
and Christology.

The Matrix of Christian Ethics
Truth? Can we know it? Noted scholar John Feinberg
counters modern and postmodern skepticism, arguing
that truth is both real and knowable. He makes a
compelling case for Christian truth, epistemology, and
apologetics through careful analysis and skilled
argumentation.

Postmodernism and Public Policy
This book provides both a short history of Christian
ethics and looks at itsbasic sources as they arise from
Judaism, Greco-Roman ethics, andChristianity

Christian Belief in a Postmodern World
Postmodernity allows for no absolutes and no
essence. Yet theology is concerned with the absolute,
the essential. How then does theology sit within
postmodernity? Is postmodern theology possible, or is
such a concept a contradiction in terms? Should
theology bother about postmodernism or just get on
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with its own thing? Can it? Theologians have
responded in many different ways to the challenges
posed by theories of postmodernity. In this
introductory 2003 guide to a complex area, editor
Kevin J. Vanhoozer addresses the issue head on in a
lively survey of what 'talk about God' might mean in a
postmodern age, and vice versa. The book then offers
examples of different types of contemporary theology
in relation to postmodernity, while the second part
examines the key Christian doctrines in postmodern
perspective. Leading theologians contribute to this
clear and informative Companion, which no student of
theology should be without.

God and Religion in the Postmodern
World
On Christian ethics sex and gender.
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