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Science and Creationism
Explores the evolution of humankind--who we are, where we came from, and where we are going

Children of Time
The completely revised Human Evolution Coloring Book Provides an authoritative, scientific background for understanding
the origins of humanity Includes new discoveries and information essential for students of anthropology, primatology,
paleontology, comparative anatomy, and genetics Brings together evidence from living primates, fossils, and molecular
studies Explains the latest dating methods, including radioactive, paleomagnetic, and molecular clocks Surveys the world of
living primates, their ecology, locomotion, diet, behavior, and life histories Clarifies the anatomical and behavioral
similarities and differences between ourselves and our closest living relatives, the chimpanzee and the gorilla Resolves
some long-standing mysteries about our relationship to the extinct Neanderthals

Evolution The Human Story
The study of human reproductive ecology represents an important new development in human evolutionary biology. Its
focus is on the physiology of human reproduction and evidence of adaptation, and hence the action of natural selection, in
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that domain. But at the same time the study of human reproductive ecology provides an important perspective on the
historical process of human evolution, a lens through which we may view the forces that have shaped us as a species. In
the end, all actions of natural selection can be reduced to variation in the reproductive success of individuals.Peter Ellison is
one of the pioneers in the fast growing area of reproductive ecology. He has collected for this volume the research of thirtyone of the most active and influential scientists in the field. Thanks to recent noninvasive techniques, these contributors
can present direct empirical data on the effect of a broad array of ecological, behavioral, and constitutional variables on the
reproductive processes of humans as well as wild primates. Because biological evolution is cumulative, however, organisms
in the present must be viewed as products of the selective forces of past environments. The study of adaptation thus often
involves inferences about formative ecological relationships that may no longer exist, or not in the same form. Making such
inferences depends on carefully weighing a broad range of evidence drawn from studies of contemporary ecological
variation, comparative studies of related taxonomies, and paleontological and genetic evidence of evolutionary history. The
result of this inquiry sheds light not only on the functional aspects of an organism's contemporary biology but also on its
evolutionary history and the selective forces that have shaped it through time.Encompassing a range of
viewpoints--controversy along with consensus--this far-ranging collection offers an indispensable guide for courses in
biological anthropology, human biology, and primatology, along with

Understanding Climate's Influence on Human Evolution
The hominin fossil record documents a history of critical evolutionary events that have ultimately shaped and defined what
it means to be human, including the origins of bipedalism; the emergence of our genus Homo; the first use of stone tools;
increases in brain size; and the emergence of Homo sapiens, tools, and culture. The Earth's geological record suggests that
some evolutionary events were coincident with substantial changes in African and Eurasian climate, raising the possibility
that critical junctures in human evolution and behavioral development may have been affected by the environmental
characteristics of the areas where hominins evolved. Understanding Climate's Change on Human Evolution explores the
opportunities of using scientific research to improve our understanding of how climate may have helped shape our species.
Improved climate records for specific regions will be required before it is possible to evaluate how critical resources for
hominins, especially water and vegetation, would have been distributed on the landscape during key intervals of hominin
history. Existing records contain substantial temporal gaps. The book's initiatives are presented in two major research
themes: first, determining the impacts of climate change and climate variability on human evolution and dispersal; and
second, integrating climate modeling, environmental records, and biotic responses. Understanding Climate's Change on
Human Evolution suggests a new scientific program for international climate and human evolution studies that involve an
exploration initiative to locate new fossil sites and to broaden the geographic and temporal sampling of the fossil and
archeological record; a comprehensive and integrative scientific drilling program in lakes, lake bed outcrops, and ocean
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basins surrounding the regions where hominins evolved and a major investment in climate modeling experiments for key
time intervals and regions that are critical to understanding human evolution.

The Human Story
Principles of Human Evolution presents an in-depthintroduction to paleoanthropology and the study of human
evolution.Focusing on the fundamentals of evolutionary theory and how theseapply to ecological, molecular genetic,
paleontological andarcheological approaches to important questions in the field, thistimely textbook will help students gain
a perspective on humanevolution in the context of modern biological thinking. The second edition of this successful text
features the additionof Robert Foley, a leading researcher in Human EvolutionaryStudies, to the writing team. Strong
emphasis on evolutionarytheory, ecology and behavior and scores of new examples reflect thelatest evolutionary theories
and recent archaeological finds. Morethan a simple update, the new edition is organized by issue ratherthan chronology,
integrating behavior, adaptation and anatomy. Anew design and new figure references make this edition moreaccessible for
students and instructors. New author, Robert Foley – leading figure in HumanEvolutionary Studies – joins the writing team.
Dedicated website – www.blackwellpublishing.com/lewin– provides study resources and artwork downloadable
forPowerpoint presentations. Beyond the Facts boxes – explore key scientific debatesin greater depth. Margin Comments –
indicate the key points in eachsection. Key Questions – review and test students’ knowledgeof central chapter concepts and
help focus the way a studentapproaches reading the text. New emphasis on ecological and behavioral evolution – inkeeping
with modern research. Fully up to date with recent fossil finds and interpretations;integration of genetic and
paleoanthropological approaches.

The Evolution of the Human Placenta
"Evolutionary biologist Scott Solomon draws on the explosion of discoveries in recent years to examine the future evolution
of our species. Combining knowledge of our past with current trends, Solomon offers convincing evidence that evolutionary
forces still affect us today. But how will modernization--including longer lifespans, changing diets, global travel, and
widespread use of medicine and contraceptives--affect our evolutionary future?" --publisher description.

Primate Evolution and Human Origins
Contributors from a range of disciplines consider the disconnect between human evolutionary studies and the rest of
evolutionary biology. The study of human evolution often seems to rely on scenarios and received wisdom rather than
theory and methodology, with each new fossil or molecular analysis interpreted as supporting evidence for the presumed
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lineage of human ancestry. We might wonder why we should pursue new inquiries if we already know the story. Is
paleoanthropology an evolutionary science? Are analyses of human evolution biological? In this volume, contributors from
disciplines that range from paleoanthropology to philosophy of science consider the disconnect between human
evolutionary studies and the rest of evolutionary biology. All of the contributors reflect on their own research and its
disciplinary context, considering how their fields of inquiry can move forward in new ways. The goal is to encourage a more
multifaceted intellectual environment for the understanding of human evolution. Topics discussed include
paleoanthropology's history of procedural idiosyncrasies; the role of mind and society in our evolutionary past; humans as
large mammals rather than a special case; genomic analyses; computational approaches to phylogenetic reconstruction;
descriptive morphology versus morphometrics; and integrating insights from archaeology into the interpretation of human
fossils. Contributors Markus Bastir, Fred L. Bookstein, Claudine Cohen, Richard G. Delisle, Robin Dennell, Rob DeSalle, John
de Vos, Emma M. Finestone, Huw S. Groucutt, Gabriele A. Macho, Fabrizzio Mc Manus, Apurva Narechania, Michael D.
Petraglia, Thomas W. Plummer, J.W. F. Reumer, Jeff Rosenfeld, Jeffrey H. Schwartz, Dietrich Stout, Ian Tattersall, Alan R.
Templeton, Michael Tessler, Peter J. Waddell, Martine Zilversmit

Culture and the Course of Human Evolution
There are some issues in human paleontology that seem to be timeless. Most deal with the origin and early evolution of our
own genus – something about which we should care. Some of these issues pertain to taxonomy and systematics. How many
species of Homo were there in the Pliocene and Pleistocene? How do we identify the earliest members the genus Homo? If
there is more than one Plio-Pleistocene species, how do they relate to one another, and where and when did they evolve?
Other issues relate to questions about body size, proportions and the functional adaptations of the locomotor skeleton.
When did the human postcranial “Bauplan” evolve, and for what reasons? What behaviors (and what behavioral limitations)
can be inferred from the postcranial bones that have been attributed to Homo habilis and Homo erectus? Still other issues
relate to growth, development and life history strategies, and the biological and archeological evidence for diet and
behavior in early Homo. It is often argued that dietary change played an important role in the origin and early evolution of
our genus, with stone tools opening up scavenging and hunting opportunities that would have added meat protein to the
diet of Homo. Still other issues relate to the environmental and climatic context in which this genus evolved.

Future Humans
Travel back in time eight million years to explore the roots of the human family tree. Interweaving latest discoveries, maps,
and incredible illustrations, Evolution tells the story of our origins and helps us better understand our species, from treedwelling primates to modern 21st-century humans. Renowned Dutch paleoartists the Kennis brothers bring our ancestors to
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life with their beautiful, accurate reconstructions that visually trace each step in our evolutionary history. Combined with
clear prose, this comprehensive yet accessible book provides a rich history of each stage of human evolution, from human
anatomy and behaviour to the environment we live in. It also explains how Homo sapiens originated, evolved, and then
migrated and colonized the entire planet. Written and authenticated by a team of experts and with a foreword by Dr Alice
Roberts, Evolution is a sweeping account of humans and our place in it.

Evolution of Human Behavior
The Complete World of Human Evolution By Chris Stringer

The Story of the Human Body
Developmental Approaches to Human Evolution encapsulates the current state of evolutionary developmental
anthropology. This emerging scientific field applies tools and approaches from modern developmental biology to
understand the role of genetic and developmental processes in driving morphological and cognitive evolution in humans,
non-human primates and in the laboratory organisms used to model these changes. Featuring contributions from wellestablished pioneers and emerging leaders, this volume is designed to build research momentum and catalyze future
innovation in this burgeoning field. The book’s broad research scope encompasses soft and hard tissues of the head and
body, including the skeleton, special senses and the brain. Developmental Approaches to Human Evolution is an invaluable
resource on the mechanisms of primate and vertebrate evolution for scholars across a wide array of intersecting disciplines,
including primatology, paleoanthropology, vertebrate morphology, evolutionary developmental biology and health sciences.

The Evolution of Human Wisdom
This edition of Science and Creationism summarizes key aspects of several of the most important lines of evidence
supporting evolution. It describes some of the positions taken by advocates of creation science and presents an analysis of
these claims. This document lays out for a broader audience the case against presenting religious concepts in science
classes. The document covers the origin of the universe, Earth, and life; evidence supporting biological evolution; and
human evolution. (Contains 31 references.) (CCM)

Becoming Human
Anthropology professor Charles Lockwood tells the amazing story of human evolution in a concise and compelling
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introduction to all our ancestors and extinct relatives. He draws on the explosion of discoveries made over the past 20
years to demystify the fascinating cast of characters who hold the secret to our origins, and describes the main sites,
individual fossils, key scientific breakthroughs, and latest research that have fed our knowledge. With the help of a rich
assortment of photographs, reconstructions, and maps, Lockwood takes us from the earliest hominins, who date back six or
seven million years ago, to contemporary homo sapiens, providing the basic facts about each species: what it looked like,
what it ate, how and when it lives, and how we know this information. Created in association with London’s Natural History
Museum, this is a truly readable, up-to-date, well-illustrated, and user-friendly summary of the evidence as it stands today.

Ritual in Human Evolution and Religion
Human beings may share 98 percent of their genetic makeup with their nonhuman primate cousins, but they have
distinctive life histories. When and why did these uniquely human patterns evolve? To answer that question, this volume
brings together specialists in hunter-gatherer behavioral ecology and demography, human growth, development, and
nutrition, paleodemography, human paleontology, primatology, and the genomics of aging. The contributors identify and
explain the peculiar features of human life histories, such as the rate and timing of processes that directly influence survival
and reproduction. Drawing on new evidence from paleoanthropology, they question existing arguments that link human's
extended childhood dependency and long 'post-reproductive'lives to brain development, learning, and distinctively human
social structures. The volume reviews alternative explanations for the distinctiveness of human life history and incorporates
multiple lines of evidence in order to test them.

Principles of Human Evolution
Evolution of the Human Brain: From Matter to Mind, Volume 250 in the Progress in Brain Research, series documents the
latest developments and insights about the origin and evolution of the human brain and mind. Specific sections in this new
release include Evolution and development of the human cerebral cortex, Functional connectivity of the human cerebral
cortex, Lateralization of the human cerebral cortex, Life history strategies and the human cerebral cortex, Evolution of the
modern human brain, On the nature and evolution of the human mind, Origin and evolution of human cognition, Origin and
evolution of human consciousness, and more. Presents insights on molecular and cellular mechanisms of human brain
evolution Provides a better understanding of the origin and evolution of the human mind Includes information of the neural
organization and functional connectivity of the cerebral cortex

The Evolution of the Human Head
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Come face to face with our ancestors Travel back 8 million years with Evolution The Human Story and go on a fascinating
journey to discover how our species has developed from tree-dwelling primates to modern humans. This is the first time
that the story of evolution has been documented in such amazing visual detail thanks to the work of renowned Dutch
paleoartists, Kennis and Kennis. Staggeringly realistic CGI and model reconstructions from original fossils bring us face to
face with our ancestors portraying them as never before. Plus, Dr Alice Roberts shares her extensive knowledge helping
answer all the big questions and more. Evolution: The Human Story is packed with all the latest discoveries and profiles
every human ancestor to date from Ardipithecus ramidus to Homo neanderthalensis. An essential read for anyone
fascinated in finding out where we come from. Now available in ebook(PDF) format.

Evolution's Bite
Whether we realize it or not, we carry in our mouths the legacy of our evolution. Our teeth are like living fossils that can be
studied and compared to those of our ancestors to teach us how we became human. In Evolution’s Bite, noted
paleoanthropologist Peter Ungar brings together for the first time cutting-edge advances in understanding human evolution
with new approaches to uncovering dietary clues from fossil teeth. The result is a remarkable investigation into the ways
that teeth—their shape, chemistry, and wear—reveal how we came to be. Traveling the four corners of the globe and
combining scientific breakthroughs with vivid narrative, Evolution’s Bite presents a unique dental perspective on our
astonishing human development.

A Pocket History of Human Evolution
This generously illustrated book tells the story of the human family, showing how our species’ physical traits and behaviors
evolved over millions of years as our ancestors adapted to dramatic environmental changes. In What Does It Means to Be
Human? Rick Potts, director of the Smithsonian’s Human Origins Program, and Chris Sloan, National Geographic’s
paleoanthropolgy expert, delve into our distant past to explain when, why, and how we acquired the unique biological and
cultural qualities that govern our most fundamental connections and interactions with other people and with the natural
world. Drawing on the latest research, they conclude that we are the last survivors of a once-diverse family tree, and that
our evolution was shaped by one of the most unstable eras in Earth’s environmental history. The book presents a wealth of
attractive new material especially developed for the Hall’s displays, from life-like reconstructions of our ancestors sculpted
by the acclaimed John Gurche to photographs from National Geographic and Smithsonian archives, along with informative
graphics and illustrations. In coordination with the exhibit opening, the PBS program NOVA will present a related three-part
television series, and the museum will launch a website expected to draw 40 million visitors.
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Close Encounters with Humankind: A Paleoanthropologist Investigates Our Evolving Species
In this new fourth edition, Campbell has revised and updated his classic introduction to the field. Human Evolution
synthesizes the major findings of modern research and theory and presents a complete and integrated account of the
evolution of human beings. New developments in microbiology and recent fossil records are incorporated into the enormous
range of this volume, with the resulting text as lucid and comprehensive as earlier editions. The fourth edition retains the
thematic structure and organization of the third, with its cogent treatment of human variability and speciation, primate
locomotion, and nonverbal communication and the evolution of language, supported by more than 150 detailed illustrations
and an expanded and updated glossary and bibliography. As in prior editions, the book treats evolution as a concomitant
development of the main behavioral and functional complexes of the genus Homo among them motor control and
locomotion, mastication and digestion, the senses and reproduction. It analyzes each complex in terms of its changing
function, and continually stresses how the separate complexes evolve interdependently over the long course of the human
journey. All these aspects are placed within the context of contemporary evolutionary and genetic theory, analyses of the
varied extensions of the fossil record, and contemporary primatology and comparative morphology. The result is a primary
text for undergraduate and graduate courses, one that will also serve as required reading for anthropologists, biologists,
and nonspecialists with an interest in human evolution. "Synthesizes the conventional academic thought into a textbook or
detailed account for lay readers. Along the chronological narrative are discussions of progress in homeostasis, the primate
radiation, locomotion and the hindlimb, function and structure of the head, reproduction and social structure, and culture
and society." Book News Bernard Campbell has been a visiting lecturer at Harvard and Cambridge, and has taught and
conducted research in Eastern and Southern Africa. He was professor of anthropology at the University of California, Los
Angeles, from 1970-76. Dr. Campbell is author/coauthor of Sexual Selection and the Descent of Man; Human Ecology
(second edition, Aldine); Humankind Emerging and the definitive three-volume Catalogue of Fossil Hominids.

The Cambridge Encyclopedia to Human Evolution
Anthropology, Sexual Studies, Psychology, Sociology, Gender and Cultural Studies

Developmental Approaches to Human Evolution
Russell Tuttle synthesizes a vast literature in primate evolution and behavior to explain how apes and humans evolved in
relation to one another and why humans became a bipedal, tool-making, culture-inventing species distinct from other
hominoids. He refutes the theory that we are sophisticated, instinctively aggressive and destructive killer apes.
Page 8/17

Download Ebook An Evolution Of The Human Spirit As Seen Through Mosaic Art
Rethinking Human Evolution
Religious capacity is a highly elaborate, neurocognitive human trait that has a solid evolutionary foundation. This book uses
a multidisciplinary approach to describe millions of years of biological innovations that eventually give rise to the modern
trait and its varied expression in humanity’s many religions. The authors present a scientific model and a central thesis that
the brain organs, networks, and capacities that allowed humans to survive physically also gave our species the ability to
create theologies, find sustenance in religious practice, and use religion to support the social group. Yet, the trait of
religious capacity remains non-obligatory, like reading and mathematics. The individual can choose not to use it. The
approach relies on research findings in nine disciplines, including the work of countless neuroscientists, paleoneurologists,
archaeologists, cognitive scientists, and psychologists. This is a cutting-edge examination of the evolutionary origins of
humanity’s interaction with the supernatural. It will be of keen interest to academics working in Religious Studies,
Neuroscience, Cognitive Science, Anthropology, Evolutionary Biology, and Psychology.

Catching Fire
Dan Lieberman has written an innovative, exhaustively researched and carefully argued book dealing with the evolution of
the human head. In it he addresses three interrelated questions. First, why does the human head look the way it does?
Second, why did these transformations occur? And third, how is something as complex and vital as the head so variable and
evolvable? This book addresses these questions in three sections. The first set of chapters review how human and ape
heads grow, both in terms of individual parts (organs and regions) and as an integrated whole. The second section reviews
how the head performs its major functions: housing the brain, chewing, swallowing, breathing, vocalizing, thermoregulating,
seeing, hearing, tasting, smelling, and balancing during locomotion. The final set of chapters review the fossil evidence for
major transformations of the head during human evolution from the divergence of the human and ape lineages through the
origins of Homo sapiens. These chapters use developmental and functional insights from the first two sections to speculate
on the developmental and selective bases for these transformations.

The Emergence of Religion in Human Evolution
In this stunningly original book, Richard Wrangham argues that it was cooking that caused the extraordinary transformation
of our ancestors from apelike beings to Homo erectus. At the heart of Catching Fire lies an explosive new idea: the habit of
eating cooked rather than raw food permitted the digestive tract to shrink and the human brain to grow, helped structure
human society, and created the male-female division of labour. As our ancestors adapted to using fire, humans emerged as
"the cooking apes". Covering everything from food-labelling and overweight pets to raw-food faddists, Catching Fire offers a
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startlingly original argument about how we came to be the social, intelligent, and sexual species we are today. "This notion
is surprising, fresh and, in the hands of Richard Wrangham, utterly persuasive Big, new ideas do not come along often in
evolution these days, but this is one." -Matt Ridley, author of Genome

The Evolution of Human Sexuality
What makes us human? How did we develop language, thought and culture? Why did we survive, and other human species
fail? The past 12,000 years represent the only time in the sweep of human history when there has been only one human
species. How did this extraordinary proliferation of species come about - and then go extinct? And why did we emerge such
intellectual giants? The tale of our origins has inevitably been told through the 'stones and bones' of the archaeological
record, yet Robin Dunbar shows it was our social and cognitive changes rather than our physical development which truly
made us distinct from other species.

Apes and Human Evolution
Why aren’t we more like other apes? How did we win the evolutionary race? Find out how “wise” Homo sapiens really are.
Prehistory has never been more exciting: New discoveries are overturning long-held theories left and right. Stone tools in
Australia date back 65,000 years—a time when, we once thought, the first Sapiens had barely left Africa. DNA sequencing
has unearthed a new hominid group—the Denisovans—and confirmed that crossbreeding with them (and Neanderthals)
made Homo sapiens who we are today. A Pocket History of Human Evolution brings us up-to-date on the exploits of all our
ancient relatives. Paleoanthropologist Silvana Condemi and science journalist François Savatier consider what accelerated
our evolution: Was it tools, our “large” brains, language, empathy, or something else entirely? And why are we the sole
surviviors among many early bipedal humans? Their conclusions reveal the various ways ancient humans live on
today—from gossip as modern “grooming” to our gendered division of labor—and what the future might hold for our
strange and unique species.

The First Humans
"Author Agustin Fuentes incorporates recent innovations in evolutionary theory with emerging perspectives from genomic
approaches, the current fossil record, and ethnographic studies. He examines basic assumptions about why humans behave
as they do, the facts of human evolution, patterns of evolutionary change in a global environmental-temporal context, and
the interconnected roles of cooperation and conflict in human history. The net result is a text that moves toward a more
holistic understanding of the patterns of human evolution and a more integrated perspective on the evolution of human
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behavior."--BOOK JACKET.

The Human Evolution Coloring Book, 2e
The discoveries of the last decade have brought about a completely revised understanding of human evolution due to the
recent advances in genetics, palaeontology, ecology, archaeology, geography, and climate science. Written by two leading
authorities in the fields of physical anthropology and molecular evolution, Processes in Human Evolution presents a
reconsidered overview of hominid evolution, synthesising data and approaches from a range of inter-disciplinary fields. The
authors pay particular attention to population migrations - since these are crucial in understanding the origin and dispersion
of the different genera and species in each continent - and to the emergence of the lithic cultures and their impact on the
evolution of cognitive capacities. Processes in Human Evolution is intended as a primary textbook for university courses on
human evolution, and may also be used as supplementary reading in advanced undergraduate and graduate courses. It is
also suitable for a more general audience seeking a readable but up-to-date and inclusive treatment of human origins and
evolution.

Reproductive Ecology and Human Evolution
“Deftly weaving together science and personal observation, Lee proves an engaging, authoritative guide… of the human
condition.” —Kate Wong, editor at Scientific American What can fossilized teeth tell us about our ancient ancestors’ life
expectancy? Did farming play a problematic role in the history of human evolution? And what do we have in common with
Neanderthals? In this captivating bestseller, Close Encounters with Humankind, paleoanthropologist Sang-Hee Lee explores
our greatest evolutionary questions from new and unexpected angles. Through a series of entertaining, bite-sized chapters
that combine anthropological insight with cutting-edge science, we gain fresh perspectives into our first hominin ancestors
and ways to challenge perceptions about the traditional progression of evolution. With Lee as our guide, we discover that
we indeed have always been a species of continuous change.

Evolution
The rapid evolutionary development of modern Homo sapiens over the past 200,000 years is a topic of fevered interest in
numerous disciplines. How did humans, while undergoing few physical changes from their first arrival, so quickly develop
the capacities to transform their world? Gary Tomlinson’s Culture and the Course of Human Evolution is aimed at both
scientists and humanists, and it makes the case that neither side alone can answer the most important questions about our
origins. Tomlinson offers a new model for understanding this period in our emergence, one based on analysis of advancing
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human cultures in an evolution that was simultaneously cultural and biological—a biocultural evolution. He places front and
center the emergence of culture and the human capacities to create it, in a fashion that expands the conceptual framework
of recent evolutionary theory. His wide-ranging vision encompasses arguments on the development of music, modern
technology, and metaphysics. At the heart of these developments, he shows, are transformations in our species’ particular
knack for signmaking. With its innovative synthesis of humanistic and scientific ideas, this book will be an essential text.

Evolution of the Human Brain: From Matter to Mind
This volume tackles crucial questions about the puzzle of human origins and human distinctiveness related to the evolution
of human wisdom. In doing so it offers a novel methodological approach to the dialogue between theology and evolutionary
science.

Processes in Human Evolution
This book explores the role of ritual in social life, human evolution, and religion. It explains the functions and purpose of
varied rituals across the world by arguing they are mechanisms of ‘resource management’, providing a descriptive tool for
understanding rituals and generating predictions about ritual survival. By showing how rituals have resulted from the need
to cultivate social resources necessary to sustain cooperative groups, Rossano presents a unique examination of the
function of rituals and how they cultivate, mobilize, and direct psychological resources. Rossano examines rituals from a
diverse range of historical contexts, including the Greco-Romans, Soviet Russians, and those in ‘crisis cults’. The book
shows how rituals address societal and community problems by cultivating three psychological resources – commitment to
communal values, goodwill (both of humans and supernatural agents) and social support or social capital. Holding
communities together in the face of threat, disaster, or apathy is one of ritual’s primary functions, and the author describes
how our ancestors used ritual to become the highly social, inter-dependent primate that is Homo sapiens. Including
examples from all over the world and providing detailed descriptions of both past and current ritual practices, this is
fascinating reading for students and academics in psychology, sociology, religion, anthropology, and sociology.

The Complete World of Human Evolution
Ancient relics--stone tools, bones, footprints, and even DNA--offer many clues about our human ancestors and how they
lived. At the same time, our kinship with our human ancestors lies as much in their sense of humor, their interactions with
others, their curiosity and their moments of wonder, as it does in the shape of their bones and teeth. And the evolution of
human behavior left no direct fossil traces. Children of Time brings this vanished aspect of the human past to life through
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Anne Weaver's scientifically- informed imagination. The stories move through time, following the lives of long-ago hominins
through the eyes of their children. Each carefully researched chapter is based on an actual child fossil--a baby, a five-yearold, a young adolescent, and teenagers. The children and their families are brought to life through illustrator Matt
Celeskey's vividly rendered paleoenvironments where they encounter saber-toothed cats, giraffids, wild dogs, fearsome
crocodiles, and primitive horses. Their adventures invite readers to think about what it means to be human, and to
speculate on the human drama as it unfolds in many dimensions, from social organization and technology to language,
music, art, and religious consciousness. Visit the website at www.children-of-time.com.

The Improbable Primate
Why are humans so fond of water? Why is our skin colour so variable? Why aren’t we hairy like our close ape relatives? A
savannah scenario of human evolution has been widely accepted primarily due to fossil evidence; and fossils do not offer
insight into these questions. Other alternative evolutionary scenarios might, but these models have been rejected. This
book explores a controversial idea – that human evolution was intimately associated with watery habitats as much or more
than typical savannahs. Written from a medical point of view, the author presents evidence supporting a credible
alternative explanation for how humans diverged from our primate ancestors. Anatomical and physiological evidence offer
insight into hairlessness, different coloured skin, subcutaneous fat, large brains, a marine-type kidney, a unique heat
regulation system and speech. This evidence suggests that humans may well have evolved, not just as savannah mammals,
as is generally believed, but with more affinity for aquatic habitats – rivers, streams, lakes and coasts. Key Features:
Presents the evidence for a close association between riparian habitats and the origin of humans Reviews the "savannah
ape" hypothesis for human origins Describes various anatomical adaptations that are associated with hypotheses of human
evolution Explores characteristics from the head and neck such as skull and sinus structures, the larynx and ear structures
and functions Corroborates a novel scenario for the origin of human kind ‘ a counterpoint to the textbooks or other books
which deal with human evolution. I think readers will see it as a clearly written, well-supported discussion of an
alternativeperspective on human origins’. —Kathlyn Stewart, Canadian Museum of Nature, Ottawa ‘There is a pressing need
to expand discussions of human evolution to includenon-anthropocentric narratives that use comparative data. Dr RhysEvans’ specific expertise and experience with the human head, neck, ears, throat, mouth and sinuses, provides him with a
distinct perspective from which to approach the subject of human evolution. Moreover, his understanding of nonanthropocentric views of human evolution (water-based models), allow him to apply a biological approach to the subject,
missing in more traditional (savannah-based) models’. —Stephen Munro, National Museum of Australia

Basics in Human Evolution
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As the active interface of the most biologically intimate connection between two living organisms, a mother and her fetus,
the placenta is crucial to human evolution and survival. Michael L. Power and Jay Schulkin explore the more than 100 million
years of evolution that led to the human placenta and, in so doing, they help unravel the mysteries of human life's first
moments. Starting with some of the earliest events that have influenced the path of placental evolution in mammals and
progressing to the specifics of the human placenta, this book examines modern gestation within an evolutionary
framework. Human beings are a successful species and our numbers have increased dramatically since our earliest days on
Earth. However, human fetal development is fraught with poor outcomes for both the mother and fetus that appear to be, if
not unique, far more common in humans than in other mammals. High rates of early pregnancy loss, nausea and vomiting
during pregnancy, preeclampsia and related maternal hypertension, and preterm birth are rare or absent in other mammals
yet not unusual in humans. Power and Schulkin explain why this apparent contradiction exists and address such topics as
how the placenta regulates and coordinates the metabolism, growth, and development of both mother and fetus, the
placenta’s role in protecting a fetus from the mother’s immune system, and placental diseases. In the process, they reveal
the vital importance of this organâ€”which is composed mostly of fetal cellsâ€”for us as individuals and as a species.

What Does it Mean to be Human?
Basics in Human Evolution offers a broad view of evolutionary biology and medicine. The book is written for a non-expert
audience, providing accessible and convenient content that will appeal to numerous readers across the interdisciplinary
field. From evolutionary theory, to cultural evolution, this book fills gaps in the readers’ knowledge from various
backgrounds and introduces them to thought leaders in human evolution research. Offers comprehensive coverage of the
wide ranging field of human evolution Written for a non-expert audience, providing accessible and convenient content that
will appeal to numerous readers across the interdisciplinary field Provides expertise from leading minds in the field Allows
the reader the ability to gain exposure to various topics in one publication

Human Evolution
Taking an ecological approach to our evolution, Clive Finlayson considers the origins of modern humans within the context
of a drying climate and changing landscapes. Finlayson argues that environmental change, particularly availability of water,
played a critical role in shaping the direction of human evolution, contributing to our spread and success. He argues that
our ancestors carved a niche for themselves by leaving the forest and forcing their way into a long-established community
of carnivores in a tropical savannah as climate changes opened up the landscape. They took their chance at high noon,
when most other predators were asleep. Adapting to this new lifestyle by shedding their hair and developing an active
sweating system to keep cool, being close to fresh water was vital. As the climate dried, our ancestors, already bipedal,
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became taller and slimmer, more adept at travelling farther in search of water. The challenges of seeking water in a drying
landscape moulded the minds and bodies of early humans, and directed their migrations and eventual settlements. In this
fresh and provocative view of a seven-million-year evolutionary journey, Finlayson demonstrates the radical implications for
the interpretation of fossils and technologies and shows that understanding humans within an ecological context provides
insights into the emergence and spread of Homo sapiens sapiens worldwide.

The Waterside Ape
The Evolution of Human Life History
In this book the author, a Harvard evolutionary biologist presents an account of how the human body has evolved over
millions of years, examining how an increasing disparity between the needs of Stone Age bodies and the realities of the
modern world are fueling a paradox of greater longevity and chronic disease. It illuminates the major transformations that
contributed key adaptations to the body: the rise of bipedalism; the shift to a non-fruit-based diet; the advent of hunting
and gathering, leading to our superlative endurance athleticism; the development of a very large brain; and the incipience
of cultural proficiencies. The author also elucidates how cultural evolution differs from biological evolution, and how our
bodies were further transformed during the Agricultural and Industrial Revolutions. While these ongoing changes have
brought about many benefits, they have also created conditions to which our bodies are not entirely adapted, the author
argues, resulting in the growing incidence of obesity and new but avoidable diseases, such as type 2 diabetes. The author
proposes that many of these chronic illnesses persist and in some cases are intensifying because of 'dysevolution,' a
pernicious dynamic whereby only the symptoms rather than the causes of these maladies are treated. And finally, he
advocates the use of evolutionary information to help nudge, push, and sometimes even compel us to create a more
salubrious environment. -- From publisher's web site.

Human Evolution
Primate Evolution and Human Origins compiles, for the first time, the major ideas and publications that have shaped our
current view of the evolutionary biology of the primates and the origin of the human line. Designed for freshmen-tograduate students in anthropology, paleontology, and biology, the book is a unique collection of classic papers, culled from
the past 20 years of research. It is also an important reference for academicians and researchers, as it covers the entire
scope of primate and human evolution (with an emphasis on the fossil record). A comprehensive bibliography cites over
2000 significant articles not found in the main text.
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